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ISHERIFE OF SOMERSET, 
Tonun TREVELIAN of Nettlecom, 
Eſquire, &c. The Authbur wiſheth what 
the worke deſcribeth , the ſingular com:- 
| forts of a Conſcionable Chriſtian in 
this life, and in that to come, 
bleſſed immortality. 


2\1R: Your worth ſhineth inſo high 
a Sphere of dignity,being now the | 
z worthily honoured high Sheriffe 
»J of the County ; thar if I ſhould in- 
*__ deuourto hold foorth a Candleto 
any,tobchold the brightneſſe thercof, I might 
juſtly bee cenſured of tolly or flattery. Burt I 
| haue no ſuch proiect : and intruth,it is not your 
' annuall acquired greatnefſe, and eminency. of 
office and place, but your continually inſpired 
goodnefle,and life of grace appearing in your 
; practice of piery,charity, and hoſpitality farre 
| beyond many of your ranke and quality ; | 
| which hathas it were by a ſecret forcible influ- 
| ence drawne me vnto you ; andthis diſcourſe 


IWORSHIPFVLL HIGH[l| 
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Fhope,hauingbcenan often eye-witneſſe of the 


5 1 | F " The Fpiſtle Dedicatory - 


of a Conſtionable Chriſtian, from me. Which as it 
reſembles you much, ſo deſires ro honour you 
long ; & ſo much the more to honor you,as you 
thall the more defire and indeuorto reſemble it, 
and proceed in ſome competent proportion, to 
expreſle and reprefentrhe lines, limbes & linea- | 
ments thereof inthe future courſe of your life 
[3nd conuerſation. Wherof I conceime no ſmall 


manifold graces of God ſhining in you,and oc- 
caſtofilly: inforccd to take notice of your ex- 


. | | this timezin managing wiſely and worthily this 
| important Office, whercunto your vertues haue 


| cular knowne-paſſages of your well-necre oucr- 


 {embling eye.thatſſo thorowly trying & diſcry- 


emplary--integrity ,- in the faithfull diſcharge 
of your publike Magiſtracy hcretofare ; and at 


aduanced'you ; from which ( I doubt not) bur 
you will come off commendably and' comfor- 
tably, without any gath orgalling of your con- 
ſcience. Which thar you may the better doe, 
giue me leaue ( whom you haue choſen at your 
ſ{cuerall Afſiſes to be a Monitor to many) to bee | 
alſo now a Remembrancer vnto you, that you 
put your ſoulc to thar noble imployment of re- 
fecting vpon it ſ{clte,and recolleRting the parti- 


——_— 


paſt Magiſtracy,with an vndazeled and vndil- 


ingwhat you haue done, and finding, vpon ſcri- 
ous examination of your wayecs, words and 
workcs,that as another Moſes,and Sammel, you 
haue wittingly and willingly done no man 
wrong, nejther beenvoluntary Agent, nor for- 

| ced| 
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; The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


| 


'ced inſtrument in the'doing of any thing vn- 
/tuſtly ; you may hereupon reſt aſſured, and ſe- 


| cured of this,that you haue carefully and con- 


tothe vicw of all. 


' ſpe which I deſeruedly beare vnto you : what | 
propricty you iuſtly haue, both in the worke, ' 
andinthe Author,it is well knownto all which | 
know vs. Inecd ſay no more but this, At your 
inſtance and intreaty theſe Sermons were prea- | 
ched; by your beſt deuotion they were atten- | 
| ded; and inteſtification of my durifull loue to- | 
| wards you, they are now publiſhed. You were | 
'the chiefe meanes and motiue to bring theſe | 
' meditations tothe hearing of many ; andther- | 
fore cheerfully they runne to your hands, and | 
are bold,vnder your name, to offer themſclues 


 {cionably accompliſhed your Office and duty: | 
|Whereot the Ceuntrey makes thanktfull re- | 
port,and I cannot but heere to my knowledge | 
giuc publike teſtimony thereunto , beingallo 
dcfirous, that the tender of this poore Paper- 
preſent thould be, if it may be, a perpetuall ac- 
knowledgement, how much I ſtand bound to 
you in generall, tor your many Chriſtian fa- 
uours vouchſafed to mee in particular ; I haue 
long (I confeſle) run on the ſcore, 
intereſt of your loue, exceeds the principall of 
my abilities : But yer, if verball payment may 
ſatisfie for reall benefits and goe tor currant, I 
hope hereby at length to ſtrike out ſome part 
of my debt. At this preſent let ir pleaſe youto 
accept this little monument of that great re- | 


ſo that the 
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And ſo hu humbly commending them to your | 
gentle acceptation, and heartily committing 
you to the £ [mighties gracious protection,and | 

| AR,20-32. [td the Word of his grace, which is able to keep | 
[you from falling, to build you further, and ro. 
' give youan inheritance with them thar are tru- | 
jy ſanctified; I reſt cuer preſt to be proued, | 


Tour loutng Sonne-in-lawin all 
| Chriſtian obſeruancy truly | 
« | * denoted, | 


| 


Ricnu. CARPENTER. 


| Lexford the 20. of 
Septemb. 1620. 
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SER Hriſtian OY Ul In theſe later and its 
& ſer times, wherein ( as the Heathen of 
Bogus ola com: plained) Malunt, diſputare 
Toa, lomincs quam viucre : Men delight 
COTE rather to argne and diſconrſe of piety * 
| and Religion, then ſeriouſly to reduce the p mciples- 
| thereof 1 into practice and action: It is much to bee fea- 
' red,that we all feare God too little; and it may tuſtly 
be ſuſpetted, that too many ſtand i affected in theſe | 
 dayes of lone peace, as the Romans did in the time of | 
their ciuill warres : Then ſome followed Calar, and | 
"they were weakeſt ; ſome Pompey , and they were | 
thought wiſeſt , ſome Craflus, and they Were ACCOUn- | 
ted worſt : So now ſome follow the fleſh, and are led by 
her corrupting allurements ſomc are Fauorites and 
| Minions of the worla, carried away with its glittering. 
preferments ; ſome are meere Factors for the dinell, | 
| fulfilling his crafty-cruelldeſignements ; all are ſet on 
worke, but vnaer the Comm. mder of this cu rſed Tri- | 
umvirate, for the moſt part /o wickedly, that entry | | 
where there ts a conſunpit jon of grace, throunh the cor- | 
 1uption of ſinne ; piety complatning that ſhe e 5 ſiche, 
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| charity neere dead, good workes 7 AR; praye; and. 
\ preaching neglected , honeſty and ſobriety derided, 
znſtice and equity abandoned, truth and Platne-dealing 
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To the Reader. 


"Ley Ws. > POAE2 R! "RNPY" 
:» \ impriſoned, faith and a good conſcience banifhed and | 


.O 
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{ore more then ordinarily labourcd, to worke by them 


| - 23" NW z j / y , 41 
purpoſe my deſire and ſtudy was ( as the circumſtanices 


Taiſhea5for the ſauing atrection of vs in all aHons.The 


| driucn out of the Connireys For the recalling where- 
"tof from baniſhment, or rather, for the inciting of | 


| Chriſt1ans ro gine thereunto better entertainment, 1 
had (1.confeſſe) ſome exiraorainary calling to thoſe 
\ PYACES where theſe Sermons were preached, and there- 
powerfully on the conſciences of my _Attdmnors, that 
| they might be truly inlightened and wmiined, To this 


| of perſons,time,and place required) to lay the Axe of | 
Gods Word cloſe to the root, and to apply my dottrine | 
| home to the heart, and ſo to ſet conſcrence it ſelfe a- 
worke, 
 Nowthewhole and intire worke of conſcience (to 
Tine by the way ſome light to the ignorant hetein) con- | 
ſits, as 1 concert it, in a pridticall Syllogiſme : the | 
| maioy and propoſition whereof ariſeth- from the Syh- | 
tercl1s or treaſury of morall principles, - and of ſacred | 
{ L | p on 4 Ts be * 
| rules wherewith the practicall vaderſtanding ts fur -| 


| 924207 or aſſumption ts properly Sywerde(is-conſcience, 
that zs, an actual application of our knowledge, 10 this 
! or that particular. alt or obiect ; whence ſollowes,the 
| 19meatate and neceſſary iſſue and office of conſcience ; 
to teſtifie jn reſpect of things ſimply done, or not done, 
| in reſpect of whines to be done, enher to excite and in- 
 courage,07 10 reſtraine and bridle; inreſpect of thines 
| done well,or wickedly to excuſe and comfort, or accuſe 
| aud terrific. | | 
| CAsfarexample : thus tt reaſoneth avainſt lying x 
| Euery tyar ſhall be baniſhed from the holy Mountaine | 
[ = 
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| full of terrour. And as the liar us thus of his ſinne, 
| and puniſhment due wm the ſame, conuinced; So the 


$# 


; 


| Tothe Reader, | 
| of the Lord, and barred out of the new leruſalem, as 
the Syntereſis, from _ I5. 414; Ren. 21. ſupplyeth | 
the propoſition. But I haue thus and thus lyed for ad- | , 
| uantage, as the conſcience of the lyar telleth hin ma- 
king the aſſumption. T herefore 1 ſhall be baniſhed from 
the holy Mountaine of the Lord, ec. A concluſion 
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wprieht liver, on the other fide, may thus by conſci- 
ences-reaſoning be comforted - Enery one that defireth 
in heart, and indeuoureth in life, to walke wprightty 
before God and men, ſhall reſt tn Gods holy Hill - But | 
| 1, as the conſcience of the godly man telleth him, doe 
thus deſire and indenour to walke wprightly:T herefore | 
I ſhall reſi tm Gods holy Hill. CA concluſion full of life 
| ard conſolation. God grant vs ſuch conſciences as may 
| #nable vs to make ſuch concluſions. To this principal! 
| end, haue my poore indenonrs, in this enſuing Diſ- 
| courſe, been eſpecially directed, wherein , becauſe 1 
| know thes age to be full of ſcience, penurious of conſit- 
| ence, and Gods ſchoole to be more of affection then vn- 
| derſtanding : therefore haue 1 the leſſe ſludyed by wa- 
| riety of choyce doctrines, to giue edge 10 the indge- | 

ment, accounting it more neceſſary to be inſtant in ex- | 
 hortatton, and frequent in the wſe and application of | 
| ſome few pregnant poynts, for the whetting wp of the ; 
| will and affection to holy duties, and warming of the ' 
| heart with linely deuotion inthe prattice of Chriſtta- | 
| nity. Glad Iwould be, If I conld but bring ain or two, | 
towards the decking of Chriſts Spouſe; whileſt others, | 
| out of their abundance,adorne her with coſtly Robes, | 
and rich ornaments. Howſoeucr it be, I hane done my | 
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ak Wi To the Reader, 


(beſt, by the 7 [tance of his grace, to the praiſe of” his 
alert according to the nature of my Text, haue 

| often and earneſtly preſſed wpon Chriſitans this neceſ- | 
ary duty of expreſsing in their con{cionable Conner ſas | | 
' t10#,the [a aning power of  tyward ſanttunony, and the 

truth of a ſound connerſion, aiming here and. there, 
| andencry where, generally at this, that the ſumbring. 

conſcience mizht be awaked, the errontons better in-| 
| formed,the tender confirmed, the ſad and heaue com-| 
 forted, and all, ſome way or other benefited. VI hich| 
; benefit of nvy <aworthy labours, if' any any way haue | 


| obtained, let the goodneſſe of God be duly zlorified and | 


\ praiſed; and in their - th owes and prayers for the | 
pe of thefaithfull, let me, his vnworthieſt Jergonts | 
be remembred. In hope her ad I reſt theirs, and | 

| 
Thineinthe Lord Teſus,| 
ro be commanded, ! 


: | 
| ' 
| 


| | RicH. CARPENTER. 
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CONSCIONABLE 


CHRISTIAN, 
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| Preached: at Charat, March, ba 


The Text : Acts 24. 16, | 
And heerein (or in this therefore) doe I indenour my | 


ſclfe to haue alwayes a cleare (or inoffenſine) | conſer- 
[ 


encetowards.G od and men. 


R1iGHT HONOVRABLE: 


Tp F it bc ſufficient to accuſe, 
Y- who ſhall bee Innocent : ? 


[- PP, > chough neucr ſo fairhfull 
WE in his function, neucr {0 


(<- A fincereand y pright in his 
ACS, conuerſarion. Wee finde 


—— x -——- — 


tw er i OS 


- im (as many times elfo- | 


where) fo wake inthis C Haprer, called j inque- | 


ſion. for his life and doctrine too, before Felix 
the Goue:nour : , and at once accuſed of borh, 


and abuſed in both, by T ertullus 4 mercenary 
i } 
O::.0ur; who making Hi fattery his Rheto- 


n3 "s ric*” 


| T he conſcionable C briflian. | 


_— OC 
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| & 


the t.Cor.;.10, 


d Luk.21.27. 
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ricke, and bold lying his L ogicke, beginning 
with the one, and concluding with the other ; 
laycth to Saint Pauls char oe (no maruel! then if 
| zealous Miniſters taſte of "the ſame cup in this 
 laſtand worſt age) thar hee was a peſtilent fel- 
| low,a mopuer of {edition,a maintainer of ſects. 
and a polluter of the Te 2>nple. To all which 
obie&ed crimes, or rather forged calumnies, 
the bleſſed Apoſtle, with great patience,andno 
| lefle confidence, pleadcth 1 not guilty; & hauing 
by pregnant re aſons & powerful arguments re- 
felled thoſe vniulſt i imputations, with a victori- 
ous grace, proccedeth to the ingemous confeſ- 
fion of his faith, and courſe of life; and thus 
< in effect ſaith : As conce erning iny Religion; 
* bee it knowne, that after the way which my 
+ aducrſiries call hc reſic,lo worſhip I the God 
' ®ydf my Fathers, the Father of our Lord Ieſus 
fines, © þzuſt, that only true God,with atrue hearr, 


- —_— 


© in true manner, not as man hath inuented, 


lo) 


but as God himſclfe hath in his Word pre- 
ſcribed, belceuing all things which are writ- 
© ren inthe .aw and the Prophets ; eſpecially, 
© holding'faſt this aſſured hope and full pCcr- 
* ſwaſjon(as the maine Batiis,and principall pil- 
7 lar,of my Profeſſion ) that the rcſurre&ion 
* of thedead thall bee both of iufſt and vniuſt, 


UA) 


C 


** and that we ſhall all appeare 1n thar Day, be- 
© fore the * Tribunall of the Sonne of God. 


b glorioufly viſible,in the® forme of the Sonnd 
« of man, to render an account, and to recetue 


| © arew art according to our © deeds; In due re- 


gard | 
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T he conſcionable Chriſtian, 


Bf Re 
gard 206d ſerious conſideration whereof, I doe | 
abour and indeuqurmy ſeltero liue vablamea- 
bl; _ to keepe alwayes a good conlcicnce to- 
wards God and men : Foro it  followeth' in my 


 Text;which bei gy way of Paraphraſc ſome-.| 


' whart inlargcd. ftercth it ſelte ro your bet- 
ter apprehe enkion and vnderitanding in theſe 


termes Op 


I ia A. 


nd herein , or inthu therefore (as reveren(d 
Beza, a long fixc d ſtarrc in the irmament of our 
Church cxpoundeth it) doe 7 Paul (the ſcruant of 
the Lord, and Apoſtle of Ieſus Chriſt ) exerciſe 
' ay ſelfe , ( earneitly indeuour, ſtudy, and ftriue, 


as a Runner to the goale, a Wreltler tor the 


| game, a due Tasker and Day-labourer tor 
the appointed wages and gaine ) To hauc, to 
 keepe, and dil charge ( the Originall wi 11 bearc 
, it well) ro hauc alwayes tinall caſes,in all places, 
 vpon all references and occurrences whatſo- 


| cuer,through the whole tenor of my life) 4 con- | 


ſcience (as Monitor of my duties, defects, boun- | 


ries, blemiſhes,as moderatour of my deſires and 


« Yea; Hcercunto tully,freely,actually,purictu- | 
<« ally, doe Tbendand extend all my lanctitied 
” will, wit, power, policy, and all, ro haue al- 


© waycs by all mcancs «rgwre eeariduens, AN VP- 
** right, cleerc, aequitrzn g coniciencetowards | 
© God and men, that is, 2 confcience voyde of | 
*© offencc, not ſtaggering. tripping, or fayling | 


«© any way for mater or manner, eitherinthe | 


| affections andvnde 'r God, principall Comman- | 
der of all my thoughts, ſpeeches, and actions ) | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| Paraj 1. Text. 
i 
f 
z 
| 
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| 
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profctieth himic Ife hcere {tudious of a godly 
| lite, and vablameable cofiuerfation ; Hee! hd 


| being hil expounded by way of diuiſton, of- 
| ferro the dury of our confideration, | 


T he conſcionable Chriſtian. 


TEE Cr EREy na—_n—_—_ Ae nn—ny 7 re ——_—_ — — _————— 


« Yutigs of holineſſe and picty towards God, 
* or of rightcouſneſſe , peace, or equity to- 
* wards hen. And heerein, &c. which words 


, x. The firſt, S. Panls Chriſtian praice and 


aCctuall imploymentr, grour ;dedon thehope 
of the relurrcction: Heerem therefore doe [ 
| exerciſe my {elfe. 


Three re- | 2. The ſecond, is the matter ſubieC of his 

markable | | imployment and exerciſe ; to hae and pre- | 

points of 5 ſerue anypright conſtience, | 
__ (Inreſpect of time, po have 
10N, 


a good conſcrence alzgayes, 
In reſpect of rhe 
obieCts , to hawe YGod 
and diſcharge a\y|& 
good conſcience to= / Men. 


L wards 


He bled d Apoſtle confeſſeth in the verſc 
foregoing my Text, that he confidently be- | 
| leeued the doctrine of the Re {urrection , and | 
(therfore)in a well grounded ex pectation therof, 


| 3 Thethird, is 
the latitude ny 
| extent of thes 
> ſame, either | 


J 


well icarned, that Chriſtianity cont liſted not in 
tdic ſpeculation, bur induſtrious negotiation ; 
and thctctore ſ{cts tothe worke , not doing it by 
| a Deputy, or putting it oucr to after -rimes, but 
forthe pre! ent, without doubt or delay cxcrci- 


| ſeth himſe [fe . Heerein Fexerciſe my ſelfe. He vn- 


deritookhc 1lenough, that the beſt duties re- | 
quired | 
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The con{cionable Chriftzas, he 


quired the greateſt diligence ; and ther-fore 
ultimata voluntate, with all might and maine,ex- 
erciſeth himſelte in this, ro hauc alwaycs an 
vpright conſcience. Hee knew, that to make a 
ſhew of deuotionand piety towards God, and 
not to procure things honeſt in the ſight of 
men, ſauoured of hypocriſte ; and on the con- 
trary, to obſerue a kind of peaceable truth, and 
plauſible equity in our dealing with men, and 
to be regardleſle of Religion and Zeale in mat- 
ters of Gods worthip, was no other then pro- 
phane Sang - ; and therefore with a ſettled 
reſo{ution, indeuoureth fo hold a concurrence 
and 'corre{pondencie of both in their order, 
that is, firſt,co approoue the truth and ſinceri 
of his ſeruice , in all duties Diuine —_— 


| God,andthen with all diligenceand dexterity, 


to performe all humane dues and duties to- 

wards men. TH 
Theſe (Right Honourable and Beloued ) are 
the ſeuerall bounds and limits of my intended 
Meditations on this Text. anſwerable to the ſe- 
ucrall limmes and lineaments of S. Pauls holy 
practice and profeſſion ſhaddowed forth there- 
in, for the more Huely deſcribing and portray- 
ing of which in their proper colours and pro- 
portions,three generall doctrines and inſtructi- 
ons are principally to bcc obſcrued ; Whereot 
the firſt reſulterh, and ifſucth from the mo- 
tiug > The ſecond, from the manner ; The 
third, from the matter of Saint Pauls reli- 
gious exerciſe and imployment , as in none 
they | 
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Chryſcan 2 4+ 


| Mat. 


- |] As 17.30. 


'{ 1.Theſ;4. 
10-2. Tit-31. 


;1.Tch.3.3. 


| | Verſ14. 


Acts.3.21. 


2.Pet,3.11s, 


| 


"Th conſcionable Chrilian, by 


they offer fer themſelues to bee handled, 

The firſt DoErine, ariſing from the motiue 
(to wit) the hope Saint Paul had of the reſur- 
reion of juſt and vniuſt, isthis : That the aſſu- 
red hope and {ertled expe@ancy of the day of 
Reſurrection and Indgement to come , when 
we ſhall render account, and recciue a reward 
according to our deeds, is, and ought to bee a 
forcible alleRiue to draw on Chriſtians to the 
earneſt purfuit of godlincfſe, and conſtant pra- 
ctice of true Religion. T olle ſpem Reſurretroms | 
(faith gofden- mouthed Chryſoſtome ) & reſoluta 
ft 0m 5 obſernantia pretatis , Take away the hope 
of the Reſurrection, and the building of picty 
wanteth her foundation. For vpon this foun- 
dationall the Apoſtles hauc builded their ex- 
hortations to amendment of life and ſanQifica- 


{ hath appointed a Day, in which he will iudge 


| wee ſhall bee like him, and enery one that hath 


tion, as Saint Paw, Ads 17. Now God admoni- 
 ſhethall men eucr y where to repent, becauſc he 


the. world in rightcouſnefſe. , And 1. 1ohn ; "Fe 
Wee know, when Chriſt Teſus ſhall appcare, 


this hope, purgeth himſelfe ,as he is pure. So S, 
Peter ; Secing the Heauens ſhall paſſe with a 
noiſe . the Elements mclt with he are, and all 


| \theſe things be diſſolued., what manner of pcr- 
ſons oughr yee to bee in holy conucrſation and 


things, be diligent,that ye may be fouhd of him 
| in peace, and blaneleſſs in that Day. The ex- 
| Fronnege of which Day,calted the Day of Re- 


godlineſe * Yea, ſeeing that ye looke fortheſe | 


} 


_Ttauration N | 


red 


" —_— 


ſtauration of all things, hath euer beene, is,and' 

will be to ſuchas feare God , a forcible prouo- | 

cation to vertuous atchicuements and religious | 
 a&ions. Then, then indeed runs aman cheere-| 
fully in. the Race of Chriſtianity, when hee! 
knowes thathe runs not at vncertainety : Tolle 
viatort ſpem perueniendi , & continu franguntur 
vires ambulaudi: He blunts the edge of induſtry, 
that denies recompence, and where ther2 is no 
apprehenſion of a Day of remuneration, there 
is little care of proficiency, or {trining to per- 
feftion. For to reafon as the Apoſtle dorh, 


Bernard, 


Reaſon 1, 


Phil.z. How can we, dwelling on carth,defire | p4;1,, 20,21, | 


to haue our conucrfation in heauen, it we looke 
not for the ſecond comming of our Sauionr ? | 
and how can we looke for his comming,exceprt | 
we beleeuc the Reſurrection 2 and how can we | 
| beleeue the Reſurrection, vnlefſe wee acknow- | 
| ledge that power by which he 1s able to-fubdue | 
' all tings to himſelfes Againe, How doe wee | 
| acknowledge our God to bee Almighty -in | 
| power, withour the faith of the Reſurrection | 
, and how can wee haue the fairh of the Reſur- 
| rection,, without the hope of a Sauiour 7 and | 
; how can we haue hope of a Sautour, without an | 
| heavenly conuerfation? So thatthe life of this ! 
L commilid is hope, by which wee expecthe | 
' comming of a Sautour : andthe ground of this | 
; hope is faith, by which wee are affured, that at | 
| his comming heewill change ourvile bodies, 
| and make them like to his glorious Body ; and 
| the reaſon of this faith ( beyond reaſon) is his 
3 C2 *, power,t .. 
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[Reaſon 2. 


| The conſcionable Chriſtian. 
power, by which hee is able to accompliſh all 
things after his good will and pleaſure. All | 
. theſe be linkes fo diuinely hanging and depen- 
ding cach on other,in that golden chaine of the 
Apoſtle, that if we let flip one,we loſe the com- 


| fortable hold-faft of all ; bur good Chriſtians 


miffe not of any,but cſtabliſhed in faith, rooted 
; in hope, and abounding inloue, ſer forward in 
' an holy cqurſe of life,and follow hard towards 
the Marke, for the price of the high calling of 


| Godin Chriſt, knowing that they are begotten 
\ | by the immortallſced of the Word, inthe bo- 


' ſome of the Church Militant onearth,to aliue- 
ly hope of an inheritance immortall and vade- 
| filed inthe Church Triumphant in heauen. l 
This hope, as it giueth vs anedge, that wee 
| ſhould carneſtly affect & couet ſpirituall things, 
| ſo doeth jr giue ys a backe alſo to indure all 
' things; for why doethe ſeruants of God beare 
| pay x and loſſes ſo patiently, abſtaine from 


. 


| euill ſo carefully, purſuc the things that are 
, good ſo cheerefully 2 but becauſe they looke | 
| foraglorious reſurrection, as the full end of all 
| Gods promiſes, when the wicked ſhall haue 
| their full puniſhment, and the godly thcir full 
payment; when the wicked ſhall ( both in body 
and ſoule reunited) be made ſenſible of all man- 
| nerof miſety,and intolerable wretchednefle in 
| hell, andthe godly which hauc bur breathings 
| heere, ſhall bee bathed inaſca of comforts, and 
| intay theconſummation of bliſſeand complete| 
. happinefſe in the Kingdomeof heauen. . 
Doubt-| 


|.. The conſcionable Chriſtian. 


—  _—-__ 4 


{ Doubtl-\lc, this holy perſwaſion of a : Iudge- 
ment to come in the Day of ReſurreQion (by 
the Prophets and * Apoſtles, and by our * Sa- 


blade, breake it in the head, and kill itto the 
heart; and the due Meditation of the reuniting 
of our bodies and ſoules in that day,to be ioynr 


all, ro conſecrate both the parts of the one, and ! 
faculties of the other, as pure Nazaritesto the 
{ſeruice of God, inall holineſſe, righreouſneſſe, 
and fobriety. 

Oh then that this Meditation might rake due - 
poſſeſſion, and/make deepe itapreſſion i in-your 


{cs, and proceedings, making account of that 
Day of accounts, when wee ſhall bee called ro 
account for them: all , wee may hence-forward 


our Counſellor, andthe true teare of God for 
our Sollicitor, and by the works of piery, equi- 
> and charity,accor ding to our feuerall places 

and "OY lay. ſo good a foundation heere, 


3 2 _- that 


IE OI depo PEP 


utour himfelfc ſo Tint! deſcribed ) hath ener | 
poſſeſſed rhe hearts of Gods Saints and fer- 
uants, and the life of this perſwaſion hath been ' 
thedeath of ſinne in them, and oughtto bee in 

vs the remembrance, that there is djes & Dews | 
vitzonn,aday and Godof reuenge: for his power | 
vnreſiſtable , for his wiſedome infallible, for 
his Iuſtice inflexible ought to ſtrike finne in the, 
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partakers of heauenly felicity, ſhould mooue vs : 


| 


| 


hearts that are Magiſtrates, in ours that are Mj- | 
niſters, in all of vs Chriſtians. that ſo inall our | 


doings, dealings, preachings, pleadings, purpo- 


conſ{cionably retaine God and his Word for 
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The confeianable Chriſſtan. 


that we may lay hold of cuerlaſting life heere- 
afteri-For our better direction anc! incourage- 
ment wherein, let vs logke ſcrioutly on thoſe 


— ————— — — — ——— 
———— 


1b, and other faithfull ſeruants of God, and 
withall take notice for our inſtruction and imi- 
tation of thoſe praiſe-worthy things ,- which 
vponthe like conſideration of the Day of Re- 


And to begin with the Princely Prophet Da- 
«id , moſt apparent it is in the tor. Plalme, 
(which it ſeemes.-he made,when hee firſt drew 
the ſoueraigne breath'of a King, to giue notice 
to the world what an excellent, Gouernour he 
| would be, andall othcrs by his example ſhould 


carriage of himſelfe , and in the domeſticall 
well ordering of his family, and inthe politt- 
call religious gouernetnent of Iis-Kingdome 
| and Countrey, vponexpcctancy of the Lords 


perfect way,till thou commeſt rome,&c. being 


ming, nothing lo great as: hee that ſhall come, 
nothing {o ſtrictas the Iydgement ro.come;and 


' || rherefore nothing ſo needfull as to liue godly, 
to walke warily 1n priuate, to: worke wifcly yt" 


publike,vntill his comming. 

Andto goe on with our zealous Apoſtle S. 
.| Paul, certaine its, that he did not much paſſe 
| by mans day, or efteeme of mans doome,but in 


— em. 


worthy patternes of well-doing, Dauid, Paul, | 


ſurrection, they both did, and refolucd to doe. | 


be) that he voweth and proteſterh that hee will | 
doe wiſely and- worthily , both: in the moral! | 


comming : I will doe wiſely (faith he) inthe | 


| 


| 
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{ 
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| 


well aflurcd, thatnothing is ſo ſure as his com- | 


| 
| 


| 
| 


reſpect | 


"» 


3 


| information of-the vnderſtanding, and the re- 


The conſcionable Chriſtian, | II 


; reſpe@ of the 1ndgement and approbation of 
| God ( with whom his worke and wages were ) | 
| hee had af) accurate vnceſſant care , #Smve, » | 
#wmwny both to walke vprightly, Gal.2. andto | G,j.., 
| divide the Wordaright; 2. Tim. z. and for the | _ -..__ 
| euidencing of his great loue rowards Chrifts | 
little flocke , and him the great and good | 
| Shepherd thereof ; hee ceaſed not to admg- | as 29.31, 
| niſh euery one night and day withteares ; he 
| ceaſed nor , ecce laborem, to admonith, ecce of / 
| ficium, cuery one, ecce amorem,night and day,ecce | 
| victlantiam , with tcares , ecce compaſtonem, oc. | 
| Such a painfull, pirifull, powerfull diſpenſer of 
the Word was he :'netheryet did his care con- 
| fiſt onely in fulfilling his miniſtery by fidelity | 
of diſpenfation, in publiſhing all the counſell of | 
God, in preaching conſtantly, plainly, profita- | 
| bly, ro the comuttion of the conſcience, the 


— — 


formation of the will,whereunto all Miniſters 
| ſhouldaime ; but alſo by integrity of conuex- | 
{ation,and ſingular ſan&timony of life ( which 
is the very ule and life of the Miniſtery) 


paſſages of his Epiſtles we haue abundant teſti- /, ©, 5. 

' mony. He knew.,the people would hardly be- | Phil, g. 
leene rhe truth of Religion in his mouth, vn- ! 

{ lefſe they did fee the power of it in his life , 
and therefore he did as well teach their eyes 
by his conſcionable doings,as their eares by his 
comfortable do@rine, making fall reckoning, 
that one day he was|to be calledroa reckoning 
| | | | for 
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| 2, Tim.Q2 35. 


whereof, inthe Acts of the Apoſtles, and many | aas22.23,24, 
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I2 


2.Tim 4.7. 


3, Ib. 


lob 21.1, 


Verſ'2, 


y—_ 


| | The conſcionable Chriſtian. 


forborh,in regard whereof he thus triumphant- 


"ly concludeth;z.Tim.4. I haue fought- a good 


fght, I haue finiſhed my courſe, and kept the 
faith, rauiſhed with this heauenly hope and 
ſoule-ſolacing afſurance that a Crowne of righ- 
tcouſnefſe was laid vp for him, which the righ- 
teous Tudge would giue vnto him in that day. 


|and recompence, as it made Saint Paul dili- 
gent and fairhfull in fulfilling his Miniſtery: 
Sodid it make holy ob very cautelous in the 
priuate courſe of his life, and moſt carcfull in 

| his publike gouernment and Magiſtarcy.As for 
the former, I made ſaith he,Cap.32.a Couenant 

with mine cycs, not to looke or thinke on a 

Maid,or any other thing,whether gift or bribe, 


roo much preciſenes (will the carnall man ſay: ) 
tor lookes and thoughts are free. Oh, but what 


| portion then ſhould I haue from aboue, faith 


| 


TD mo j— Cc ev. + Sea — TT ING - 


| 4ob:q.d. I dare not giue way to my fleſhand the 
| Iuft thercofin any ſort: for this were to depriue 
my {cite of the comfort of the Word and Spi- 


men, yet, Is not deſtruttion ( faith hee ) to the 
wicked that is, Hath not the Lord meants vn- 
conceiucable by man, tor the punithment of the 
vngodly:and can he not bring ſecret finnes to 
open ſhame: yea grant that it be kept cloſe from 
theeyes of theworld, yet doth not hee beho!d 


plealing to the luſtfull eye., Why * this ſeemes. 


it heere, and of happineſſe heereafter: and ſup- | 
poſe I ſhould heerein eſcape the cenſures of 


| The expectation of which day of reckoning | 


4. 


| 


T7 waycs,and tell all my ſteps? verſ. 4. though | 
THY 
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JT The conſeionableThriſlies. 


mentake view onely of the'outward aQtion,yer 
God looketh vpon the inward difpoſition-and 
affection of the heart, and hee hath placed alſo 


mee,to teſtifie againſt me. 


and to affright himſclfe from all manner of ini- 
quity in his priuate comportment. | | 
Andas for his publike gouernment,you ſhall 
finde him liuely deſcribed and charactred in the 
29. Chapter, to be the Oracle of Wiſedome, 
the Guardian of Iuſtice, the Refuge of Inno- 
| cency, the Comer'of the guilty, the Champi- 
on and defender of the fatherleſſc, poore and 
needy, the Patron of peace, and the perfe&t 
Myrrour and paterne for all Magiſtrates, to di- 
re&tthem inthe wiſe managing of all publike 
affaires of Indgement and Mercy : in perfor- 


very ſedulous and ſollicitous ; yea, moſt ſtudi- 


- | ous he was of doing well, and moſt timorous 


of doing cuill,becauſc he was afſured,that God 
himſelfe would one day come to viſit all his 
doings ; and then, 2»#d faciam,faith he,verl. 14. 


1WCre ©? | 

IF iuft 706, but thinking of the Day of Indge- 
| ment, come on with his 2#d facies? What ſhall 
| he doe? Alas then, quid fer? what. ſhall be done 
; to the vniuſt ? whoſe bodies muſt boyle, and 
WS þ 


his deputy-Intelligencer, conſcience, within | 


| 


What ſhall I doe, when God thall riſc vpto 
nj me? when heſhall viſic me, what ſhallI | 


Theſc,and the like ſpirituall reaſons and ar- | 
guments Job yicd to keepe himfelte in order, | 


— 


, | ming of all which duties, 1946 ſhewed himſelfe | 
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D ſoules 


Ct OO 


COSTS 


————_———_— 


$i1..8 


! 


Bern, 


i 


Eſa.33-14; 15. 


| Patrons, and —_— Land-lords and op- 


\walke in iuſtice, and ſpeake righteous things, 


1 teerhe Lord inhisglory. Therimeprefling me 


' Theconſcionable Chriſlian, 1 
foules fry for it, when God comes to Tudge- 
ment: Tf righteous 196 make queſtion what hee 
ſhall doe or ſay , Alas,what then ſhall the vn- 
| righreous be able roſay or doe for rhemſelues*|: 
| What ſhall mercilefſe preiudicate bribe-raking 
| Magiſtrates, mercenary illiterate ſoule-ſtaruing 
"Mimnſters, vſurarious extorting State-ſpoyling 
money-mongers, ſacrilegious Church-polling 


preſſors,couetous time-ſeruing Courr-officers, 
and vnconſ{cionable Lawyers, with that conta- 
'gious crue of brothel-huntcrs, Alehouſe-hun- 
ters,and all other blaſphemous Sabbath-break-/ 
ing rufhans, reuellers, and ſcornefull mock- 
Preachers 5 What will theſe, orany of theſe 
beable ro ſay or doe at that Day ? 2n4ando nor 
perorabit lingua, ſed denudabitur conſciemtia, when 
the bookes'of conſcience ſhall be opened, and 
the mouth of iniquity be ſtopped, and all vici- 
ous and flagitious finners ſhall bee vtterly vn- 
done ;, whena feare and conſternation of mind | 
ſhall overtake the hypocrites and preſumptuons 
tranſgrefſors inSion, and none of them ſhall be 
ablero anſwere this fearfull queſtion, Who a- 
mong vs thall dwell with the deuouring fire, 
with the cuerlaſtings burning: But thoſe which 


rctuſing/gaine of oppreſſion, ſhaking their hands | 
trom taking of gifts, ſtopping theireares from ED 
hearing'of blood,and flutting their eyes from; 
tecingeuill, euen they ſhall dwell on high, and 


forward, | 


| The conſcionable Chriſtian. 

forward, I cannot ſtand now to prefle this .in 
particular tothe preſent occaſion, onely my de. 
{ire is, that all in generall,and you in ſpeciall, 
which are to ad any part in this weekes 1{o0- 
lemne_ bufinefle ” would often rub .vp your 


Shall 1 doe this, ani ſo ſinne againſt God? and 
rowzCc vp your conl{ciences with this medita- 
tion of leb, Whit jhall 1 doe then,when God com- 
meth to ludgement ? And that-you may not then 
doe amiſle, but be found of God in peace, bee 
| excrciſed now as10b was indoing well. Follow 
peace and holinefle, without which, yee cannot 
{ce God; pur on, as hee did, iuſtice and judge- 
ment, as a robe and Crowae ; bee eycs to the 
blind,feer to the lame, fathers tothe poore, to 
the widow and fatherlefſe, Shew your felues, 
in your ſeuerall imployments, men of courage, 
fearing God, dealing truly, and hating couc- 
touſneſſe: udge,pleade,witneſfe, work nothing 
againſt thetrurh, butall for the truth; vie the 
Law lawfully, wrong nortthe right, right the 


| 


| wronged, iuſtifie the righteous, condemae the | 


| wicked,asthe Lord commandeth,Deut.25. To 
| be briefe, let the view of theſe Aſſiſes ſuggeſt 
to your conſciences a memorandum of that vni- 
uerſall circuit and viſttation, which Chriſt, the 


| Lord chiefe Iuſtice of the whole world, and | 


| Tudge of all Iudges,will in one day begin and 
{ end, and letthe meditation of this Day, when 
\ we ſhall all ſtand to our triall, for life or death, 


| ſeruc as the dead hand on the nauell,to cure the | 
FE D 2 Bo dropfic 


memories, with that faying of Joſeph; Gen. 3 9; 


—— 


Heb.12. 14, 


Exod. 18.21, 
2.Cor.13.8. 


Deut, 2.5. 1, = 
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| The conſcionable Chriſtian. 
dropſic of worldly and vnwarrantable dcfires, 
and be as a continuall Monitor vnto vs all, foto 
numberour daycs,and fo to ſpend them, that c: 
very day,and euery night wee may be able to 
make vpa good account, cfpecially in the night 
of death,and inthe morning of the Reſurrecti- 
on. For the making vpot which account againſt 
that day,inthe beſt manner, rhe due confidera- 
tzon of the ſollicitous and induſtrious manner 
of Saint Pauls excerciſe and imployment,w1ll 
ſeruc for more then an ordinary preſident and 
| incouragement vnto vs all , and therefore, 1c- 
cording to the method propoſed, I will now 
| deſcend from the motine, tothe manner, as it 
| offereth ir ſelfe here to be conſidered. 

Second part. Heerein «w@& ««, by an viuall Elleipfis, for 
wr6-wins) 1 doe exerciſe my felte ; Hee ſaith 


16 J 


\ | doubtfully, Pcraduenture I ſhall, or faintly, I 
' / { purpoſeif Ican, or fainedly,with fome popiſh- 
\ | like reſeruatipn,I,or ſome other will ; but cou-. 
 ! ragiouſly,confidently, ſatis pro Apoſtolo, yea con- 

' ſtantly, inſtantly, ſatss pro 7zperio : In this doe 1 
exerciſe my ſelte,I deterre not the doing of it, 

| knowing it moſt neceſſary to be done. In this I 
| doe reallyand for the preſent, without delay, 
| readily, exerciſe (not others) but my ſelfe per- 
| ſonal ly,co haue a good conſcience,8&c.Whence 
| (youlee) many particular pregnant inſtructions 
mighr eaſily be deduced; but the general obfer- 
uation naturally arifing therfrom (vnder which 
rhe 


\ not, Herein I haue Iaboured, but cannot now,or | 
| will labour, but may not yet, hee ſpeakes not |. 


_ ——__— _ Fs 
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8, 


| the reſt are contained) and vpon which I mieanc 
' onely to infift,is this: Thatheauen,and heaue 


diligent ſeduliry,with a zealous care, and indy- 


It was not for nothing that the great Comman- 


mand vs, might condemne vs, will certainly 
-iudge vs, doth ſo often and ſo earneſtly incul- 
cate that ſoule-ſauing counſel, Strine to enter in- 


| 0 the ſtrait gate, intothe narrow way which lea- 


deth vnto lite ; he knew, and would haue vsto 


gaink our corruptions, without Gooping and 
1pping our ſclues of our carnall worldly 

fe&tions, there is no paſſage into the' narrow 
portall of heauen. We muſt, as the holy Ghoſt 
| chargeth, walke circumſpectly and preciſely, 


{ Epheſ.5. Make ſtraight ſteps to our feer, Hebr. 
12. Walke by a rules Gatz5. 16. Take heed to 


| keepe aneuen and direct courle, as it were.by 
line or leuell, that ſo we may haue entrance into 
the ſtrait gate, into the which, the proud man, 
with his high lookes ; the ambitious, with his 
| aſpiring thoughts;the malicious,with his {wel- 
[ling vncharitable heart, the Vſurer, with his 
full bags ; the drunkard,with his full cups, and 
' corrupt lungs ; the adulterer, with his fulſome 
' minions,and waſted loynes, can hauc no admit- 
| | TH tance; 


The conſcionable Chriftan, 


yy ings,ch pecially the treaſure of a cleare con- \. 
cience,which is an heauen vpon earth, 15 nort.! - 

calily come by, gotten and arrained ; but with | 
ſtrious conſtancy to be ſought for and acquired. 


| der of all things, Chriſt Icſus, who can com- | 


know, that withour ſtriuing and ſtruggling a-- 


af- 


| our wayes, with Dauid, Pſal. 39. and ſtrive to. 


1 
| 
( 
XN 


on ths 


Doct.z, | 


' 


Math. 7. | 
Luk. 3. 34: 


Epheſ.5.15; 
Heb. 13.13. 
| P(al,z9.r. | 
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The conſcionable Chriſtian. 


rance ; no admittance, if they liuc, and lye and 


die in their finnes without repentance : facili | 


deſcenſus anerni;, A man may goe to hell withour 
a ſtate, as the Heathen ſaith , ſed reuocare gra- 
dum, &c. But tomake a-ſtepro heauen, and ſo 
to ſeeke the Kingdome thereof, as to find it, ſo 
to finde it,as to 1n10y it, 1c labor,hoc opus eft , non 
puluinars, ſed puluerss : This, this indeed is a la- 
bour of great worth, a worke requiring much 
heedfulnefſe , diligence , and watchfulneſſe. 
Whercof our Apoſtle had good experience, 
and therefore for our learning and imitation, he 
hath left ir recorded, that hee did forget what 


was bchind, that is, account whatſocuer he had 


done or ſuffered already for Gods ſake,to bee 
as nothing, not worth rhe naming; bur this one 


thing he did, he did indeuour himſelfe to that 
which was before, and ſtriued to doe better, | 


and to bee'better, and followed hard towards 


the Marke, forthe price of the high calling of 


God in Teſus Chriſt ; So heere in my T&xt hee 


—————_— 


— 


excrciſed himſclte, that is, with diligertce and | 


| 


| 


dexterity; and continuall indeuour to the vr- 
mcſt, he purſued this one thing aboue all other 
things, to wit,the hauing and holding of a good 


conſcience, eſteeming it at ſo higha rate, as the | 
Merchant did the Pcarle for which hee fold all | 


that he had, accounting all things elſe as drofſe 
and loſe in compariſon thercof. He knew,that 


the imperfect Eflayes, proffers, and momentany | 
purpoles , and propenfiries of lazie languiſhing | 


withers & woulders, ripennot, reach not home 
| there- 


' 


( 


——_—_—__. 
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{itwith juſt meaſures of toy : Which ſpirituall 
| harmony (to giue you bythe way a taſte of it, | 
for the ſharpning of your appetite after it) asa |- 


right conſcience, wee ſhould-all , both Magi- 
ſtrates and Miniſters, and all other officers and | 


T be conſcionable Chriſtian. 
thereunto, and therefore with a ſteady ſerrled 
will, and full reſolution with the greateſt bent 
and extent of his regenerate rectified affection, 
(ſuchas was. in Dauid, wherc hee vowed and 
ſwore that hee would keepe Gods righteous 


| indgements ; and in Zoſhua, where hee rcſolue 


! 
| 
| 
: 
1 
1 


P.rtt9.106. 


| loſh.24.15. 


that whatſoever others did; hee and his houſe | 
would ſerue the Lord) purſueth the purchaſe of | 


this heauenly Iewcll, a good conſcience , in 
which purſuithe deſeructh our beſt imitation, 
and moſt zealous emulationtoo, So that as:-S. 
lerom,hauing read the a like and com- 
fortable death of Hilarion, (aid, Snrely Hilarion 
ſhall bethe Champion which I will follow. So 
hauing heard the godly care, and continuall in- 


deuour which Saint Pax! had to keepe an vp- 


inſtruments of Iufticc here preſent, religiouſly 
reſolue to make Saint Paul our Champion and 


| 
| 
| 


| 


guide, ina bufinefle of ſoſingular conſequence, |- 


henceforward cxcrciſing our ſelues inthis, to 
hauc alwayes a good cohſcience towards God 
and mcn , to haue, I fay, that tranquillity of 
mind,that heauenly Muficke, whereon the old 
Philoſophers doubrtully harped, but the gogd 
Chriſtian heart onely hearerh ir,and anſwereth | 


ſong of three parts, conliſteth ina three-fold 


Pax [upra,ex- 


peace, with God aboue vs, and men without vs, 


— | IG'rY 


——— 


1 ts. 


4 
| 
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[| .Petl.19. 


| 


| loh.3 .16, 


tf 
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| 


'| andthe ſoule within vs, and therefore is both | - 
hardto be gotten,and rare to be found. 


Bur after wee haue ſought heauen and earth, } 
behold,where onely the wearied Doue , the 
humbled Chriſtian. may finde this Oliue of 
peace, this peace of a good conſcience, name- 
© ly, tn that reconciliation te God, in that.re- 
© miſſion of ſinnes, and fruition of Gods fa- 


| © uour, which the eternall Peace-maker, the 
| © Sauiour of men, and anointed of God, 
|< Cnurisr IEsvs, hath procuredand pur- 


* chaſed, by the infinite price of his moſt pre- 


| © cious Blood ; the benefit whereof hee offers 


* tobe apprehended of vs by the ſpirituall hand: 
© of faith : Receiue then peace,and be happy; 

© belceue,and thou haſt receiued;by faith thou 

« art-intercſled in all that either God hath pro- | 
* miſed, or Chriſt performed. The faithfull | 
* apprehenſion and application of Chriſts all- 
<* ſuthcient ſatisfaction, makes it to bee thine. 
Vpon this ſatisfa&tionthou haſt the broad Seale 
of pardon and remiſſion; ypon remiſhon fol- 
lowes reconciliation; and vpon reconciliation, 
peace of conſcience. O heauenly peace,where- 
by alone we areat league withour felues, and 
God with vs,without which,all other pleaſures 
are to be piried; without which, the heart will 
deny tobe checred, though all the world bee 


| her Minſtrell and Mufician. When therefore 


thy conſcience, like a ſterne Sergeant, ſhall 
catch thee by the throate, and arreſt theevpon 
Gods debt, let this be thy plea, that thou haſt 

| already} 


OE IEA omg 


1 Let this be thy fortreſſe and brazen Bulwarke 


= 


accuſations whatſoceuer. For what can accuſe 


quittance ſealed ro thee from heauen vpon thy 
true faith, and ſtraightway thou ſhalt ſee her 
fierce lookes changed into friendly ſmiles, and 
that hand which was ready violently to drag 
thee to priſon, now louingly to imbrace thee, 
and fight for thee againſt all temptations and 


or condemne, where God and the confcience 
do acquit? Hic murus ahenews eſto,nil conftire tihi: 


in all aſſaults of thy ſpirituall enemies, that thou 
haſtno finne varepented ; no corruption vnbe- 
wailed, with the guilt wherofthou canſt charge 
thy felte. Surely thou canſt nor be by the falſe 


© The conſeionable Chriſtian, « 
already paid it, bring foorth thar bloody ac- | 


iudgement of another made miſcrable, who 
art thus by the true teſtimony: of thine owne 
conſcience become bleſſed ,| the vniuſt excla- 
mations of the wicked withour, ſhall not be a- 
ble to hurt thee, whilſt the juſt acclamarion of 
thy witneſſe within, doth cleere and cheere 


thee , nay, rather thou ſhalt make to thy ſelfe a | 
Garland of the falſc aſperſions of Sycophants, | 


and be able comfortably & confidently to ay, 
as S. Auſtin, in a caſe not much vnlike ſaid ; 
Fideliter in conſpettu Dei dico, ere. I ſpeake it 10-| 
lemnely in the fight of God, that I am not j nn 
'y roany of thoſe actions wherewith my aduer- 

ary chargeth me, fince the time I was baptized 
inthe name of Chriſt, and therefore haue no 
cauſero be (ad, but to reioyce and exult. Goeto 


then,ye righteous, reioyce in the Lord, fing 


merrily, |. 


Saluianud, 


Aug, contlit, | 
Petill.z.c.6, | 


pon ENT th 


Ro m——_—_ 


g 
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| 


| merrily,ye thar are purged and pacified by faith 


. 
Ruies for the 


preſeruing ofa 


g0. d conſc1- 


Eli ©s 


©. 
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in Chriſts Blood, to the mighty God of your 
ſaluation. Walke cheerefully on inthe way of 
peace,thus chalked foorth vnto you: let no dith- 
culry be a ſufficieat excuſe to hinder you in the 
Lerſhice of this peace of con{cience,which of all 
other things is moſt precious, and yeelds ſwee- 
teſt and durableſt contentment ; and that you 
may ſo haud it , that you may alſo hold it faſt, 
and be confirmed inthe ſame, put mn daily pra- 
| Etice theſe few rules, Firſt, in reſpect of God, 
labour and indcuour by all holy exerciſes of 
Praycr,ot hearing the Word of God, by confte- 
rence and Meditation,to find the fruition of his 
ſweet preſence renzwed in you. Secondly, in 
reſpect of your {clues and your actions, you 
muſt refolue by 'a ſecret vow paſſed betwixt 
God and the ſoule, to rctraine trom all occaſt-| 
ons of dipleafing his Maicſty , to performe Ca- 
nonicall obedience in all required duties, and 
to doe nothing doubtfully with intricate ſuſ- 
penſion of mind. And laſtly,in reſpet of your 
eſtate, it behooucth you wholly to roll your 
{clues, and relie on the prouidence of the 
Higheſt,and to conſider what{ocuer comes vn- | 
toyou, that it commeth from a Diuine hand, | 
whole Almighty power is guided by a moſt. 
| wiſe prouidence, and tempered witha fatherly 
loue, and ſo to be per{waded, the eftate where- | 
inyouarc, tobe beſt of all for you., becauſe he 
willcth it, who foreſces and effe&s what is beſt 
for his. Theſe, as a threefold cord diuinely 
| twiſted, | 


, 


| and ſoft voyce(gently admoniſhing vs to auoyd 


\ 
[ 


| 


and righteouſneſſe thereof, or walking, as 0- 


I" SPIE 


The conſcionable Chriſtian, 
twiſted, are ſ ufhciently able ro ſtrengthen in Vs, 
andto-confirme vnto ys the hold-faſt of a good 


| quiet conſcience. Torhe which gencrall rules, | 


rheſe particular helpesare ſubordinate, which! 
the con{cionable Chriſtian may, and muſt vſe 
for his ſurer footing,and better furtherance in 
the way to heauen. i 


Firſt,his holy care muſt bee foto heare the | *- Helpe- | . | 


Word,as witha ſettled purpoſe to yeeld obe- 


dience from the heart, tothe forme of doctrine | rom.s.:7, | 


whercunto he is deliuered , nottalking, as ma- 
ny doe in a dreame,of the -Kingdome of God, 


thers doe (with reſpec to their profit or prefer- 
ment) in ſome good duties, as Herod did, but 
with an heart inlarged by grace, running in all 
the wayes of Gods Commandements, blefling 


God for theday-lighrof rhe=Goſpell, and the | 


opportunity offered thereby,of caſting off the 
workes of darkneſfſe,and putting onthe armour 
of light ; imbracing at all times the found of 
the Word,not onely when it commeth ina ſtil! 


the quagmires of voluptuouſneſſe, the thorny 
copſe of-couctouſneſle, and the ſtickle path of 
pride,and to. walke precifcly in the pleaſant and 
proſperous wayes of wiſcdome,) but alſo when 
as a Trumpet it ſoundeth the Alarmof iudge- | 
ment againſt ſecure and impenitent ſinners, that 
ſo he may be kept inawe, and fay with the Pro- 

phct, O Lord,T heard thy voyce and was atraid, 


IT 


\ 


Plalm.I19, | 


Prou. g. 's 


Hab. 3.2. 
| Pal.itg. 120, 


my fleſhtrembleth for feare of thy tudgments, 


_—_— cc. 


—— 


E 2 Sccondly, 


Ezck. $. 


| P(al.11 9.1 c6, 


| , 


Verſ.8,9.- | 


| | Land of vptightneſle doe wickedly) for their 


| caſton,and confined by limitation, bur ſincere 


Iade,yerſ.20. 


— 


—— T he conſeidnable Chriſtian. | 


Secondly, with the fairhtull,Efa.26, he is fo 
ro wait for the Lord in the way of his iudge- 
ments,with his ſoule deſiring him in the night, 
and with his ſpirit ſeeking him in the morning, 
' that thereby he may nor onely be terrified, but 
; as the Prophet there ſpeaketh, learne righte- 
| ouſhefſe,and beholdthe high hand of God, as 
' well in protecting the vertuous,and compaſſing | 
| them about witha wall of brafle for their de- 


tence,as in puniſhing the vicious, (which inthe 


| deſtruction, 
|  Thirdly,that his profcſſon and practice may 
be no way mimicall,and grounded only on oc- 


and intire, without dodging and reſcruation;he 
muiſt bind himſclfe with Dautds vow, and make 
| acouenant betwixt God and has {oule, that hee 
| will performe his righteous iudgements, and 
) beas the Clocke inthe houſe where hee liueth, 
' inthe company where he conuerſeth, awaking 
| others to doe their duties ; and to this end muſt 
daily edifie himſelfe in his moſt holy faith, 
| praying inthe holy Ghoſt, that God, ( whoin 
his conuerſion rowzed him our of the {Icepe of 
{ſinne) would, by the neuer-ceaſing influence of 
that grace which firſt awaked him, keepe al- | 
vwayes his heart awake, and not ſuffer him 
to fleepeas others doc,and let flip opportunity 
| of grace,but preſerue him watchfull and ſober, 
' that ſo continuing the ſpiritual motion . of 
 prayer,thankeſgiuing, meditation, and exami- 


| nation 


— 
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nation of his heart and life, he may be preſerued,| 
in his ſpirir, and not tranſgrcſſe, Mal. 2. and | wal.z.1s. 
more and mare ſtrengthen in himſelfe the good 
[things which elſe would bee ready to dye, | Rev3.2e 
Reuecl. 3, - | | 

* Fourthly, hemuſt with all diligence auoyd | 4 
that repletion of worldly deſires, and carnall | _ 
delights, which our Sauiour ſhewes to bee an e- | 
ſpeciall enemy to Chriſtian watchfulneſſe, and”! 


tent to {it downe and write fifty for an hundred; | Luk-16. 
that is,toabridge himſelfe of many profits and | . 
pleaſures; yea,by ſcaſonable abitinence,he isro_ 
bring his fleſh into ſubie&ion,and by perpetuall 
ſobriety,ro fencerhe City of his ſoule, that by 
any. rout. or riot of voluptuouſncile, the walls | 
thereof be not broken downe. . 

{| Fifthly, he is with the I{raelites, Numb.9;to | 5 

| keepethe warch of the Lord ; andasthey fixed | Numb.9.23. 
{ their cyes onthe pillar of acloud by day, and 

| of fire by night, that according thereto they | 
might reſt or remooue ; ſo the conſcionable 
Chriſtian is to marke and obſcrue diligently | 


ls. 


__ | Gods workes and dealings with others and 


himſelfe, and when hee calles ro feaſting or | 
; mourning,is to haue his eyes opened, and his | 
ſenſes awaked,to entcrtaine the Lords mercies- 
or iudgements with ioy os ſorrow, as hee hath | 
appoynmed : Contrary to the diſpolition of | amors.s. 
thoſe retchleſle rebellious perſons by the Pro- | te, ;.;. 
phets condemned, Amos 6. Ier.s. Ela.22. 

Laitly, that hee may conſtantly ſtand onthe | 6 

wh E 3 guard ; 
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with the wile Steward, Luk. 16. muſt be con; | Luk 21: 34: 


” Im... ets. de. ooo 
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Luk.12.3 5. 


YL 


I Pſal.127 


Vſe 3 


; 


| fields, good friends,go00d houſes, good horſes, 


| world{like to that conetous Cardinall, which 
| preferred his portion in Paris, before his part 
in Paradiſe ) exerciſe rhemſelues wholly, and 


| T he conſcionable Chriſtian. 


i _ ——_— 


guard of faith andagoodconſcience, heeis ſc- 
riouſly to meditate on, and daily'to expe 

Chriſts comming to Indgement ; that whether | 
| he come at evening, or morning, or midnight, 
he may be ready with his Lampe burning, and 
loynes girded,co entertaine him : and finally, 
forthe tull and finall preſcruation of his con- 
ſcience fromruine, hee is in humble prayer to 
commend the keeping thereof to the neuer- 
flecping Keeper of 1racl, that hee making his 


{ 


through faith vnto eternall life. . Beleeue mce | 
then( Fathers and Brethren) the procuring, and 
preſeruing of this true Diamond, which flings 
beames of comfort vpon the ſoule of this true 
Rubic,which carryes in her face the colour of 
vertue, of this-ſoueraigne cordiall of a good 
and quiet conſcience, requireth an excellent 
excrciſed man,well skild in the pure and pious 
trade of Chriſtianity,&c.  _ | | 
Wherefore whileſt the Wizards of this 


theirgreateſt wit,cunning and policy, to gaine 
and retaine good cſtates, good Farmes, good 


good clothes, good cuery thing clſe, but care 


Watch-rower therein, it may bee preſcrued | 


| not for this onely permanent and Paradiſaicall 
good of an vpright conſcience , let all of vs 
that would be accounted godly, wiſc, & proui- 


| dent fora better world, makeit our principall 
care 


—_— y—_ 
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T he conſcionable Chriſtian, 


| care and ſtudy to get this choyce Iewell of ad- | 


mirable vertue and operation,andtoſer it in the 
beſt and chicfelt roome of our holy and hearry 
affection,as a bleſſing of all bleſſings : ſufficienr 
for preſentmainrenance,Pſalm. 84. and future 
inheruance, Luk. 1 >” I. With which, that wee 
may be really poſſeſſed, and fo royally bleſſed, 
it is generally rcquired of vs all, (as inpart jr 
bath,and ſhal be more fully declared hereafter) 
that we be, according to our ſcuerall callings, 
much exerciſed! in prayer, in thankeſgiuing, in 
hearing,reading,and meditating of the Word, 
much in paticnce,temperance, repentance,obe- 


| dience, Gods mercics and iudgements on our 


{clues and others,muſt be daily conſidered; his 
Temple,on publike folemne aſſemblies, duely 


frequented; his Throneof grace _——_ de- | 
] uotion often ſollicited; his diftre 


ed ſeruants 
piticd and relieved ; eſpecially: wee muſt be in- 


uredto a daily dilgent ſearch and examination | 


of our ſoules by that ſcrutiny in Sereca, Anima 
mea,quid fecifis hodte? O my {oule,whar haſt thou 
done today ? thar'{o comming to atrue fſighr 
and ſorrow of our ſinnes and corruptions, wee 
may humbly confeflſe them, feruently craue 

dan for them, and by faith in.Chriſts blood, 
be afluredof the forgiuencile of them, and fo 
with peacc of conſcience, and ioy of hearr, 
walke on checrfully in the religious race of 
godlineſle and vertue, to the iourneys end of 
cndlefle felicity. Herein, and therein ought we 
to be cxercul ed, if we would inioy the comfort 
| and 
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| order,iuſtice and equiry in Church or Com- 


| and that nor only of you, the chiefe agents and 


| whereunto weare called, for the propagation 


gods, was a precept much vſed and obſerued : | 
' how much more inthe ſeruices of the God of 


garions? Theſe,and euery of theſe, forthe dif- 
| charge of a good conſcience herein,and there- | 
| HAY ro Saint Pants practice, muſt excr- | 


| ctrine propoſed (me thinkes) here come with- 


Sy 
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and credit of conſcionable Chriſtians. And as | 
theſe generall duties of Chriſtianity are care- 
fully to be performed, ſo the particular offices 


of Religion and piety, or the preſeruation of 


monwealth,are ſeriouſly to be attended and cx- 
ecuted. Hoc agite,in the ſacrifices of the heathen 


heauen,eſpecially inthat great buftneſfle of In- 
ſtice and Iudgement, whereunto, by God, the 
King and the Countrey, the moſt of you are 
now deſigned, ſhouldthe ſaid precepr ( Doe yee 
the, that 1s, intend and apply all the faculties of 
your mind to the doing of it)be kept inuiolable: 


miniſters,burt of all others the inſtruments and | 
aſſiſtants of Iuſtice 5 whether witneſſes, who. 
are faithfully to prooue the ation ; or counſel. 
lours,who are formally to plead the cauſe, or 
Iurators,who are vprightly to cenſure the alle- 


ciſe themfelues, and that ingeniouſly, withour: 

finiſter affe&ion ; and that inſtantly,as the occa- 

ſton is ivcn,withour put-offs to after-times, or 
any tedious protraction. | 

Sothatto come to a ſecond vſe of the do- | 

in compaſle of iuſt cenſure, diuers Chriſtians 

(as] 
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"The conſeionable Chriſtian, 
(as they eſteeme themſelues)-ro be ſharpely re- 


prooued, for their ſecurity and groſle ſtupidity, 
inflighting,negleing and procraſtinating ne- |. 


ceſſary duties, who thinke and ſpeake much 
of doing, but leaue to doe the effect of their 
thinking ; who mention and motion many 
things fit to be acted and done, forthe reforma- | 
tion of diſorders, and matters amifle in them- 


ſelues and family at home, in the Church and }. 


Common-wealth abroad, but as weaklings and 
flacke-graces, ſet not their hands to theworke, 
thruſt not themſelues forth with Dauzds reſolu- 
tion, Pſalm. 101. to the ſpcedy execution of the 
ſame, Farre be they from the Prophets and our 
Apoſtles ſpirit and reſolution, farre from the 


obedient diſpofition which was in Father -- |. 


braham, whoaccording to Gods Commande- | 


{ ment, forthwith circumciſed his family, Geneſ. 


17. putaway.the bond-woman and her ſonne, 
Gen.2 1. yea,readily and betimes went on his 
iourney,to ſacrifice his onely beloued Sonne 


Iſaac,Gen. 22. and not asking a reaſon for it, | 


which he thought to be preſumprion ; or oppo- 
ſing any carnall rcaſon againſt it, which hee 
knew to be rebellion, inſtantly did rhat hee was 


called vnto, and commanded to doe with all | 


expedition. Bur alas,theſe, (and are not ſome of 
you, Fathers, many of you, Brethren,fuch?) ci- 
ther in fauour to themſclues, or for teare of 0- 
thers, ſtand (till with the idlers in the market, 
and doe nothing ; or hauing begun well, reuolr 


with Demas,dilappoynt with Meroz,or follow a 
| LS Þ farre 


Math.20, 
1. Tim.4.10,! 
ludg. $» - 


”— Aa AA a et es ttt at att... tt ” 


Pliny, 


| 


_— — 


| 


| of riot with others, and as-if it were no diſpa-' 


{weare by authority, oppreſſe and extorr by li-| 
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farre off, as Peter did Chriſt, and doe not put 
themſclues forward to the reforming of any 
courſe that is euill, or the furtherance of any 
cauſe that is good. Yca,whereas the places and 
callings of {ome require, that they ſhould, as 
State-Phyſicians, purge themſeclues of all di- 
ſtempered humours,that they might the more 
effectually worke on the humorous diſtempe- 
ratures of others, and that they ſhould bee pa- 
trons of peace and picty,and- patterncs of tem- | 
pcrance and honeſty, that ſo they mighr the 
more boldly reproue,and ſoundly reprefle the 
lewd and lawleſſe irregularitics of the ſonnes 
of Belial,wherwith thete times ſwarme : They, 
on the cortrary runne a racc of the like excefſe 


IL 


ragement, but rather an ornament vnto them ; 


cence ; drinke,that I may not fay, drab ir too, 
withour controll, withour fearc, care or con{ci- 
A 

Such,and ſuch, with ſhame and gricfec I ſpeak 
it,are mote then a good many of our neuter-| 
paſſiue Magiſtrates, {car-crow Conſtables, and 
meale-mouthed .ynder-officers in Towne and | 
Countrey, who reſembling Oftritches, which 
haue grear feathers, but no flight, or Juptters 
Blocke caſtamongſt the Frogs, to bee the king, 
whom they feared at firſt for its greatneſſe, but 
deſpiſed at length for its Rilneſſe , ſuffer many | 
hainous and hidious enormities of whoredom, 
blaſphemy, drunkennefſe, prophaning of the 

| Sabbath, | 


The conſcionable Chriſtian, 


Sabbath.,and wilfull recuſancy to paſſe by them 
vncontrolled, and are loth (leſt they might bee 
accounted preciſe and pragmaricall)to cxerciſe 
themſclues inthis, to ſee theſe and the like abu- 
| fes puniſhed or reformed. So that as Demoſthe- 
nes pocnevings complained,that by the Atheni- 
[ans ſlothfulnefſe,the power of their aduerſary, 
Phitip,King of Macedon, was greatly augmen- 
ted ; ſo may we that are Miniſters _y com- 
plaine, that by the remiſneſfe of the aforeſaid 
Magiſtrates and Officers, the kingdome of 'Sa-. 
tan, inthoſe his vicious vicegerents is Cxcce- 
dingly inlarged. | 
| And therefore we doe the more humbly in- 
treat you,my Honourable Lords, according to 
the great meaſure of courage, wiſedome and 
| _ which God hath giuen you, that you 

would with an heroicall ſpirit, incounter the 
many-headed monſtrous Hydra of ſinfull abu- 
ſes, intheſe exulcerate times, and by an Hercu- 


| the farre-ſpreading branches of all Stare-ſpoy- 
| ling, couenant-breaking, Church-robbing , 
| ſoule-tnurthering iniquity, which bearcth vp 
creſt and breſt too,againſt all the inferiour Ma- 
oiſtracy. Some faults, I know,may be like Cum- 
min-ſeed,beaten out with the rod, as the Pro- 
pher ſpeakerh, Efa. 28. other more {candalous 


| offences, like fitches,muſt be drinen our with a | 


| flaile, but the cart-wheele ir ſelfe muſt make a 
| noyſe, that is, the ſeuereſt puniſhment muſt bee 


| inflited,where the parties peccant will not bee | 


lean arme of publike juſtice, by degrees cut off | - 


Plat. 


Eſa.38$. 27, 
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reformed,cſpecially the incorrigible followers 
of drunken, Bacchus, the profefled friends of 
Romith Bal/aam,without dallying or delay, muſt 
be confronted,curbed.,confounded; wherein, if 
you (my Lords) ſhall duly excrciſc your autho- 
rity, and (as chicfe ſubſtitutes vader God and 
our King, for the redreſſing of inormities inthis 
Circuit) approouc your fidelity and integrity, 
afſure your ſelues, wce ſhall bee cucr ready to 
bleſle God for you, & to pray that God would 
blefſe you.,thart you may continue a bleſſing vn- 
ro vs,in the. confcionable execution of your Iu- 
diciall function. . 

For the better exccution whereof,the voyce 
of more thena man.,and lowder then a Trum- 
pet,is here neceſlary, not ſo much to rowze yp 
your conſciences, as to quicken and inlue the 
conſciences of infcriour Miniſters,officers, and 
inſtruments of 1iuſtice, by their 1oynt labours 
and vigilancy,by their diligent inquiſition,truc 
information, & godly reſolution, to be aftiſtant 
vnto you, inthat great worke which you hauc 
to doe, for the preſeruing and promoting of 
oodlinefſe,peace and honeity, for the ſuppreſ- 
ſing and puniſhing of irreligionand luxury, law- 
leffe contention and popery in theſe quarters of 
the Land. For as the Clocke, though it bee of 
the beſt merall and making, will not ſtrike or- 
derly and truly,but much therein will be out of 
frame and faſhion,if the leſſer wheeles, as well 
as the greater,keepe not their due and regular 
motion : So in the curious Clockworke of 


. Tuſtice, | 


—_— 


EDI ic ate muy pac 


a 45 


4 ground, becauſe theſe golden heads haue dirty 
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| Oxen in my cares: as Samnel ſpake t9 Saul,1.Sa. 
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| Inſtice, there will bee many exorbirancies ( al- | 
 beir the chiefe agents and moouers therein bee 
neuer ſo ſound in their integrity) if the vnder- 
agents and inſtruments of Iuſtice ( as witneſſes, | 
inproning the action ; Counſellers,in pleading 
and proſecuting the cauſe ; Queſt-men, in ſit- 
ting and cenſuring the cuidences and allegari- : 
ons) doe notallo take care and make confcience | 
of diſcharging their duries. | 

And as Nebuchadnezzars Image , Dan. 2. | 
though it had a golden head, yer fell ro the | 
ground, and was daſhed in pieces, becauſe it | 
had feet of clay : Euen ſo, though the chiefe 
Magiſtrates, the reuerend Iudges, and fome 
worthy Iuſticers, bee as golden heads in pla- 
ces of indicaturc, and doe dcfire and indeuour 
to diſchargetheir bounden duty; yet we hearc 


too often, that truth and cquiry falles to the 


| 


| 


teer, couetous vndermining feruants, corrupt 
&chearing vnder-officers,which fer to fale,con- | 
ſcience &honeſty.If theſe things be not ſo, what | 

meaneth the bleating of Shcepe and lowing of | 


that is, What meane the mourntull complaints | 
| of many poore plaine Country men,6& wronged 
Widdowes, who comming from farre to the 
| Aſfiſes and Serſions, for Tuſtice, and redrefſe of | 
 inturies, returne full often home againe , with | 
TOE I” 4 
' much diſcomfort of heart , fit downe in heaui- | 
neſſe, and cry out with teares and wringing of 
\* harids 2 Alas, what a thing is-this * I had 
| Lo E 2 thought 
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| 


of the weale-publicke,lic a ſleeping. Rather as | 


<* thoughtto haue found Iuſtice, ro haue had 
« ſome rcdrefle of my wrongs, relicfe of my 
<* wants, remedy of my euils, and an end of my 
<« ſuite in Law; but I ſee, I feele, I finde, thar 
< there is little equity, conſcience, or honeſty , 
* much diſſembling, double-dealing, and par- 
< tiality, the moſt things are ruled by fauour 
< and affection,and greatneſle will haue the vi- 
* cory,my iourncy is long,my cxpences great, 
* my raul painctull, wn. caſe het cleſſe , la- 
<bour fruitleffe, ſorrow endleſle, Br I thinke 
*© my matterpur off from time to time, Terme' 
© to Terme, will neuer be ended,&c. 

O ye ſeates of Indgement,be aſhamed of this, 
and ye thrones of Juſtice, bluſhar this iniquity, 
and ye Fathers and Brethren, on whom depen- 
deth the redreſle of theſe enormities; Let the 
cry, I beſeech you, of the poore fatherleffe and 
innocent, enter into your cares and hearts, and 
mooue you to exerciſc true judgement, and to | 
ſhew mercy to your poore diſtreſſed Brethren, 
Vpand be doing what you ought to doe, and 
the Lord will bce with you. Heerein exerciſe 
your ſclues, that euery day, and cuery action of | 
the day, may witnefle your defire and indeuour 
to keepe and diſcharge a good conſcience to- 
wards God and men. O ſuffer not your Religi- 
on and profeſſion, your credit and reputation, 
godly courſes , good mens cauſes, and your 
owne conſciencesrolicableeding,whileſt you, 


r00 indulgent ouer your ſclues, and regardleſſe 
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 ſentinels in a watch,\kcepe your ſelues cuer wa- 
king and intent to that worke, office, and im- | 
ployment, whereunto, by occaſion of theſe ſo- 
lemne Afſfiſes, youare called and aſſigned.” And 
' as for you which are called hither to bee wit- 
nefles, to teſtific the truth in matters of xghr 
or wrong, life or death, hearken briefly to | | 
your watch-word, and apply itto your ſclues | | 
as your owne proper Motto ;. Dicatur weritas, 
| rumpatur inuidia : Though enuy and greatneſle | 
ſwell, ſwear, fume, fecr, and burſt in twaine; | 
| ſpeake ye the truth, and the whole truth , and | 
| nothing but the truth, withour feare or fauour, | 
7 for ſmall as great, ſtranger as Brother, and the | 1 
| Godof Truth ſhall be with you, and you ſhall | 
hauc both the teſttmony of honeſty for your | 
| credit. among men , and the teſtimony of a 
| } good conſcience , for your comfort before 
God. | 

| Andas for youthat are Turors of the Grand 
f or petty Queſt, preſumed by the Law to be ei- 
| ther Gentlemen of note for wiſedome and in- 

; | regrity ; or Yeomen of good fame, for credit 
| * [and honeſty; hearken you likewiſe ro your 


& Poles Ru Soles he 
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watch-word, and take this vnto you for your 
Impreſa, Ruat celumsfiat inſtitia : Though the skie | 
fall, and the mountaines fume, and the mighty | 
rich ill ones frowne ncuer ſo much ,; yet let | 
right be done; Sift well and examine al! proofes | 
and euidences ; take heed, offer no violence to | 
your conſciences ; but according to truth and | 

equity let matters be indifferently ſcanned, an | | 

| | : Oo x 
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ſo let your vnpartiall verdict bce boidly deli- 


A 


1 uered. | | 
'f And as for you that are Aduocates and 


Counſellers of Law , I pray '( without any 
Church-pinching prohibition) giue me leaue, 
in the name of him who can command you, 
may condcmne you, and will certainely 1udge 
you, to giue you alſo your watch-word and 
Embleme, which ſhall be this , Pereat nummus, 
ſeruetur innacentia:Let vniuſt gaine of doubled 
trebled fees periſh inthe pit of, hell, and bee ve- 
terly abandoned, and according to your Othce 
of pleading your Clients cauſe tormally , and 
proſecuting his affaires faithfully,as much as in 


| a" lieth, let innocency be preſcrued,vſec your 


eſt indeuour that right may bee had with mo- 
derate expence, vie the Law lawtully , that it 
may prooue a ſpeciall and ſpeedy remedie of 
wrongs, and not an Engine or trap to inſnarc 
the weake, as many complaine ; what © though 
for your plaine and conſcionable dealing , you 
loſe your fecs and profit in the place of 3 209 
ment on carth, yet bec aſſured of this, your in- 
nocency ſhall procure you a bcrter reward at 
the Indgementſeate in heauen. 
And now for you the reuerend Sages and 
honourable Indges of this Circuit; and for you 


| alſo, the praiſe-worthy Iuſticers of this Shire : 


what remaineth to be done © but only this, thar 
(out of your owne ingenuous diſpoſition, with- 
out any preſcription ot mine ) you ſhould ioyne 


together (what in places of iudicature may not 


— 


| be) 


——— 


— 
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be pur aſunder ) all theſe Symbolicall ſenten- 


next : and then in the third place, Seruetur 7nno- 
centia - whereunto,adde for a Creſt (ro make vp' 


Dominctur conſcientia. 

Thus if looking vpto God, who is preſent 
and chicte Preſident in your afſcmblies , you 
ſhall, in a reuerent feare of his Name , ſcethat 
truth bee teſtified and deliuered, TIuſtice done 
and executed, innocency preſerued and protect- 


ed, and a good conſcience inall things kept and | 


p_ ; then ſhall the mountaines and hilles 
ring vnto the people peace and proſperity , 


| then ſhall Tuſtice, as the Sunne ; Mercy, as the 


Moone ; other vertues, as the Starres ; thine a- 
bout your ſeates of Gouernement , to the con- 
founding of the wicked,and the comfort of the 
godly : Which God grant, by the affiſt- 
ance of his grace,to the praiſe of his 
Slory. Amen, Amen, 


G 


_ 


the compleate coate of a gracious Magiſtrate ) | 


ces, and quarter them as ſo many Scutchions; | 
with the Armes of your houſes and offices,in | 
' [this order :| Dicatur weritas , firſt : Fiat inſtitia, 


| 
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The Text: AQs 24. 16. | 
Heerein therefore doe I exerciſe wy ſelfe, ts haue 
ahwayes an wpright confcience towards God and 


L258 S the Prophet 7owas brought 
BA 944 the ſame —_— to the Ni-| 
Sefione S&2% neuites at his ſecond ſending 
MAMA a vnto them : fo doe I bring 
FACS? (Right Honourable, &c. ) the 
| ſame Text of Scripture, at this 
my ſecond calling before you, deſiring to end 
what the laſt Afſſiſes I began,and to adde a roofe 
tro that foundation which then T laid, and to 
giue'an account of ſuch particulars as remaine 
yet vndiſcufſed, of thar generall Bill of parcels, | 
which then I exhibited ro your Chriſtian con- | 
{1deration. 
And hauing then(as you may remember)ſpo- 
cn. 


—_ 
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_ 
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ken gencrally (according to the modell of time 
allotted for me to ſpeake, and you to heare ) of 
the reall religious practice , and the actuall 
Chriſtian imployment of Saint Pazl, profecu- 
ting withall Rich doctrines and vics as the mo- 
tiue and manner of his imploymcnt did offer to 
our obſcruation; I come now by orderly de- 
{cent to handle more eſpecially the matter ſub- 
ie, and meane bulineſſe of conſcience; where- 
in he was thus ſeriouſly imployed and exerci- 
ſed : And for my better proceeding therein, 
and your profiting thereby, will by Gods aſ- 
{iſtance, and your continued patience, preſent 
to the eyes of your vnderitanding. | 


| 


C Firſt, Conſcience it ſelte, as in her nature, 
properties, and offices ; in her power, com- 
mand,and Soueraignty ſhe is confidered tobe 
neat, 
, Secondly, I will commend to your view 
and entertainement, an vpright conſcience.,as 
in her cauſes and effects , in her priuiledges, 
of being the beſt Gardian, Counſellor, and 
pen es ſhee is found to bee ſingularly 
OO . H 
k And thirdly, as her goodnefle (according 
to the latitude thereot ) extendeth ir4elte, in | 
reſpe@of time, alwayes, thorow the whole 
courſe of mans life, to the pertormance of all 
good duries, concerning Godand man. Here- 


t Conſcience towards God and men. 


im doe I exerciſe my ſelfe, to haue alwayes a good 
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Of Lache of F theſe i in their order ; and firſt, of | 


conſcience, according to its power and great- 
netle ; whereof my purpoſe is-not to make an 


| Exact Scholaſticall Diſcourſe, but to touch rhe 


! 


| tops of generall notions,and ach Gtdcons Sonl- 
| dicrs, Iudg. 7.to lap at thebrinkes of thoſe ri- 


| ucrs wherein others haue de cpcly waded, and 
' with Jonathan, 1.Sam.14. to glue youatalſte on 


; the tipof my rod, of rhat fight- clecring hony- 


| fveernefſe which therefrom may bc g oathercd. 


Whcrcfore|patſing by the 'nicitics'and curious 


| peculations of Schoolz:-men, whether conſci- 


| ence be an Act or an Habit, a faculty Theoricall 
or Practicall, ſimple or mix, and compounded 
| of both, w hether ſeared in the vndcritanding, 


' will, or memory, as the proper ſubicct thereof, 


|| GeC. "and paſſing oucr with a light finger, and 
dry foot , the Rhctoricall Norifications and 


II'w ity Illuſtrations thereof , drawne from its 
| offices, adiuncts, ctfects, wheti and where it is 
| deciphered ro be a mans beſt friend, ſooneſt of- 
- | fended ; or bittereſt foe, hardlieſt appealed; a 
'bridlebefore ſinne,to Preucnt it; aſcourgeafter 


{innc;ro/punith it, # 20H /tiCus index Judex;tarniſex; Ce 
in briefe ro bethie ſoulcs Schoolemaſter, Mo- 
nitar., and Domeſticall Preacher, mans turelar 


| Godand protCttor, Gods Law-Booke, Leiger, 


Ambaſſadour,Spic,Intclhgencer,and therrueſt 


| Prognoſticatour in a mans Lad or breſt; 


| forerclhng what ſhall become of him hieteafter, 
| &c:; As anabftract of all rhe premifſes;, I will 


| br icf y and { piaing ly commend:t@ your conſide- 


ration, 


Co ng 
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' Conſcicnce (lo called,cither a cords ſcientia, 
in reference to the {oule, reflefting and recoy- 
ling vpon it ſelfe,or 4 ſcientia cum alio, in reſpect 


ration , che nature and cflence of confcicnce, | 
vnder theſe rermes f a definition or defcrip- | 


+ 
= 


| Deſcription of 


| conſcie:ice. 
Bern, 
Aquin. 


'ro God, with whom it is a co-witnefle of what- 


' ſoeucris inman) isa noble and diuine power | 


Rom, 2,1s5, 


| and faculty, planted of God in the fubſtance | 


; of mans ſoule, working vpon it ſelfe by reflecti- 
| on,and taking exactnoticc,as a Scribe or Regi- 


Eſa.30.21. 


| 


| ſter,and determining as Gods Viceroy: and de- | 


| puty,Tudge of all that is inthe mind, will affe- 
| Ctions,actions,and whole life of man. 

| Tnameitafaculty,andnot a bare ac, becauſe 
| ſundryactiss,as to teſtifie, accuſe,excuſe,acquir, 
| condemn,are glue ynto it. I terme ita noble di- 


, depoſed from their ſubic,and feparated from 
| the ſoule , bur Conſcience, as it is borne with 


uine power, and not an humane acquired habit, 
| becauſeacts and habits roo may be gotand loſt, | 


| 
Prob, deſc. 


CE es er es en toms 


vs,ſo it will neuerlcauc vs, it is indiuiduall, jn- | 


 ſeparable,there isno putting of it to flighr, or 


flying from it, zec fugere, nec fugare eam poterts - | 


bur it will ſay rorhee, as Ruth ro Naomi, I will 
'goc with thee whereſocuer thougocſt. To bee 


Ruth x, 


— _ 


- briefe,I giue it roome and place in the whole | 


{oute,and doe nor,as ſome haue done, thrult ir | 
into acornerthercof,as it it were a part onely | 


of the practicall-vnderſtanding, becauſc the 0: | 


peration of it cannot bee circumſcribed in nar- 
rower bounds then the ſoule it ſelfe ; andthere- 
| G 3 tore 
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fore the Hebrewes aptly call it »» Prou. 15. 15. 
and the Greeke =, that is, heart or ſoulc, 
r.Ioh.3. Laſtly,I giuc it thetitle of Gods Re- 
giſter and deputy-Iudge,becaule ir is onely in- 
teriour to God, and vnder him holds court in 


the ſoule of man,and is the principall comman- | 
derandchiefe controller of all his doings and 


deſires, determining of all his actions, either 


with him to excuſe and abfolue, or againſt him: 


to accuſe and condemne : and that for the con- 
uerſion of ſome,and confuſion of others; 
The conſcience endowed with theſe royal- 


ties,reſtdeth, I confeſle, principally in the vn- | 
| derſtanding,as her Metropolis Palace-Throne, 
and thereby exerciſeth her chicte funtions,but 
'yetin the whole ſoule, commonly called the 
 confiſtory of conſcience,ſhe keepeth a compleat 
court, and in the ſeuerall parts.thereof produ- 


ceth occaſionally ſeuerall operations ; whence, 
in common ſpeech we ſay, My conſcience tels 
mec.I did this,or did not that; ther's an action of 
the memory. My conſcience bids mee, or for- 
bids me to doe this;ther's an action of the will. 
Andagaine,It ſmites me,checks me,it comforts 
or torments me, What are theſe bur as of the 
afteftions recoyling vpon the ſoule? And cer- 
taine it is, that whenſoeuer conſcience. reaſon- 
cth with it ſelfe, and maketh a practicall Syllo- 
pom popreming the doing of that which is 
awtull,and auoyding of that which is vnlaw- 
tull; ichath ſome helpe from all the faculties 


my rn 
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both Theorick and Practicke, as ( when thar | 
| | parr | 
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' part of conſcience which the Ancicnes call Syn- 
| zereſis, becauſe as a trea{ury of rules and dirci- | 
| ons, it keepes the grounds of the Law naturall, 5 
and the principles of truth and equity) ſhall ps 
make thus the propoſition : LAU adulterers and | Sy!l. 
oppreſſours are worthy of fearfull puniſhment , and | <""% 
hereupon that other part, called Syzeideſis, as an 
cyc-witneſſe and remembrancer of all thy do- | 
ings.ſhall make thus the aſſumprion , But thou 
haſt committed adultery and opprefſion, and 
| ſhall conuince thee thereof, by all circumſtan- 
ces of perſons,time and place: (whereupon fol- 
lowes an incuitable concluſion.) Inall this illa- l 
tiue difcourſe, who ſees not a mutuall depen- 

dency on the mind, will and memory, which 
| | moues me toafhrme Coriſcienceto be a diuine | 
| power compounded of them alls Whereat Ba- | 3:7. 
| aimed, when he tearmed it, Natwrate indicato- 
| - | rea: andorigen glanced, when he calles it, Pe- | 0rigen.in 2. 
| dagogus anime ſocratus : and the Philoſophers, | 9m 
whenthey ſpeake ofa mans bonus genius : but he | 
ſpake beſt,that cald it a booke, 44 quem emendan. | Grez- 
dum onmes ſcripti ſunt libri, for whole ſake all 0- 
ther bookes are written : allotherare but glof- 
ſes vponthis Text, And corſed bee that Com- | 
mentary which corruprs the Text of confci- | 
ence. Toall here preſent,both learned and vn- | 
learned; I muſt commend this Text, this book: 
whartſocuer thou art which ſeekeſt for counſel, 
to know whatthou maiſt doe by law : conſuk 
' with this booke of confcience firſt, and fee | 
FE ing ic faith ; iris an excellenr booke, euen +1 
Ly in | ; 


Vſe. 
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[| .. 


| 
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Luk.1o, 26, 


_ | that though thou knoweſt nota letter in any 0- 


| canſt not for thy life but readc it, and vnder- 
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| inthine owne boſome, writren by the finger of 
| God, in ſuch plaine Characters, and ſo legible, 


ther booke,yer thou maiſt rcade this ; nay,thou | 


ſtandit too, and yeeld to the truth and equity 
thereof, when it pleaſeth God to turne thy 
eyes vpon it. Open this booke then, and fee 
what is written in this Law, how readeſt thou | 
Ponder vpon it, conferre with it, it 15 thy chea- | 
peſt and faithfulleſt counſellour at home, thou 
necdeſt nor be at coſt to ſecke aduice abroad it 


EF. aft Sa ibn 5d. 


is ſtored with ſingular precepts and principles | 
| concerning the knowledge and practice of ; 
| goodand cull, perſwading to the one, diſlwa- | 

ding from the other. Hearken then vnto it, | 


reade it intime forthy direction, leſt thou bee 
forced to looke vpon it too late, to thy deſtru- 
tion : it may be,the light thereof, by thy natu- | 
rall blindnefle,is much obſcured, and that thc 
text letters thereof, by affected ignorance and 
wiltull malice,are more blurred, and euen blot- 
ted out. Ohther, compare it with Gods Booke, 
and labour,by the helpe of Gods Miniſters, to | 
haue itreformed and rcRified. Happy is that 
man that hath a liuing,fecling,and waking con- 
{cience; for this ſhall kcepe him ſo, that he ſhall 
ceithernot.commir ſinne, or not continue long 
therein, but the crying voyce of his conſcicnce 
will rowze him out of the bed of ſecurity, as 
the crowing Cocke did Peter, and bring himto 
repentance, and blefſed is thar O_—_— _ 
| | Obedl-) 
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te... A. 


-| pro tnre aut miuria fatti: I will now,with the like 


| 


| obedience which is wrought by the power and 
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command of a rectified conſtience. g] 
Andthus hauing made a ſhort ſuruteigh of | 
the nature of conſcience,as it is great,and Gods | 


lieurenant in the ſoule of man, working more 


|ting in the cloſer of mans heart, with pen in 
\ hand, records and keepes a Catalogue, or 


forcibly on all the parts and powers thereof, 
thenall other agents whatſocuer, ſitting inthe 
vnderſtanding as Iudge, to preſcribe, prohibit, | 
abſolue and condemne de ture, inthe memory,as 
Recorder and witneſle teſtifying defado; inthe 
will and affeQtions, as rewarder and punither, 


breuity and perſpicuity, ſpeake ſomewhat of | 
cach of theſe offices diſtin&tly : And firſt, of 
conſcience;as it writes downe and keepes in re- | 
cordall our doings: Secondly,as it paſſeth ſen- 
tence of them,with vs, or againſt vs : Thirdly, 
as it executeth the ſentence determinate. 

Firſt, conſcience, as a Scribe or Notary, fit- | 


Diary of all our doings,of the time when, place 
where,the manner how they were performed, 
and that ſo clecre and cuident, that goe where 


| 


we will, doe what wee can, the characters of 
them cannot be cancelled or razed. She omit- | 
tcth no defaultthrough flowneſle of hand, nei- | 


{ 


ther ſtrikes ſhee out any debt through deceit, | 


2 


3 


1. Office. 


Hicroglyphic, [ 


| like the vniuſt Steward, thar bade pur downe | Lut., 16. 6. 


| 


| 


fifty for an hundred ; ſhe cannot bec corrupted 

to conceale our faults,or ſmothered by tract of 

time,not to check ys for them, as appeared in 
H - Toſephs | 


oO 
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Conſcientis 


mille tefles. 


LY 


|y:ercs before they had ſhewed towards their 


| which will ſurcly teſtifie, when the Lord cites 
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'oſephs brethren, whoſe conſciences troubled 
:hemin Egypt, for that cruelty which many 


| Brothcr in Canaan. Ir is good therefore for vs 
'roagree with conſcience intime, and in all our 
 waycs tb ſecke her approbation. Andas the re- 
ucrend Martyr B. Latimer tooke ſpeciall care to 
rhe placing ofhis words in his examination be- 
fore Boxner,when he heard the pen walking in: 
the chimaey behind the cloth, and deſcribing 
wharſocuer he ſaid : So ought we circumſpect- 
ly to looke to all our doings and ſayings,and to 
guard, watch and ward our ſenſes ( which are 
the gates and cinque-ports of corruption and 
luſts) fith thar bom nk isnot onely the curi- 
ous ſuper-viſor, but the continuall recorder of 
{all the ations of our life. Wee may caſt off our 
garments, but not our conſcience ; wee may of- 
tenchange place and ſeparate our ſelues from 


mcn,but when we are moſt ſolitary, then ſhall 


alwayes vpon our ſecrets : Falls poteſt fama, cou- 
| ſcientia nunquam : her approofes or reproofes 
will ncuer be wanting vnto vs. If we doe well. 
ſhee will ſpeake for vs and iuſtifie vs, if euill, | 
withour ſpeedy repentance, ſhe will bee as for- | 
ward to ſpeake againſt vs,and to accule vs. | 
Lerno man therefore ſinne, in hope to lye : 


hid for want of euidence againſt him, or lacke | 


| of watneſles; for he carries a thouſand witnel:- | 


{cs in his boſome, eucn his owne conſcience, 


it 


we finde conſcience moſt familiar with vs, and |. 
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'___ } alone giueth ſufficient teſtimony and approba- 
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[itto anſwere,cuen of the moſt ſecret finnes,and| 1ob 24 13,14. 
| ſo teſtifie, that it will alſo terrifie in ſuch fort 
that all the men and creatures in the world 
ſhall not be able to comfort , whereof wee ſee 
an example'in Adam, who immediately after he |. Gen. 
had tranſgreſſed, ran away and hid himſelfe a- 
moneſt the buſhes, though no man {as ued him, 

no Angellreproued him, the Lord was nor yet 

come vnto him, yet his conſcience for the fact 
accuſing him, all the pleaſures of Paradiſe 

could not auaile to quiet him, or doe him any 

good : andthelike wee may note in Balthazar, ) Dzn. x. 
who though he had about him all rhe worldly 
comforts which the heart of man could defire, | 
yer becauſe the conſcience of his facrilegious 
villany was againſt him, nothing could remed 
his griefe, or mitigate the terrour of the hand- 
writing which hee ſaw onthe wall ; but there- 
with extremely affrightcd, he forthwith miſe- 
rably expirddiL.en no man therefore ( Iſay) pre- | ye. 
ſume ro commit any wickednefle, in hope to | 

hide it for want of a witneſſe, fith that conſci- 

ence is ſer in cuery one of vs as a Regiſter, ro | 

giue teſtimony of all our ations ; withthe ror- | 
menting teſtimony whereof, xs in doing euill, 

wee ought to be iuſtly terrified ; Soalſo with | Vt 2. 
the comfortable teſtimony of the ſame wee | 
| ought, in well-doing, to bet ſufficiently chea- | 
{ redand incouraged. Wee need not hunt after | 
| cyc-witneſles of our good workes; conſcience 
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tionof them, let vs be zealous and abundant 
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inthem;and ſeeke to pleaſe and praiſe God by 
i. Cor. 44, |them.and then with Saint Pax/,Ler the witneſſe 


1 2.Cor.t 12. || of our owne conſcience aboue all, comfort and 
content vs,in the middelt of all flanders and vn- | 


charitable ſurmiſes which malicious men ſhall 
| haneagainſtvs. To conclude this poynt, let vs 
| inall our intents and actions,ſtudics and con{ul- 
' tations,as conſ{cionable Chriſtians, looke vnto 
| the Lord as the ſearcher of our hearts, and the 
 tryer and rewarder of our workes, not diſcou- 
| raging our fclues, whatſoeucr men thinke or 
| ſpeake of vs and our doings, ſo God and our 
; Conſcience doe approouc them ;- nor content- 
' ing our ſelues with mens approbations & com- 
' mendations,, when the teſtimony of Gods 
' Word and our conſcience is not for them and 


| _ vs. To which purpoſe, I remember, * hee ſpake 
| CEEnNmn, 


f  ſpeaker,and irfreply to ſome that vniuſtly ma- 


, well, who in his daycs was accounted a worthy 


' ligned him,ſpake thus praiſe-worthily: 7 will reft 
 henceforward in peace in the houſe of mine owne con- 
ſeience, andif. 1 ape any good deeds, it is no matter 
who know them , if bad, knowing them my ſelfe, it is 
 vomatier from whows T hide them, they will bee recor- 


de before that Indge from whoſe preſence I cannot flee: 


praiſe is in vaine.Famec may help vs,colcience wil 

_ + notzit isan infallible witnes;if ſpeaking for vs,it 

-: | cheereth more then any cordiall,it againſt vs, it 
.gnawecth 8 rormenteth more thena corroſue, 

2.Oftce. | | Secondly, Conſcience, as Gods Deputy 

; Iudge, Oycr and Detcrminer of all cauſes _ 

cales 
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| if all the world applaud me, and hee accuſe me, their | 
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.caſes'inthe Conſiſtory of the ſoule, paſſerh ſen- | 
'rence, either of approbation or. condemnation. 
on all our ſpeeches and ations, and thar with ! 
ſuch authosity,that by all the power and policy | 
| of the world, it cannot bee reuoked or reſiſted: : 
; Strong is the reaſoning of conſcience; whet it | 
; Conuinceth Pagans by the 1ighr of nature, bur | 
' much more | powertull ,. when it conninceth | 
| Chriſtians by the Word of God. Whertorc;as : 
| good S, Paul {ets the ſentence of his confcicnce, 
' whichdid juftihe him agauift the calumnics of 
| al men whatſoeier that did cenſure & condemn 
 him;& therin reioycethand triumpheth in the 
mid(t of tribulation;fo the wicked and vngodly 
fir down-confoundedat the Indgement ob con- 
ſcierice condemning rheny, and therewith are | 
ſtricken dead, at it were, tn the midſt of their | 
greateſt 1ollity and exaltarion, as before, by | 
the examples of Adam and Balthaſar , hath in 
| part beene ſhewed, and inthe rragicall ends of ; 
Saul, Achitophel,, Haman , Herod, Indas, and the | 
like, might more fully and tearctully be exem- 
plified: but I haſten,&c. Wl 
| — Thurdly andlaſtly, conſcience, as inferiour | 
| onely to. God, and chtete commander, control- 
| ler, and executioner vnder him, cuen inthis life 
| CXecuteth the ſentence determinate of good or 
 eujll, rendring toy -vnſpeakeable ro the righte- 
; ous and obedient ;.but ſhame. and ſorrow, and | 
terrour intolerable'to' the wicked and impeni- 
rent. Thetruth of the former is clcerely cui- 
'denced., itt the holy conucrſation of lite, and | 
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happy expiration indearh,of theſe fairhfull ſer- 
uants of God, 1acob, loſeph, lok, Iofias , Hezthiah, 


mention, # of ſuch in whom righteouſneſle 
and peace met ſo together, mercy and truth ſo 
kiſſed each orher-, that the remembrance of 
their well led life, and the conſcience of their 
godly defire and indeuour to walke inoffenſiue- 
ly in holineſſe and loue, exceedingly ſolaced 
them, and fingularly 67 pada themall their 
dayes, making them confidently and couragi- 
ouſly to run on their Race, with an holy kind of 
contempt , beating backe the- ſurges of all 
worldly wrongs and ſorrowes ; lifes fludtus ru- 
pes wi wvaſta refundit: As a brazen wall doth darts, 
or a mighty Rocke the billowes of the Sea. 


| Thus conſcience,on the godly, executeth the 


ſentence of vnſpeakeable comforrt in this life, 
and maketh dearth it ſelfe welcome to them, ſo 
that 1anquam conniue ſatures mortts ſomno cedunt, 
like full ted gheſts, they goe willingly to their 
reſt in the bed of the graue : of whom, as Ber- 
 nard ſpeaketh , Hors fine formidine expectatur, 
cum dulcedime exoptatur , cum deuottone excipitar. 
Bur as for the vngodly and wicked, a perperuall 
non ſic is threatned vnto them by their owne 
conſcicnce, and on them this ruthfull irreuoca- 
ble ſentence is paſſed , Noweſt pax impys : There 
is no peace tothe wicked , faith my God : no 
true peace, cither in life or death. Later heret 


| 


Sarel , and good old Simeon, with others, of ] 
whom the ſacred Scriptures make honourable 


Lethalis arundo : The griping,gnawing,and neuer 
| | dying | 
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; ned, through the guilt of their ſinnes, as Cain, 


dying Worme of an accuſing conſcience euery 
where tormenteth them , and executcth- the 
ſentence of remedileſle condemnation vpon 
them, ſo that being 4nwawnga, ſelfe-condem- 


Indas, Herod, and Felix were: and as credible Hi- 
ſtories declare ; Beſſ#s, for ſecret killing of his 
father ; Baſdanws, of his brother ; Oreſtes, of his 
mother ; and Richard the third,of his nephewes | 
to haue beene : they leade heere a life cuer-dy- 
ing, and feele as it were a death neuer-cnding, | 


' | which is no other but a fore-runner of that ſu- | 


preme and finall doome, which God(who will 


| 1uſtifie the ſentence and execution of conſci- 


ence)ſhall,in that great Day of Iudgement, paſſe | 
peremptorily on all the wilfully-diſobedicnt 
tranſpgreſſors of his Commandements. 

Take we heed then, that weenegle not the 
checks of conſcience, when wee are bent vnto 
ſinne, nor deſpiſe the iudgement of conſcience, 
whenwe haue ſinned, but make haſte by repen- 
rance infaith, to be reconciled to God and it: 
for otherwiſe God will ratific the ſentence of 
conſcience at the laſt. Day, on all impenitent 
ſinners ; and albeit now many ſuch by their 
wealth and hearts eaſe are rockt aſleepe, by ie- 
ſting, merry tales,cating,drinking,and gaming, 
are caſt into aſpirir of ſlumber, yea , although 
the vnruly perturbations of their wGrldly luſts 


and affections be now {ſo lowd, that the voyce | 


oftheir conſcience, condemning their wicked 
wayes and workes, cannot bee heard ; yet the 
METRE! Day 
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Vie, 
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 {ilent, and conſcience ſhall be ſo ſhrill, tharthey 


| | 
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| 
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| againſt them : O what horrour and confution 


: 


' tude of carnall pleatures and worldly cares and 


great. 


| 
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Day ſhall come, andir will be a dreadfull Day 
for them , when''thcle worldly negotiations 
ſhall ceaſe, and all leſhly perturbations ſhall! be 


{hall both heare it,and be thryld at it, and gnaſh | 
with theirteeth, and gnaw their tongues for in- 
dignation, to ſee how God taketh part with it 


{hall rhen couer the faces of ſuch as by a multi- 


atfaires, droyne , and cry downe the voyce of 
conſcience ,, by which their euill waycs and 
workes arc condemned, as the Drums and Ta- 
brets inthe ſacrifices of Molech did the cry of 
the infants which in Tophet were burned, But 


on the other ſide, O what honour and exaltati-/ 


on ſhall cr6wne the heads of thoſe-which heare | 
and obey the yoyce of conſcience, by the light | 


of Gods Word rightly informed, which lend | 
their cares, whileſt this good Caſſandra ſpends , 
her tongue, and by her, inall their actions are | 
willingly guided and dire&ted! And fo much | 
(if not too much) may ſuffice to haue beene ſpo- | 
_ generally of conſcience it ſelte,as in her na-- 
tute, properties,and offices , in her power,com- 
mand and Soueraignty, the is conſidered to bec 


Now, by Gods aſſiſtance, ynder the conduct 
of his tear® and your fauour, I will proceed, 
tocommend to your viewand entertainement, 
eſpecially, an vpright conſcience, as in her cau- 
{cs and effects, her projets and priuiledges, 
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> 


ſhe} 
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| ſhe is found to bee ſingularly good , and that 
not as ſheis incontinuall conflict with the fleſh, 


rcbelling againſt the Spirit,and ſo afflicted with 
the ſanctihed dolours of the new birth , but as 
it is after regeneration quieted with the ſence 
of remiſſion. of ſinnes , and reconciliation ro 
God in Chriſt, and fo exculing, clecring, chea- 
ring , and comforting the {oule of the ſound 
Chriſtian. In reſpect whereof, ſome call it, The 
Paradiſe of the ule : The Iubile of the heart, 
Leiitia cords,quaſi latitia, A ſurpaſſing inward ſo- 


good in poſſeſſion, more in cxpeRation, that 


And hence ina common popular apprehenſi- 
on, it is ſaidto bee a ioytull remembrance of a 
wellled life, ioyncd with an hopefull expeca- 
tion of a comfortable death and glorious reſur- 
rection. S. Paul, in reſpect of the mindes tran- 
quillity inioyed thereby, termeth it a peace 


which paſſeth all vnderſtanding , like to rhe 


hidden Manna and white ſtone,whercin a name 


' was written, which no man knoweth bur hee 


| 


ſcience ( whereat the Angels are Cookes and. 


f 
[1 
' 


that inioyeth it, Reuel. 2.17. Sa/omon,that king- 


ly Preacher, pointing at the peerelefſe pleaſure | 
and immutable comfort of a good conſcience, | 


compares it toa continuall feaſt, tarre excelling 
the royall feaſt of CAhaſbnerws, which laſted but 
nine-skore dayes: for this feaſt of a good con- 


Butlers , and the bleſſed Trinity gladſome 
ITY | 


—— 


lace,ſo dilatingand inlarging the heart for ſome 


the ioy thereof cannot well bee ſupprefled or | 
expreſſed, - 


=» 


| 1. Bernard. 
Bona con{cien- 

tia e&> turbata. 
2. Fona conſc. 
extiz Of ir an- 
quilla. 


Phil.4.7. 


Reu.3. I 7, : 


| Pro.1$.1 $s 
| Miſhtch 
| tamid, 
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gheſts, 
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| Lath.in Gals, | gheſts (as Luther boldly ſpeakes) withou inter- | 
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| miſſion of ſolacc,or interruption of {ociety,is a 
| conrinuall feaſt, A feaſt in life and healch, re- 
|freſhing rhe ſoule with dainty cates of dinine 
comforts ; A feaſt in fickneſſe, when world- | 
| lings hopes hang downe their heads like a Bul- | 
; ruſh, and lag like a Rufhans ſtarchr Ruffe in a 
ſtorme of raine; yea,in death a feaſt, when com- | 
| fort is worth a world, and all worldly comforts | 


| | {and comforters forſake ys, yea, inthe Day of 


' ReſurreCtion,and after that Day (whenall thete ; 
a | ſhaddowes ſhall flie away) a feaſt for euermore. | 
| No marucll then that Saint Berzard, being rapt | 


{ 
i 


and rauiſhed heercwith , breaketh foorth into 
the ſingular commendation of the ddenicebbc| 
- nt endowments thereof, ſaying, Bona conſcrentia eſt 
j | titulus religions, templum Salomonts, ager Benedicti- 
onts,hortus deliciarum,gandium Angelorum, ec. A 
| go0d conſcience is the Tirle and Crowne of | 
Religion, the Temple of Safomon, the field of | 
| BenediCtion, the Garden of delight, the ioy of | 
Angels, and Santtuary of the holy Ghoſt, &c. 
- | But becauſe theſe, 8& the like allufiue notions of 
| 4g00d conſcience , frequent inthe Farhers, are | 
\ mages floride quam ſolids, more pregnant for wit, | 
da profitable for preſent vie, IT will ſay to. 
them, as chu to the meſflenger of Tehoram, 
' 2.King.9. Turne behind me ;, and will take hold 
| of that more ſound deſcription thereof by 1fro- 
 4ore, atarming that a cleere or inoffenftne con- 
Ifiod.in 2.1. ſoli- | {cjenec 1s ſucha one, Dux nec de preterito infie ac- 


2.Kin.g.1s. 


[ 
# 


[ . j . » . A 
"7 | rufatur, nec de prafentt ininſte deleatar , ner de fu-| 
| | | 


: Euro | 


— 
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| 
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| 


; 
| 


1» TbcolfatdableChufive hn 


- 


turo ſollicue ene that is, which is neither 
tuſtly accuſed for:things paſt, not vnlawtuly 
delighted with things preſent, nor! anxtoully 
troubled forrhings ro come. | q 

This clearing chearing conſcience, and that} Note. 
perfectly good, Adam only had in his Creati- 
on, whileſt in Paradiſc hee walked with: God, | 
without ſinne, and without feare inthe ſtate of 
innocency: But now there is no way iQ come to 
it, toattaine and haue a quiet conſcience, and 


of Chriſt. Being iuſtified by faith in the Blood | rom. s.r. 
God, Rom.5, And againe, The Blood of Chriſt, | Heb.9.14. 


on of finne; noremiſſion of {in without blood, | 
no blood expiatory for ſinne,but Chriſts;no ap- | 
plication of this expiation, but by faich. The | 
conſequence then is vndenyable : therefore by 
faith in Chriſts Blood. ſhed tor the remiſſion of 
finne, weartaine peace of conſcience. No per- 
fumes of the Sanctuary or charmes of Oratory 
can relieue it, noſtraines of Muſicke or Songs 
of Angels can reioyce it. All other merriments 
and outward refreſhments wharſocuer, haue no 


_ 


'T more 


—— 
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: {6 King.1 s, | 
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more power to cure and quiet it, then popiſh 


holy-water hath. to conjure the diuell. This, | 


this isthe honour, royalty, and peculiar dignity 
of Chriſts blood, by the hand of ft ith applyed 
tothe ſoule for the full remiſhon of finnes, This 
alone can pacifie and make good the confci- 
cnce, and fully effec it ; whereas otherwiſe all 
the glittering appearances of happineſle, which 
dazſe the eyes of doting worldlings, cannor 
bring it to paſſe. | 

| | The ſuperſtitious Papiſt,troubled in confci- 
ence for finne, runnes, vp and downe tor relicte, 
like an Hart with an Arrow in his fide : Se rotat 


x4m circuit haſtam : hee fends to 


the god of Ekron tor helpe, hee buyes a pardon, 


g0es to thrift, laſheth and launcerh himſelfe, as | 


the Prieſts of Baal did, poſterh to a Maſle, paſ- 
ſeth on in pilgrimage to a woodden worme: 


' eaten Lady,or painted Image,andallthis while 

' aSan _— han that drinkes water, his difeaſe 
increa n 

; can relieue him, being dogged and attended on 


eth ; no ſhift of place, or change of aire 


5 


by the helliſh,hag of his conſcience , 2n# ſurdo 


 werbere cadit, which whips him inſecrer, and in 
| filence relles him, Omnibus vmbra locts adero,da- 


| bis improbe penas, 


The prophane worldling likewiſe being 


| vexed and perplexed in mind with rhe horrow 


of his offenfiue life,and the blood-hound of his 
guilty conſcience hunting dry-foot onthe ſent 
of his former finncs, prozecteth feartull things, 
ambulat tn circuitu, walkes in a reſtlefle round 


Or | 


| 


! 


—————— 
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| 
| 'or maze, like a ſea-ſicke wretch, from rhe ſhip 
[to the boat,and ſo backe againe , and (as Saint 


| Auguſtine paſſionately deſcribes it) runnes like 


z . 
{ v 
I - - of 

———_—— - 


a Male-content, 4b agro,ix vrbem, ex. from the 
field, into the City ; our of the City, into his | 


| 


merry companion, to {ce it hee can play away | 
his trouble, .and ;remooue the melancholy 
qualme,as carnall menaccount it, fromthe ſto- 
| make; he eares profuſely, drinkes profoundly, 
{ports profanely, and all to lull the conſcience. 
a{leepe,and to crowne her accuſing voyce by 
| the clamours of needlefſe imployments. Bur all 
in vain,he doth but looſe his chaine, that it may 
betyed ſtraighter, and ſmother the fire for a 
time, which will afterwards breake forth with 
greater violence; a ſeeming truce he may haue; 
{ rrue peace he cannot haue : for, Node dreque ſu- 
| wm geftat in p_ teſtem : yea, peſtem, hee carries | 
night and day his bane in his boſome, and of all | 
. | earthly refreſhments may truly ſay, as 106 of his | 
friends, Miſerable comforters are ye all, Bur as for | 
the godly Chriſtian,who is willing to illumi- 
nate and regulate his conſcience by Gods a-. 
cred Word, and the diuincsOracles of eternall 
truth,when ſcruples and troubles of conſcience 
doe ariſe, whereby hee is ſomewhat diſtracted 


houfe ; from the common roomes thereof, to | 
his! bed-chamber , from thence, to his ſtudy | 
or cloſet ; and then our againe, roſccke for a 


| 


2.K:n2,23,10, 


I 


Iob 15. 2, 


| 


or diſtreſſed ; leauing al! humane conclufions 


'vntryed, yntruſted ; he forthwith goes to God 


in prayer fordire&ion, powres forth his ſoule 
| 2 in 


| | 


” — 


an— 


in ſupplication to him, imbraceth all good | ; 
meancs of inſtruction and ediiicarion, layes faſt | 
hold,by a lively fairh, on Chriſt Ictus for re- | 
conciliation; and fo finding Chriſt the great 
Phyſician of ſoules, or rather being found of | 
him, findes,with all peace and 496 ot a 
doubts refolued, his griefe remoued, his fearc | 
| cancelled, his heart confirmed in well-doing, 
his ſoule (as it were) rauiſhed with the {weet a 
| - | uourof his puccious oyntments ; ſo that Flame. | 
| | mas licethic ef ille raculetur polus, & fratins illaba- 
_ | tur orbs, impautdum ferient ruine : though the | 
: | heauens bp ever crack and fly off the hinges, 
and the Mountaines be remoued, yet therewith 
he cannot be appalled , ro him, being in Chriſt, 
and fecling itto be ſo, there is no condemnari- 
0n,0r remurmuration of conſcience for ſinne : 
and therefore with glory to God in excelſ;s, he 
ſings De profunas, a requiem to his ſoulc. 
Youlſee thenby thatwhich hath been ſaid, 
how that 'the conſcience, which Gods Word 
actuated by the Spirit) inlighteneth and per- 
{wadcth,and the blood of Chriſt Teſus, apply- 
ed by the hand of fairh, purgeth andpacifycth, 
| is the onely good conſcience. Know alſo, that 
( truly to beleeue well, according to the tenour 
| ot Gods facred Word, and to indeuour duly 
| roliuc well ina cacertull obedience to his ho- | 
ly will, is both mother and nurfe 'of the ſame. | 
1 It ts the pure inmoſt blood which breeds, and the radi. 
| call moyſture which feeds the bright Lampe of the | 
| | ſoule, a gord conſcience. W hereot fora concluſion | 
to | 
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| Jot moſt reſemblethe ſelfe-ſufficiency of God, which 


| | balme,or oynrment of a good conſcience. 


unto,leſt it ſhoul 


j 
j 


bd a 
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to the premiſes,andan induction tro that which : 
followes this plaine and pregnant definition, | 
proued by dire& paſlages of Scriptures, offers | 
it ſelfe ro your Chriſtian obſeruation, 

A good or wpright » conſcience is a dinine > power, 


and riucipall part of Gods Image 1n man, — he 
J 


— 


being © inlightened by Gods Word, and purged by 
4 fatth in Chriſts blood, from\the guilt and puniſh- 
ment of ſinne,and from dead workes, to ſerue the ti-| 
wing Lord, ſpeaketh © peace with Gods allewance, us 
4 * meſſenger of good things betwixt God and vs,and 
cheereth wp the heart with 8 toy nſpeakable and glo- 
YIOWS. | | 
In which Definition, you may ealily perceiue, 
how that knowledgeand faith, repentance and 
obedience, peacc and ioy haue their concur- 
rence, to make vp the precivus odoriferous 


—_— — - 


Firſt, knowledge and faith is requiſite there- 
dbe blind and erronious. 
Secondly, repentance and conſtant obcdi- 
ence,leſt it ſhould þe ſecure and licentious. 
Thirdly,peace and 1oy, leſt it ſhould bee ſtir- 
ring, galling, and necdleſly tender and timo- 
rous. | | 
To touch the tops of theſe perſwations,firſt, 
it is by too lamentable cxperience well known, | 
that for want of knowledge in Gods Booke, 
and of faith in the Goipell (offering forgiue- 
neſle of ſinnes onely by Cariſts blood) many 
ſottiſh ſoules live in 1gnorance-and darkneſie, 
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and in the very ſhadow of death, not able to 
diſcerne, by reaſon of their blind nature, and 
naturall blindnefle, the things which concerne 
their peace; but thinking all religions will faue, 
ora good meaning ſerue the turne, or a Lord 
haue mercy at laſt caſt be ſufficient: Alas, many a 
Fly doe theſe ſwallow, many a ſinne vnſcene, 
vnſorrowed for, doethey digeſt, and in man 
things do they erre, as Chriſt told the Saddu- 
ces, Mark. 12. becauſe they know not the Scrip- 
tures,and the power of God :, The ignorance 
whercof,as Chryſoſtome noteth,is the mother of 
all miſchiefe ; and therfore he carneſtly exhor- 
teth all ſecular perſons ro get them Bibles, the 
phyſicke of their ſoules, to labour tobee more 
acquainted with God in his Word, that they 
may grow vptherby in grace, and inthe know- 
| ledge of our Sauiour Chriſt ; without which 
ſauihg knowledge,and faith grounded thereon, 
' which the Hebrewes by an excellency call She- 
| kel Mckodeſh, ſanifying wiſedome, the conſci- 
encecannot be yprighr. It is ſufficient vnto ſin | 
to doc againſt conſcience,as Saint Paul in Rom. | 
I 4. ſheweth , whereunto that of Saint Avgs- | 
ſtine agrecth, 2uicquid fit contra conſcientiam,edi- 
| ficat ad Gehennam. But it is not ſufficient ro duty | 
and obedience, to doe according to conſcience, | 
| eXceptirt bee inlighrened and reRifhed by the 
Word, without which information and illumi- 
nation, conſcience often reſolues, where it | 
ſhould reſtraine ; acquits, where it ſhould con- 


demn,and ſo erreth and offendeth diuers waies. | 
Firſt 


en WE 2. 


Inn” Md 
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-|rogant Papiſts, who make the Popes Didtates 


Wo PE 


Firſt,by an erronious accepration and cnter- 


of mcn, for the precepts of God, which is the 
errour of ſuperſtition, incidentto ignorant, ar- 


their pragiicall principles; and ſeeing (if they 
ſce atal)thorow the falſe ſpectacles of their pur- 
blind guides, ſhew their obedience in thoſe | 
things (to wit,in the adorationof Images, inug- 
cation of Saints, meritorious abſeruation of 
dayes,and meates,and celebration of Pilgrima- | 
ges and Maſſes,&c.) for which they can fhew 
noj commandement. All whoſe Religion in 
theſe and the like poynts of Purgatory , of ! 
prayer for the dead, of ſatisfactory {eruices and 
ſacrifices of their owne inuention, may eafily 
be ſwept away with the Prophets beſome, Efa. 
I. Who required theſe things at your hands ? 
Secondly,by a vaine aſſumption offalle prin- 
ciples,and a miſprifion of good for ewill, of c- 
uill for good; and this is the errour of prophan- 


neſle, frequent amongſt our common people, 
who inlarge their con{ciencesto the vttermoſt 
bounds of any pleaſure or profit,and vnderpre- 
tence of not being booke-learned, willnot ſut- 


fertheir conſciences to prooue good Lawycrs 
in Gods Booke,but liue in darke corners vnder 
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rainmcne of the lawes, faſhions and tradicions | 


—_—_— 


blind Sir #ohns,and ſo take quid pro $0, Chalke 
for Checſe,richesfor righreouſnefle, cy for 
piety, who accounting gaine godlineſſe, and 


ons,dee hereupon, inthe errour oftheir iudge- 
| K ment, 


maintaining bad opinions to juſtifie baſe affeRti- | 


MC. em. 
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ment, practiſe commonly '{wearing , propha- | 
ning.of the Sabbath, Vſury, Lying, Lotrery, Le- 
| gerdemaine,without any regret of conſcience 
atall.; | | 
Thirdly,by falſe application of good prin- 
ciples,as when from thoſe approued grounds 
land true propoſitions, ( Religions adoration i not 
| to be given t0 creatures: and likewiſe, Chriſtians 
haue liberty inthings indifferent) theſe vawar- 
rantable concluſions are deduced ; Therefore 
we may not kneele in the Ad of receiuing the | 
Communion ; Therefore we are not bound to 
obcy the Magiſtrate in things indifferent, 
Which errour of conſcience, I may call the er. 
rour of roo much ſingularity and preciſeneſſe, 
arguing their indifcretion, who in their ouer- 
weening curioſity will bee ouer-pleaſing God 
with better deuicesthen his owne, and take vp- 
on them to teach the Spirit toſpeake according 
to the conſonants of the Alphabet, ſo long, till 
their wit turne to madnes,and end in miſ; chiefe, 
as appeareth by the courſe and condition of Se- 
; -mngy In , Anabaprtiſts, and Arminians at this 
ay.'' | | | | 
| For the auoyding of all which errours of ſu- 
perſtition,prophaneneſſe and preciſeneſle,let vs 
heare and obey our Sauiours counſell, Search 
the rs mon for they beare witneſſe 
of me,the Way,the Truth,the Life, they gine 
|beſt reſtimony borh of Gods will ne | 
; his ownſeruice,and of his good will in Chri 
yo all his faithfull ſeruants. -Lert this Word of 
| | God 
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{ rened guides,but gladly accept thereof, that fo 
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God dwell plentifully in vs, as Saint Paul pre- 
ſcribeth, Col: 3. and thatnor in ſome, bur in all 
wiſedome,that we may thinke, ſpeake, and doe 


wiſely in all things. And for the better ſharpen-! 


ing of our dimmed fight in matters diuine, let 

vs not refuſe the eye-ſalue of ourbetrer inligh- | 
by all theſe, and other good meanes,our conſci- 
ences being rightly informed, we may cxpreſſe 
the goodnefſe of them, by doing or not doing 
confident! 7 what God hath commanded or 
vrohibited) And to this end,that ovr hcarts 
may bee comforted and eſtabliſhed in euery 
good ſaying and doing,wee areto lay faſt hold 

on that cucrlaſting conſolation and good hope 
through grace which the Father hath giuen vs, 
Colo. 2. 2, 16. and by all ſpirituall aliments 
to preſerue and cheriſh that ſauing faith in ys, 


whercby we are perſwaded that our ſinnes are | 
pardoned,and God in Chriſt reconciled to vs. ; 


' | This indeed jsthe root of a good confcience,as | 


hath been already ſhewcd : and thus, Belecwe in | 


Col .2.3,16, | 


a ||| 


Col. 3.16. 


| Chriſts blood, is the gracious powerfull Word 
; whereby all conſciences are now ftilled , as the 
' conſciences of Mary Magdalen, Zacheus, Ly- 

dia, and that Taylor were;ſuddenly and foundly 
| thereby quieted. 


' , Now for the cheriſhing and confirming of 


; this faith,the daily cxerciſes of repentance and 
{ obedience are requiſite ; and thereforeto make 


_ | vpthe vprightneſfe of agoad conſcience, wee 


| are, inthe ſecond placc, to ſpeake of theſe in- 


Luk. 19. 
AQ.16, 


| 
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a 


| inmind,altering the thoughts trom- the appro- | 


! of repentance in the whole man, remoouing 
| what{ocuer is knowne to be amiſſe, and bring- 


; howſocucr many profeſle it, yet few practiſe 


. more and more in vs,wc ſhall haue comfortable 


| The conſcionable Chriſtian. 


GR" =; DE b . 
oredients,as moſt neceſſary thereunto, to wir, 
of repentance and obedience. Of repentance 


' bation of ſinne, of repentance .in hearr, ſor- 
rowing for the committing of {inne , of repen- 
tance in mouth,reprouing and controlling fin.. 


ing forth fruits of amendment of lite,&c. 
This is a worke impoſſible to nature, with- 
out grace,and ſo flow in the working of grace, 
through the contradiction of our nature, that 


| it; but being rightly pradtiſed,it will make ſuch 
' adiuifion betwixt our perſons and our ſinnes, 
| that by rhe repairing of the Image of God 


| furtherance inthe way to ſaluation. This there- 
' fore muſt not be wanting to him, or ſcanting in 
| him, that defireth a good conſcience. For 
| where there is no true repentance, there is no 
true faith, no true faith,no true Chriſt ; no true 
| Chriſt, ng true remiſſion of finnes ; no true re- 
| miſſion of ſinnes, no trac peace of confcience, 
| grounded ypon the aſlured ſenſe and inward 
| teeling of the ſame : Bur rather the grace of 
| Chriſt redecming the loue of the Father elect- 

ing, andthe comfortable fellowſhip'of rhe ho- 

ly Ghoſt/quieting the conſcience, is farre off 
| from them which continue in their ſinnes, and 
| ſtand out as rebels.in their diſobedience againſt 


| God. 
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nor ſtat cum propoſito peccandiy a. good conlci- 
ence cannot {tand with a purpoſe of finning; or 
with irrcſolution againſt finne, but is armed 
thorowout with a rcfolute determination, wit- 
tingly and willingly to finne no more , accoun- | 
ting tt a mockery to cry Peccans, and mourne for | 
!innes paſt, with a meaning to'ſtnne/againe in 
the like;yea,a moſt ridiculous folly, like to the | 
 Shipmans continuall Iabouring at/the pumpe, ' 
withour any care to mend the leake.” Where- | 
fore as wedefire roliuc-in the lawfull peace of 
an ypright conſcience : ſo let it be ourchicfeſt* 
careto inure our {clues tothe practice of repen- 
tance and obedience. The practice of which, 
(to ſpeake briefly of themioyntly ) conſiſts nor 
in pretending, as the manner of many is;agood'; 
heart, withour fruits of amendment, for chk is 
but vanity.; or inmaking ſome outward ſhew of ' 
reformation, without purging the heart and af: | 
fections, for that is but hypocrifie; or in ex- 


| changing of finnes, to wit, of prodigality or | 


prophaneneſle in youth, for couerouſnefſe and | 
Popery in age, for that is bur irreligious mocke- ! 
ry. Bur in an inward lothing from the hearr, | 
| andan outward leauing in the courſe of our life, 
of all ſuch knowne ſinnes wherein we haue for- 
merly livedanddelighted; and alſo inan car- 
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| The rule is ancient and true, Boz conſcientia | 


neſtdefire of the heart, and conſtant indevour | 
inourlifeand conuerfartion,to prattife all duties | 
of piety & charity,which in our ſcucrall places | 


and callingsare required. Tis nor fufhcientto 
| K 3 ..._. pur 
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put off the old man, tocaſt away the weapons 
of darkenefle ,, and 40 abhorre and remooue 


what is enjll; bur wemuſt put onthe New man, | 


take vnto vs the Armour of light, and cleaue to 


| that which is good. Tis commendable with the 


repentant Prodigall, to forſake our former rio- 
rous, luxurious, and offenfiue lining, and to re- 
turne to our Fathers home , tor this mends the 
matrer : butit is much more comforcable. and 
complete, afterthe ſhaking off ofthe ragges of 
{inne, ro.put onthe robes of Righteouſneſfle and 
Garments of Saluation;, for this perfe&terh the 
match,andaccompliſheth the marriage betwixt | 
Chriſt and vs: and hceereby ſhall we giue tcſti- 


; mony to others, and to our ſelues,and our owne 
ſoules, that weare penitent and obedient Chri- | 
ſtians,and fo-bring wonderfull peace and com- 


fort to Our conſciences. 

For when a Chriſtian, inriched with theſe 
ſpirituall graces of true knowledge and faith, 
ſhall rhus' proceed in the carefull practice of 


theſe holy duties of repentance and obedience; | 


then his conſcience, which otherwiſe would 
looke ſternc vpon him, beginsto tmile,tofſpeak 
{weetly to him, to conuerſe amiably with him, 
to clap him onthe backe & applaud him, & ex- 
ceedingly exhilarate and refreſtihim. To which 
purpoſe $. Bernard ſpeakes excellently, Vis, Q 
bomo, ſemper epulari , vis nunquam triſtis eſſe? bene 
we: Wiltthou, O man,nener be ſad; wilt thou 
tutne thewhole ycere intoa merry Chriſt-tide? 
luc well then. Frat #»/titia, ſaith Saint gs 0 

| 7 hba- 


| 
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| the —_—_— righteouſnefle, which-walkes fin- 
5 


| { itthroweth them off, as Pax/did the Viper from 
| his hand, vnhurt. This faich with Saint Pazl, 


[with 1b; Though mine aduerfary would write 


ee _g— 


& habebis pacemz Eſchew euill, and doe good; pai.syu;, 
andthonneedeſt nor ſecke peace and enſue it, | ppa1.s5.15) 
Pſal. 34. for peace will finde thee, and kiffe | 
righteouſheſſe whercſoecuer ſhee finds it. Doe | 
Iuſtice,lonemercy, humble thy ſclfe,and walke 
with thy: God, as Znoch did, Gen. 5. doing all 
things as-in Gods fight , For this is the dirc& | Micah 6.s. 
way tothe obtaining arid maintaining of a con- 

ſcience comfortably goodzthe voyce of ioy and | ral.rs. 5. 
deliverance ſhall be in the Tabernacles of the | 
righteous, faith the Plalmiſt, andthe worke of x@a.zz.17. 
Inſtice ſhall bring peace and quietneſſe, Efa. 32. ' 
and it cannot be otherwiſc, but that «AMelchiſedec 


cerely.thould alſo be Prince of Salem,and walke 
confidently,peaceably.ſecurely. Synceritas Sere- | 1/od. 
pitatis mater eft , ſine qua tranquillitas omny , tem- 
peſtaseft - Sincerity 1s the mother of true'tran- 

aillity , and without it; all carnall reſtis as a 
dangerous Lethargie. Sincerity, as it is of all 
verrues the girdle, and moſt acceptable to God, | £ph.s.14. 
whoſe vnfained obedience it implycth, ſo ir is 
moſt profitable, in all dangers, trials, and temp- 
rations, to man, whoſe peace it worketh, and in 
whom it begetteth a -Lyon-like boldnefle, as 
Salomon ſpeaketh: The righteous is as boldas a | Pro. 38.1 
Lyon. - This cannor be put our:of coumenance 
by the falfe accuſations of flanderous tongues; 


AQ.28, $« 


I paſſe not for mans judgement, x. Cor. 4. and t.Coreq-3 
OD 31.35, 


| - a Booke | } 


tht. -— IR 


| 
, 
| 
, 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
| 
| 
[| 
| 
fi 


a 


| Azg. 


Rom 3. 


The conſcionable Chriſtian, * 


a Booke againſt mee, I wouldtake it vpon my 
| ſhoulder , and binde it as a crowne vnro mee. 
| What made 7b ſo confident? Surely'it was the 
vprightneſle of his heart, his ſincere obedience 
and innocency, which he faith he will hold faſt 
and nor forſake, leſt his heartſhould reprooue 
| him, and his conſcience trouble &checke him. 
Wherefore as hee that will faile ſafely, muſt 


|| lookeas wellto the balaſt of his Ship, as ro his 


failes: So if you will faile ſafely inthe Ship of 


a good conſcience, to the Port and Hauenof 


heauen g you muſt not onely looke, that there 
bee ſoundneſſe in your knowledge and fairh, 
which are-as failes. hoyſted vp to make foorth 
for the prize ;+buralſo that there be ſincerity in 
your repentance and obedience, which are as 
the ſoules balaſt, ro moderate her pace, leſtqhee 


daſhagainſt the Rocks of preſumption, and'ro 


tempred to ſinne, ſet before thee the weight of 
finne, the wound of conſcience, the wrath of 
. God, whichis as aflaming fire, and remember 
that tribulation and anguiſh ſhall be vpon euery 


. | foulethat finneth, Rom.2. And lerthis be vnto 


thee a ſtrong bridle, and rerentiue from vice , 
and againe.,, when thou beginnelſt to bee weary 
and drowzy in Gods ſeruice, thinke vpon the 
bleſſed recompence of well-doing , and conſi- 
der that to them which by continuance in do- 
ing well, ſecke glory and honour, there ſhall be 


{ this end vſe thar ſafe and ſauing method by a | 
| Icarned Father preſcribed ; When thou arr 


| 


g1ucn etcrnall life and immorrtality; and ler this 
Ts be 
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|beaſharpe-pointed ſpurreand motiue vnto ver- 
rue. Bc timorous of doing euill and wrong, be- 
cauſe it offendeth God, though there were no 
| hell to terrifie thee ; bee ftudious of executin 
Iuſtice,and doing well, becauſe it pleaſeth God 
though there were no heauen to reward thee. 
Bur becauſe there is a reward in hcauen for all 
well-deeded Chriſtians prepared,and ſuch a re- 
ward as is life eternall, Rom.s6. A Kingdome 
that cannot be ſhaken, Heb. 12. andan inheri- 
tance immortall and vadefiled, r. Pet. 1. Let 
zntuitus merceds , the view of this recompence, 
ſerueas the hand to winde vp the plummets, to 
' continue the curious clocke-worke of our fin- 
| cere Chriſtian obedience. 

| Now foraſmuch as the ſincerity of our Chri- 
| ianobedience conſiſts not only in recifying 
' our owne courſes, and doing good our (clues , 
| but alfo in repreſling the cuils of the time, & in 
| reforming the irregularities of others, as much 
'aSinvs lyeth: Giue mece leaue, I bceſeech you 
(RighrHonourable, Right Worthiptull) to in- 
fiſt aur heereupon, as the occaſion requi- 
reth ; I come not hither to play a prize, or. to 
vent ſpleene , But a great doore and effectuall 


IJ 


that if euerI were, with Saint 10/n, in the Spi- 

rit on the Lords Day ; Itruſt, Gods Spirit is 
| in me this Day of the Lord,moouing mce thus 
' toſpeake vnto you, and to complainethat this 
| practical polittcall part of Chriſtian obedience, 
| 1areproouing and po_s finne in others, is 
| | ; com- 


{cemes to bee opened vnto meat this time, ſo | 
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'T he conſcionable Chriſtian.  — | 


commonly neglected of all, eſpecially of thoſe 


| courage , to flay tinne in groſle offenders , ſalno 


; 
1 


whom it doth moſt concerne, I meane Magi- 
| ſtrates, to whom, authority from God and the 
| King is committed,ifnot with Phineas his zeale, 
ro flay ſinners , #pſo fatto; yer with Moſes his | 


iure, But alas, how doe many luke-warme neu- | 


| | w 
\tcr-paſſiug Magiſtrates now a-daycs flay itr_ 


(aures omnium pulſo, cenſcientias ſingalori connento; 
d | < | 
that is, I ſpeake to the cares of all ingenerall, and 


appeale to the conſciences of cuery one in par-. 


' ricular)Surely cuen by bcing content with it, or 


i 
} 


| el{c by yeelding conſent vnto it , If it were not 


| friends, Phyſicians of no value ; Rephaims by 


| ſo, why then are notthe hurts of the daughter | 


| Indah healed 2 why are not the breaches oft 
this our Sion ſtopped vp * Is there no balme in 
Gilead, is there no Phyſician there * Yes, Phy- | 
ſicians there are ſome , but the moſt like to 19bs 


| 


i 
| 


' 
i 


| name, Zamzummims in deed, Deutcr, 2. who | 


wheras by their places and callings they ought | 
to bepatrones of peace and piety, and patterncs 
of temperance and ſobriety , and as Leaders of 


| the Vantgard, to ſtand inthe forefront of Gods 


Battels, againſt all Canaanites and Canaaniriſh | 
| faſhions, which beare ſway in Towne & Coun- | 


others, or goe a foraging or boot-haling for 
themſelues , not caring what become of the ; 
Ship of State in generall ,, fo they may ſauce 
themſclues in the Pinnace or Cocke-boate of 


their owne fortunes in particular, not daring to | 
| | ſtrike 


try; they cither runnea race of like ryot with | - 
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| ſtrike one ſtroke in the warre againſt Gods ence-! 
mies. Suchas arc ſ{editious muſchiefe-plotting 
Papitſts, horrible blaſphemers,ſhameleſſe forni- 
cators, incorrigible drunkards,and the like pro- 
; phane, lewd, licencious liuers ; not daring, I ſay, 
| to let them blood with the ſharpe Razor of re- 
| prehenſton, much lefle ro giue them a downe- 
{right blow of condigne puniſhment for their 
 finfull preſumption. It gricueth me to thinke, 
'and I cuen bluſh ro ſpeake, how weakelythe 
| {word of Iuſtice is,by the Paralyticke hands of 
| theſe meale-mouthed Magiſtrates, brandiſhed ! 
againſt the friends of Bal, Balaam, and Bacchus | 
t00, . | 
Oh thenfor a Moſes in theſe dayes, to fetch 
| water from the rocke,tearcs from the eyes, yea, 
EF 


| drops of blood from the hearts of our com- 
mon drunkards , which carowſe mans blood in 

' cans & flagons, and hardned by impunity, com- 

' mit daily outrages in Towne and Countrey! 

| Oh for a Pheneas, torunne reſolutely with the 

| ſpeare of due cenſure and caſtigation, thorow 

| the very heart, as I may ſay, of whoredome, 

and all filthy abomination ! Oh tora 74s, ro 

| march on couragiouſly inthe Lords buſinefle, | 
againſt truth-oppoſing poore-oppreſiing 4hab 
and 1ezabet, and all other idolatrous enemies of | 

| Gods ſanctuary! Magna quidem e#t in illa ſeurritate | 

( pietas,per quam tollitur peccandi libertas;Great god- | 

| linefle indeed is ſhewed inthat ſeucrity, where 

| many by the oy puniſhment ofa few,arc 

| reſtrained of their finfull liberty,8&c. | 
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| ſtandeth good,if they liſt to diſſolueit. Dy rerre 


talem | 


| The conſcionable Chriſtians 


. My good Lords, your places of authority, 
and theſe exulcerate times of iniquity,require 
in you Moſes his ſpirit, Phizeas his zeale, and 
lehs's invincible fortitude. Oh pur them all on, 


| as complete armour,ſutableto your calling and 


dignity. Brandiſh with hcate and courage, the 
ſword of juſtice againſt the very taces of Gods 
cnemies, Eſpecially, let Romiſh Tezabel, howſoc- 
uer ſhe be. painted, nor be ſpared, tumble her out 
at window, let Babylons brats no more bce dal- 
lycd with,or dandled,bur rather daſhed in pie- 
ces. Forthey are meditating more mifchicte, 
and it is to be feared, they will prouide more 
Powder,and poyſoned Kniues too, if they bee 
not fettered and manacled. Yca bur they haue 
now taken the Oath of alleageance, and will do 


' no more hurt , Yea but according to the rule of 


the Parthians, they will keepe faith with none, 
viſt quantum expedit, but as it ferues their turnc, 
and therefore looke from them no good : and 


' as for Oathes,to the moſt of them they are no 


other then collars for Munkeyes, which vpon 


diſpenſation of ſuperiours, they ſlip off their 


neckes at their pleaſure, eſpecially if they bee 
ſuch State-Papilts as haue beene inſpired with 
Icſuiticall impoſtures, whom a Reuerend Fa- 
ther of our Church rightly tearmeth «owe «cw. 
fr aupiBiee rifle; tome, the fallſeſt coozcners of the 
world o «r 70 rp Or pper wmd-mgue 74: puldy, with whom 
no bond of nature, conſanguinity, alleageancec, 
alliance, afhtance, wedlocke, oath, Sacrament 
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 talem terris auertite peſlem. O yee Gods of the | P1a1.82.6. 
earth, purge I beſeech you, this Weſterne regi- | | 
| on of the ayre,as much as inyou lyeth,of theſe | 
| peſtilent exhalations;ſhake not onely the ſword | 
| of the Law againſt them, bur lay it cloſe home | 
| vpon them, and let all ſuchas will not doe the: £,,4,.5. 
| | Law of Godandthc King, recciue iudgement © © | 
: without delay,Ezra. 7. n] 
J To conclude, foraſmuch ( Right Honoura- 
| ble)as your comming forth in Circuit to mini- | 
| ſter Iuſtice and Iudgement,is like the comming 
} forth of the foure Angels, Reucl. 7. to whom | Rcvel-7-1; 
power was giuen to puniſh the wicked of the 
earth, bur with this reſtraint, that Gods Saints 
and ſeruants ſealed, ſhould notbee touched : or 
like the ariſing vp of foure Carpenters, Zech. x. | Zech.1.30. 
| rocutoffthe foure hornes which ſcattered 7u- ! 
dab, that is, all the aduerſarics of the Church | 
and Common-wealth, tharthe people of God 
{ might in peace and piety bethe better maintai- 
| ned. O rowze vp your ſclues, I beſeech you, 
in the name.of God, of the Goſpcll, of the. 
King and Countrcy, and with a zealous confſci- | 
; onable affettion, and a conſtant couragious re- | 
ſolution, ſhew your {clues ſuch Angels, ſuch 
Carpenters,ſuch Worthies in oppoſing the vi- 
olent ſtreame and torrent of theſe vicious 
times,and in cxecuting iuſt.and ſpeedy indgc- 
| ment on all malicious and ſeditious tranſgreſ- | 
ſours of the Lawes of God andthe King: And | 
fora percloſe of the premiſes heerein, exerciſe | 
| 
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-} ucd, Gods fierce wrath be turned away, which | 


| and piety of theſe quarters of the Land ſhall 


el :and that maugre the miſchieuous projects 


dd 
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linccrity of your confcionable obedience, wiz, | 
in cutting off, putting downe, or ſhutting vp all | 
miſchicte-practiſing-workers of iniquity, and | 
all miſchiefe-plotting ſeeds-men,and fauourcrs | 
of Schiſme andſ{oule-murthering Popery, | 

Thus by taking away the wicked from bc- | 
forc the King, his Throne in rightcouſnefle | 
ſhall bee cſtabliſhed, your places of authority | 
ſhall in their full ſtrength and verrue bee preſcr- | 


is imminent on Prince and people, where 
groſle ſinnes paſſe vnpuniſhed, and the peace 


more and more bee increaſed. All which, the | 
Lord grant,for his great mercies ſake, for his 
Golpels ſake, for his Glories ſake, and for his 
Chriſts| ſake; and ſo plentifully diſtill the 
ſweet dewes of his heauenly grace onthe high 
Hill Hermon, and all the Mountaines of Sion, | 
that there may beſtill a fruitfull watering, and 
toyfull refreſhing of this whole Land of Iſra- 


and practices ofthe malignant enemies of the 
Goſpell,truth and peace may meet together, | 
rightcouſnes and mercy kifſe each other, 
inallche quarters thereof, as long as 
| the earth reſts in her Center, 
and the heauens continue 
their reſtlefſe motion. 
*Amcn. 
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 TheText: Ads 24. 16. 
Heerein 1 indeuour my ſelfe, to haue a 200d conſci- 
ence alwayes towards God and men, 


AY 
{ 
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IcHT HONOVRABLE, Right- 
ly regarded and beloued in the 


787 inloue vnto Dauid ( whom hee 1o- 
— ued as his ſoule) did ſhoot three 
Arrowes of admonition , to- driue him the 
further off from Sau/s death-breathing fury : 
| Soin louc vnto your ſoules, I am now from the 
 as-yet bent Bow of my Text, to ſend forth a 
third Arrow of inſtruction and direction, to 
draw you the neerer home to Gods life-giuing 
fauour. Whereof you ſhall be ſure to haue the 
ſtronger hold-faſt and affurance, by how much 
the more you indeuour and exerciſe your {clues 
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2 in this, 19 hane alwayes 4 good conſcience towards | * 1 
| God and men, For the care of a good conſcience 


lineſſe, breeds aſſurance of bleſſednefle, and 
bleſſed ſhall you be,ifto thoſe divers Ingredi- 
ents which concurre to the compoſition of an 
vpright conf{cience, whereof yeſterday I ſpake 
at large, it ſhall pleafe you ro adde this as the 
| Doe. | complement of the reſt, viz. perſeuerance in 
- 2 doing well, and-cherzſhing the vertuous , and 
| conſtant boldneſſe in repreſſing euill, and pu- 
i niſhing the vicious whereſoeuer you hauc to 
doe, being as carneſt in the parka of groſle 
| ' ſinne,as worthy Eleazar was in ſmiting the Phi- 
2.Sam.22.10. | liſtines, 2. Sam.23. and cleauing as faſt in your 
hearts ro Gods Word,the warrant of your wel- | 
; doing inthis, as his hand claue vnto his ſword, + 
| the inſtrument of his well-doing in that. What i 
| if for your'zeale and religious reſolution here- | 
| in, you be ſometimes croſſed with miſchieuous: 
| { intentions, thwarted by mighty oppoſitions, 
| wronged by malicious detractions? yet defiſt 
| Alexaxter. | not, faint nort,fearc not; Regrnm eſt, cim benefece- 
115, male audire: It is a princely thing, to heare il], 
tor doing well. In which courſe of well-doing, 
| as Tamboundtobe a ſuiter vnto God for you, 
, Gen-49:2 | that your Bow may abide ſtrone, and that your hands 
S | and armes may be ſtrengthened by the mighty God 
F--: | of Zacob : So, g1ue me leaue alſo, inthe name of | 
þ | God.tg9 bc a bold ſollicitour vnto you, and for 
| | the Goſpels ſake , which you profeſſe,and are 
| bound by your beſt actions ro beautifie, now the 
third} 
— k 


| | brings comfort in holineſſe; and comfort in ho- 
| 
| 
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third time to be your humble Monitor and Re- 
membrancer, thar according to your places of 
command and greatneſſe , you would therein 
ſtriue with an holy kind of emulation,the more 

fully and freely to exerciſe your goodneſſe. | 


Andasit hath pleaſed God to indow you with | | Y 


greater meanes,power and ability,{o to account |. 
it the beſt Chriſtian policy, by your good | 
workes on earth, to lay vp treaſure for your | - |, 
ſelues in heauen,and eucry day to bring in fom- | /: 
what into Gods Exchequer,as the-I[raclires did |! xxod. 2x. 
tothe Tabernacle ; the remembrance whereof | / 
may gi. cg in life and death, comforr | 
you, and whereof you may ſay (in fingular con-/ 
fidence claiming an eſpeciall intereſt in Gods 
fauour, and expetting the promiſed recom- 
ence) Remember me, O my God, according to this : | Neb. 13.22, 
For albeit the glory. of God muſt be the witi- gn | 
mus terminus of our cogitationsand ations, and | "5 #5 
the principall motiue of our good workes, and 
the primuys mobile of our obedience ;/yer inthe | 4quin. 
ations of obedience, whileſt we ſecke the ad- 
uancement of Gods glory inthe firſtplace;wee | 7 
may as a ſecondary obiect or adiun&, reſpe&t þ PO | 
our owne commodity, and haue an eye to our |}  _- 
eternall reward : yea,it is lawtull for every ſan- |> 
ified Chriſtian (maugre rhe ſpirit of contra- 
diction in weaklings or xvranglers ) whileſt he | 
remembreth God in lincere obedience ( as _1- 
braham did in ſacrificing 1ſaac , Moſes, inigui- 
ding,and going before Gods people ; Obewrah, 
in relicuing the Lords Prophets , Magaales,in | Luk.q. 


<3, EETIT IG, 


waſhing 


Nr ona 


| 


Epift. Phitem. 


_—_ SET, >, ee 


F 7 . * i » 

| The conſcionable Chriſttan. a | 
wathing Chriſts- teet ; Dorcas, in making gar- | 
ments for poore widowes ; Philemon,in refreth- 


Nehem.$.1g. 


Nechem.13.22, 


Aug.in Pſa.109 


> 
. 


Gal.65.9. 
Eccl.11.6. 


hryfoft in ope- 
re imperf. 


[OCT dg? 


| ing the bowels of the Saints ; and Nehemiah,/in | 
| duing good to Gods Houſcand his people) ro 
| defire Gyd to remember lim by a gracious re- 
- COMPEence ; and to ſay with Nehemiab,/ Remem- 
ber me,O my God,concerning this; but yeras conſci- 
' ous to himſelfe of many impertections in his 
beſt aGions, of defects and detaults, cirher in 
| the end, marter,manner or meaſure of his obe- 
| dience, he is,as it followeth in the ſame place, 
| to ſupplicate for mercy, andto pray, as there 
| Nehemiah doth, But pardon me according to thy 
| grcatmercy. For as Saint Auguſtine faith, Ne{ 


| Dewes per muſericordiam/parceret,non inueniret quos 


— 


| per iujtitiam coronaret: Except God ſhould ſpare 
{vs in mercy, hee ſhould finde none whom hee 
| might crowne in iuſtice, But yet in hope and 
| expectation tobe crowned in mercy, let vs all. 
| as the Almners of the Almighty, remember 
| dailyto doc good in ourſeucrall callings,accor- 
| ding to,Ourability,to be plentifull inthe works 
| of charity, to bee fairhtull in the exerciſes of 
' piery, that ſo our ſoules,as fields of ſincerity, 
| being euery day more and more charged with 
the deeds of iuſtice and mercy, mav at length 
 beaccompliſhr with the Creſt and Crowne of 
| etcrnall glory. 2 | 
| To this purpoſe tendeth rhe precept and 
| charge of the Apoſtle,Be not weary of well doing, 
for in due time yee ſhall reape, if you faint not : and 
| that of Chry/oſfome, Sow with a mind te reape . 


Phy 


%. 


fight, 


wel, 


| fieht, with a deſire 10 ouercome ; conquer, with an ex- 
\pecZatron to be crowned, Whercin Pcrſcuerance 


| tre filiam, pacis amicam, virtutum conſurmationens, 
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\ (which Bernard calleth,Sororem patrentie, conſtan- 


And another, Talarem tunicam , that loug white 
Kobe reaching downe to the feet, which euery good 
loſeph rauſt put on : and another, The Empreſſe 
of vertues, which rewarderh himthat ranneth, 
crowneth him that fighteth, bringeth to the 
hauen him that faileth ; without which, obedi- 
ence hath no reward, a good turne receiues no 
thankes, and fortitude deſerues no glory. ) 
Wherein, I fay, /perſeuerance in well-doing, 
(which is euery Chriſtian mans duty) in hope 
and cxpection of recompence, (conſidering 
our humane infirmity) is commended rynto vs 


as we are Chriſtians, bur allo in our particular 
vocations, as wee are Magiſtrates, Miniſters, 


| So that looking for the reward,nort of debt,but 


Iudges, Iuſticers, or any other inferiour bene. 
ficiall Officers.in Church or Common-wealth. 


of fauour(as Saint Paul ſpeaketh) we are to pro-. 
ceed confidently and conſtantly in our Chriſti- 

an obedience to the end. Yea, it is our duty to 

labour much to liue ſo, to ſuffer much to dye | 
ſo, as conſtant conſcionable Chrittians ought ; 

yea,todye in deſpight of death couragioutly 

for the maintenance of equity and truth, to 

raiene {o, 'as conſtant conſ{cionable Chriſtians 

vndoubredly ſhall. | 


all, and that nor onely in our generall calling | 


Thus ifwe ( Beloued ) ſhall giue all diligence 
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to perſeuerc inthe practice of the generall and 
particular duties of Chriſtian obedience, wee 
ſhall then with daily comfort, taſte the ſweet- 
nefle of an vpright confcience; and if we delire 
and indeuour without difſimulation and hypo- 


crific, in reſpect of others, without partiality | 


and defection, in regard of our {clues, ro walke 
inthe wayes of Gods Commandements, as he 


bath preſcribed ; wee ſhall bee ſure to inioy the | 


continuall ioy and peace of a good conſcience, 


| without night of deſertion,oreclipſe of change 


and variation, as he hath promiſed. 
To-conchude this point, if we ( Fathcrs and 


brethren) according to the dictate and direRi- | 


on of conſcience inlightened and awaked, ſhall 
both inthe courſe of our generall conuerſation, 
and inthe offices of our particular vocation, be 
carcfull and faithfull, in louing what God lo- 
ucth, and hating what-he hateth, in doing what 
God commanderh, and eſchewing what he for- 
biddeth, we ſhall then be both rrucly holy and 
happy t90. $rke 

So ſhall we be exempt and free, not onely 
from the crimſon-crying finnes of Iuſtice- 
wronging Magiſtrates , foule-ſtarning Mini- 
ſters, face-grinding oppreflors, truth-betraying 
witncfles and lurors, facrilegious rob-Gods, 


deſperate mocke-Preachers, and ſuch like flagi-- 


tious offenders, who with ſearcd and benum- 


med conſcicnces, habrtyatt fart in malo,or fatent 


in peccato, lie ſtinking in their ſinnes, as Lazarus 
inthe grauc : Butalſo from the common ſinnes 


of 
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of wantons,gluttons,lycrs,ſwearers,ſ]gnderers, 
Sabbath-breakers,and the like common finners, 
whoſe large cheucrill confciences diſpenſe 
withall corruptions and tranſgreſſions that are 
not capitall : yea, we ſhall be tree by the afore- 
ſaid godly care, fromthe vaiuſt morofity; and 
caulclcfſe anxiety of ſcrupulous bird-eyd. con- 
ſciences, which make more Commandements 


[1 
1 


| 


| then ten, and proiect fearefull things, where no |. 


 feare is ; That 10 our rightly-informed quict- 
acquitting conſciences may paſſe ( with Top- 
Haile and Banners difplaid , with Flags of deti- 
ance to the workes and workers of iniquity ) 
through the waues of this world, to the Har- 
\ bour of crernall reſt, ioy, and felicity. 

| With ſuch a clcering-checring conſcicnce, 
' our Apoſtle Saint Paw/, the worthy Champion 
of Telus Chriſt, failed couragiouſly inthe! an- 
'gry Adriaticall Sea, when the tempeſtuous Eu- 
 roclydon raged, and meate and light was for 
| many dayes denyed, and all that were in the 
| Ship beſides deſpaired, telling them confident- 
| ly, thatnone of them ſhould periſh, bur all bee 
| preſerued for his ſake. With the wings of ſuch 


_ | aconſcience, whenthe Iewes thought & ſpake 


cuill of him,and plotted miſchiefe againſt him, 
he as an Eagle. ſoared aloft,and reſpecting their 
forged calumnies, no more then the chitring of 


\ Sparrowes or chatting of Pyes, barc himſelfe 


vp braucly aboue the frourges and razors of 
their rongues, and farre beyond the Sphere of 
their malignity ; withthis Armour of righte- 
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ouſn:figon the right hand, and the left being 
frly cladde,he paſſed through goodreports and 
bad, through many iniuries, indignities ; dan- 
gers and difficulties, as bold as a Lyon, as vali- 
ant as Gideon and Samſon, A good conſcience, 
liketheArke of Noah, bare him vp aboue the 
pride and power of all worldly ſurges and for- 
rowes, vndaunted, vnappalled ; ſo that at mid- 
night in the dungeon.all manacled and fertered 
as hee was ina wounded skinne , wee find him 
praying and ſinging ina whole and merry con- 
{cience, : 

Saul could not be merry without a Muſician, 
Ahab, without Nabetbs Vineyard , proud Ha- 
74x, without cAordecar courtelie : But hethar 
carryeth the true Electuary, exhilarans & Letifi- 
cans Galent, of a good conſcience about him, he 
hath ſelfe-ſufficiency , and without Muſficke, 
money, lands or honour, is happy ſtill, and | 
merry alone, like to the late inuented Muſtcall | 
inſtruments of perpetuall motion, &c. 

With this Counſeller and Comforter in the 
boſome, to wit, agood conſcience, 1acob can 
ſlcepe ſweetly on a pillow of ſtone ; Daniel and 
his fellowes looke freſh and faire, feeding on 
pulſe alone , 10b, in the midit of his paine and | - 
pouerty,pofleſſed of this true Diamond, which 
darted many beames of comfort vpon his ſoule, 
challenged his aduerſaries to write againſt him 
- a Booke offlander, and hee would rake it vpon 
his ſhoulder, 8 bind itto his head as a Crowne 
of honour, Heereunto Hezekiah, neere vnto 

| death, 
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death, hauing recourſe for ſuccour, confidently 
[thus ſaith, I beſeech thee, Lord, remember how 
' T haue walked before thee intruth. Bythis An- 
; chor-hold,all the children of God,in the mid(t 
| of manifold temprations and ſpiriruall conml- 
ſions, haue beene cuer ſo maincly ſuſtained, rhat 
with Saint Paul, they haue thus conſtantly rec- 
ſolued ; Wherher wee liue, we live vnto the 
Lord ; whether we dic, we die vnto the Lord : 
whether we liue therefore or dic, wee arethe 
Lords. | 
Doe ye then (Men, Fathers,and Brethren)de- 
ſire ro haue in your {clucs an heauen vponearth, 
and to aſpire toan happineſſe, independant on 
the creatures without your O then indeuour 
earneſtly,and purſue this one thing aboue other 
things, viz. the hauing and holding of an vp- 
right conſcience within you, Doe all things as 
in Gods preſence, cheriſhtrue ſauing-faith, by 
often .hearing and reading of the Word, and 
the frequent practice of Praycr and true repen- 
tance, inure your ſclues by religious exercyſes, 
'toa kind of familiarity with God, that the al- 
| ſurance of his loue in Chriſt, and the comforts 
thercof be not interrupted, walke carefully in 
your particular callings, to the glory of God 
and thc common good, auoyding as ſerpents. 
couetouſneſſe and ambition , which make men 
ſet their conſciences on tres, and ſtretch like 
| cheuerill ; and becauſc atthe great and gencrall 
| Aſliſes N ſentence ſhall paſſe, and Iudgement be 
| 


awardcd,accordins tothc things written inthe 
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Booke of euery mans conſcience; take we heed 
that theſe Bookes of account bee kept vnblur- 
red, vnpolluted,pure and cleance from cone 
| tuous ſinnes , which are the cut-throate of the 
 ſoule, and offenſiue in Gods fight. In aword , 
ler this be your wiſhaboue all wiſhes,and here- 
{1a make {ure worke (come of the reſt what will) 
| that by the effuſion of Chriſts Blood for you, 
| and infuſton of his Spirit into you, you may in-| 
' toy this pleaſant and peaceable portion of a 


' good conicience, which is more _— bee | 


| eſtecmed of, and held at a dearer rare, then the 
' Merchants precious Pearle , for which (as it 1s 
'inthe Parable) he ſold all that he had , in com- 


| pariſon | whereof , the things thar are in the| 
, worlds eye moſt aduantageableynto vs, are to 


| be accounted lofle,and iudged as dung, that we 
' may win it. Let others ſay, Who wil ſhew vs any 
good © Yet, Lord, lift thou vp the light of thy 


, countenance vpon vs. Let others content them- | 


| ſelues with aportion in this life , whoſe beilies 

thou filleſt with thy hid treaſure; bur let vs (O 
| Lord) behold thy face inrighteouſnefle, and in 
| the glaſſeof a good conſcience heere onearth : 
| ſo when weawake in the day of Reſurrection, 
| we ſhall be ſatisfied with thine Image, rauiſhed 


f 
| 


rious preſence inteauen. 


| All earthly ioyes and treaſures , without this | 


; of a goodcoenlcience, are but as ſo many pon- 


| : = | = 
; with {&cing, and ſecured for retaining thy glo- | 


| derous waights, to giue poizeto the ſoule to | 


mma 


linke it to hell. But with this,all outward helpes | 
b for | 
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for preſent maintenance, are as ſo many Pro- 
| mooters and Prodors for the "future 1nheri- 


tance, giuing vs not onely wings of 4 Doue or 
an Eagle, but of an Angel, to aſcend into hea- 
UCn. 


With this heauenly treaſure then of an vp- | 


right conſcience, whoſocucr amongſt vs ( O 
that there were many ſuch! ) is really poſſeſſed, 
to ſpeake plainely in the phraſe of the holy 
Ghoſt, he1s (without controuerſte) richly, yea, 
royally bleſſed. * Hee need not efwy the rich 
Corne-hoorders barnes inlarged,and goods in- 
creaſing , or the Glutrons purple rayment and 
delicious feeding,or the greatnefſle of the grea- 
teſt Potentate, arrayed in robes of State, pow- 
dercd with Pcarle,and boaſting with Nebuchad- 
»ezzar,of his power and _ building , No : 
Hee need notenuy the magnificent pompe, and 
viurped Oecumenicall power of that triple- 
crowned ruffling Prieſt of Rome (that MHerid:- 
anus Demon, as Bernard calls Antichriſt) who to 


. giue life to the image of the Beaſt, ſeckes, as 


much as in him lieth, to make the Lord of life, 
exheredem uineeexheredem wite; riding on mens 
ſhoulders, treading on Emperours necks, and 
ſwimming in his Orcipotent Sea,with the blad- 
ders of intolerable pride and inſolency. No, 
no : Vix vnins aſſis — Nec pretio pluris mundaya 
hec ommia ducit ; For carryed inthe triumphant 
Chariot of a cleare conſcience. and adnanced 
farre aboue theſe painted Pageants of rhings 
{ublunary and periſhing , with Gods leaue 
| N 
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and | 
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ſtancie and equality , without remiſſeneſſe or |. 


' ner of way (ſo farre as humane frailty did not 
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loue he inioyeth a-ſelte-ſufficient happineſſe in 
health and ſickeneſle, inlife and death.and after 
deatheuer-indurings/. 

O happy then, and thrice happy we , if as S. 
Pauls was, ſo our _—_— and glory bee inthe 
teſtimony of a good conſcience! if intruthwee 
can doe as in all his tryalls he did, hold foorth 
this teſtimony as a ſhield of defence,and flag of 
defiance, againſt all ſcandalons imputations and 
aſperſions; if'we cantruely ſay as he ſaid ; Wee 
are aſſured that we haue agood conſcience, de. 
firing in all thingsto liue honeſtly, Heb. 13.18, 
or duely indeuour, as hee in my Text indeuou- 
red, 10 haue 4 good conſcience alwayes towards God | 
and men. Which words importing the latitude 
or extent of a good conſcience, in reſpe& of 
time, and the obie&s rhcreof, come now ve 
fitly ro bee handled, whereinT will labour to 
preuent your wearinefle. Firſt , of the time, 
and duration of the Apoſtles indeuour and ex- 
erciſe ro haue a good conſcience,namely,nrwun, 
Alwayes , being « rn y ren Jimue erefrwor@>, AS the 
Scholiaſt hath it, being in all things cuery man- 


ler) inoffenfiue and vnblameable, indeuouring 
atall rimes, through the whole tenor of his 
life, Nor = oſura exigut temporis,aut pro primis 
tantum dicous,ſed omnibus diebus vite poſt conuer ſi 
onem, as Calnin renders it, to bee yprightly con- 
{cionable, conſcionably vpright. 

Sothatthis word ( cAlwayes ) imports con- | 


partiality. | 
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partidlity. Inthe life of manand courſe of his 
calling, thereaxe many turnings, references,oc- 
currences, Opportunitics, importunities,;and di- 


| [uers reſpes;inall which, at euery rurnetobee 
the ſame man, requires the ſtrength of a good 


conſcience. A child or weakeling may take two 
or three ſteps well , and walke ſomewhat euen- 


Py : but to.turne hither and thither, vpiand 
ow 


ne with aQtiueneſle and dexterity, and to 
maintaine the thorow pace or race with [ertled 
conſtancie and alacrity,, atguesthe merall -and | 
making of a very ſtrong man. Such an one was 
our Apoſtle inthe race of Chriſtianity after his 
conuerſion, as appeareth by his Triumphant 
Epinichion,2.Tim.4. I baue fqughta good fight, 
kept the faith, finiſhed my cqurle, &c. and by 
his confident proteſtation, Ads 23. 1. I haue 
ſerued God witha good conſcience dye; TaTuc Thi; 
er, thorowout vnto this day. Alwayes,with- 
out ſtumbling, withour offence, as it is in my 
Text,&c. Which is not ſo preciſely to bee vn- 
derſtood, as if he had beene alwayes indowed 
with an equall gooddifpoſfition to godly du- 
ties,and had neuer ſlipt or ſlept through humane 
infirmiry ; For as the Spouſe of Chriſt confe(- 


| 


ſeth of her ſelfe, Iſleepe, but my heart waketh: | 
and ſo condemneth her drow2zinefle in the fleſh, 
notwithſtanding her watchfulneſſe inthe Spi- 
rit. So S. Paul, Rom. 7. complaineth on him- 
ſclfe, that (in regard of the combate which is 
betwixt the fleſhand the Spirit, in the moſt Re- 


| 
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generate) he did ſometimes the euill hee would 
N 2 ' Hot, | 


2,T\m. 4-7, 


AQs 23.1. 
Reaſ. double. 
Cant. 5, 
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| throughnarures frailry and weaknefle, but yee- 
not wittingly offenſiue, through fins malignity 
and perucrſenes. For the power of a good con- 
ſciece preſeracd him ſo vpright, thatasa ſquare 
Cube,or homo quadraims,hew asthe ſame,which 
way ſocucrhe were turned : to God, or man ; 
| ro company,or himſelfe alone vponall occaſi- 
ons and occurrences he held his owne,and defi- 
red alwayes, inall things, to walke honeſtly, 
Heb.13.18. & ) CLLALS: 
Ir is farre otherwiſe, God knowes, and expe- 
rience ſhewes,intoo many now adaycs, which 
haue weake crazy conſciences,and as diſtempe- 
red|braines,their tw bida + lucida mmieraalla,their 
good and euill. dayes : who, like Mercury a- 
moneſt the Planets, are of a variable conſtituti- 
on,faſt and looſe, ſtri& in ſome things, looſe in 
other , godly-in one company,and prophane in 
another , vpanddowne,off and on,in and our, 
almoſt at cuery turne , who can indifferently 
brooke all companics, and conuerſe with all 
| manner of perſons, If they be ruffians, blaſphe- 
mers, drunkards, they can play the good fel- 
| loweswiththem. If they be good men, which 
feare God,they will diſcourſe of poynts of Re- 
| ligion,and adioyne themſelues to their ſociety; 


/ 


and darkneſſ*,righteouſneſſe and varightcoul- 
nefle,God inthe one,and Bebal inthe other. To 
| {peake to the preſent occaſion, In the cauſc and 
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nor,ar:d did not at other times the good hee | * 
{would, and ſo was vnwillingly defeftiue, 


as if there were good __ betwixrlight | ' 
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caſe of Titins their kinſman, or rich friendand | 
——_— can be preciſe and peremptori- { 
ly forward by all meanes to promote it : Bur in | | 
asgood a ſuite and-iuſt a cauſe of Sempromius a | 
ſtranger, or meane-ſtated-man, they will bee 
retchleſſe and remiſte, not caring how --hec bee 
wronged init. 1would to God the conſciences | 
of more thena good many of our Magiſtrates | 
were not ſuch ; bur commonly ſuch rhcy are, 
who thonghthey-'profeſſe and pretend,thar in 
places of Iudicature they will heare the ſuites 
of pooreand rich with equall patience and at- 
- { tention,examine and cenfure all controuerſies 

 indifferently withour preiudice, partiality, and 
| needleſſe /protraction; yet when it comes to | 
| proofe; they proouec farre otherwife, and like | — 
| intruthtoa fiſhing rod,which ſtandeth ſtraight | 
| whena Menow, or Gogin, or ſmal fiſhis taken, | 
but boweth and bendeth, /arid-the line fome- | & | 
' times breaketh too, whena Peale or great fiſh | 
15to be drawne vp : So whenthe Law hath can- 
uaſed and caught.a poore man; being perſecu- 
ted by the rich;then iuft Iudgment procegderh 
ſpcedily ; but whenthe rich 'and mighty ones 
are haply taken in their ouer-rakings and law- 
leſſe dealings, and brought within compaſle of 
the Lawes cenſure; then ( O cruell pity!) there 
is much yeelding, bending, bowing,and ſome- | Bo 
times breaking too, to free them from the pe- [i | 
nalty and vigour of the Law,&c. Bw | 


+ 
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Neither is this the faulr only of ſome chicfe | 
Magiſtrates and minifters of iudgement, but 
| N 3 0 the | 
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the vſuali | preuarication of many mercenary 
Lawyers, lurors,witneſles,and ſuch like inſtru- 
ments of Tuſtice, whoſe weake conſciences, at 
the command of gainc or greatneſle, ( as atthe 
view of cMeduſacs ftupifying head ) either 
ſtretch as Chiuerellin the raine, or'ſhriuell yp 
as parchmenrtagainſtrhe fire, and ſo giue way, 
if not warrant,to the works of intuſtice,where- 
| by innocency is wronged, good lawes are delu- 
ded, godly men diſ-heartened, and God him- 
| {elfe diſhonoured. 1; T1593 | 
And here I could open a myſtery of iniqui- 
ty,and ſhew qurbus aprcibus & appendicibus inves, 
innacens torquerur a cauſedico,dum cauſa torquet ne- 
| centem: that is, with what ”=” and trickes 
the innocent party is by the Lawyer wrung and |  ? 
puttothe worlt, notwithſtanding the goodnes 
of his cauſe,and the Law it felte hath driuen 
his aduerſary tothe wall. Yea, I could iuſtly in- 
ueigh againſt the dreadtull licence of inferen- 
ces amongſt our Engliſh pleaders in caſes cri- 
minall ; whereby it often comes to paſſe, that 
vpon very nice poynts innocents haue bin'con- 
1 { demned ; as Eaward Earle of Warwick was in 
Henry the ſeuenths dayes,and the Duke of So- 
merſet in Hexry the fixths,&c.Yea, I could here 
exhibita bill of wofull complaint, inthe name 
| of many poore, impotent, innocent men and 
| women : Firſt,againſt thoſe aduocates, which 
1 with their Clyents great coſt ,, and thcir 
owne {mall conſcience, maintaine contentions, 
| becauſe contentions maintaine them, and b 
Engliſh) 


th. 
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him too mild) Dureſcite dureſcite, for jnomedicabi- 


celine es doings, that they blot our | 
| i. 1 > 
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Engliſh delayes,worſe then Spaniſh Strapados, 
protracttheir ſuits.in Law, till they bee non-ſu- 
red of life. Secondly,againſt thoſe Iurates and | 
witneſſes, which without heed-taking to their | 
hearts, that they conceiue no malice , to their | 
bands, that they. recetue.no bribes ; to their | 


eares, that they. heare no falſe accuſation; to | 


their eyes, that they ſee no wrong, to their 
feet, that they be not ſwift to ſhead blood (as if 
all theſe ourward ſenſes of the body, and the 
inward powers of thc {oule too were wholly 
corrupted) doe, without care or conſcience, 
feare of God,orreucrence of man, giue either 
vniuſt verdict inthe cauſe, or falſe evidence a- 
gainſt the perſons of their brethren and neigh- 
bours,euenas by their paſſions they are ouer- 
ſwayed, or ouerwaighed by the purſe, orby | 
their friends intreated, or by their fellowes in 
euill pexſwaded. Theſe are ſores which had 
need to be lanced, thatin time they mightbee 
cured. But becauſe your Honours haue procee- 
ded in ſome degrees of roundneſle againſt theſe 
inormitiesas you neet with them in your Cir- 
cuit, reſounding onely in your eares what the 
Smith did inthe Zantſzraves,when ( he thought 


le uulnus-Enfe recidendum eſt, ne pars ſyncera traha- 
tur. 1 here refraine from further agitation of 
rhem,or exclamation _- them in particu- 
far, not ceafing yetto admoniſh in generall, all 
ſuch as finde themſelues guilty of ſo corrupt 
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of the booke of conſcience, their finnes by re- 


pentance ; and by vnfained ſorrow of humbled | 


contrite hearrs ,' deprecate the iudgements 
due vntothem for the ſame ; and for thetime 
to come, beware of doing more harme to a 
man for a little pelfe, then cuer they can doe 
him good againe with all their policy or po- 
wer. Beware of cutting afunder the ſincwes of 
the Common-wealth, and of poyſoning the 
pure breath it drawes,by peruerting Iuſtice,and 


abuſe of the Lawes. Take heede by the bloo- | 


dy end of Ahaband his ſecd,, that yee'ſceke 


not, vader colour of Law, to rob your neigh- | 


bour of his field and life : For though Naborh 
oy neighbour be dead,and cannot-be reuenged 


| of thee, yet thy conſcience, the Lords Ambal:- 


ſadour,will meet thee,as Elias did £Ahab, and 
tell thee, Thou haſt ſold thy ſelfe to worke wic- 
kednefle abominable,and bring thee tidings of 
vengeance vnauoydable. Be warned by the tra- 
gicall iſſue of Iudas his treaſon, that ( cither to 
pleaſe others,or to profit your ſelues) yee darc 


| not be agents or inſtrumentsof betraying an in- 


nocent : Forafter the fat, whenyour conſcien- 
enccs ſhall (as ſooner or later they will) vex and 
gall youtfor it,and make your liues more irke- 
ſome to. you, then the moſt violent death ; whi- 
ther will you runnc for comfort and reliefe in 
this agony 2 will you returne to your great 
friends,for whoſe pleaſure you did it, as 14dzs 
didtothc high Prieſts and Elders|for fauour, 
when he had ſold his Maſters Alas, they will 
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| renile you, and leaue you diſconſolate , and 
| when inanguiſh of ſpirit you ſhall confeſſe as 
| hee did, that you haue ſinned in betraying 
the Innocent, they will deſperatcly ply 
(as not touched with the finne rarer) 
procured and hired) What « that tows ? looke thou 
rout ? Haſt thou forſworne thy ſelte in my cauſe, 
thou vnconſcionable Turor ? haſt thou applyed | 
thy wit and tongue to maintaine and follow 
my lawleſſe ſuite, thou corrupt Lawyer * Haſt | 


(to doe wrong ina matter of forgery, thou falſe 


thou,for lucre or fauour,ſtretchtthy conſcience | 


- | hollow friends, yea, miſerable comforters. 


witneſſe: Wharis that to me 7 looke thouto it? 
Thus if you deale hollowly with God for 
mens fauours, you ſhall finde them in need but 


Whither next will you betake your (clues for 


| 
| 
| 


| 
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| Ammon did Themar , and caſt them downe in | 


ſuccour, for helpe, for remedy * What, to the 
money,or worldly benefit gotten by this tre- 
chery,or purchaſed by that villany * Indeed the 
thirty pieces of filuer, were Iudas his Thamar, 
the delight of his ſoule, and longing of his 
thoughts, vnrill his wickednefſe was ated , but 
afterwards feeling that hee had dearely bought 
them,by betraying his Maſter to death, his cre- 
dit to deteſtation, and his foule to damnation, 
he tooke no ioy inthem, as an execrable thing 
he abandoned them , yea,he hated them more | 
then heloued them before, and could not bee 
quier till hee had thruſt them outat doore,as 
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the Temple,as the witneſſe of his ſinne,and the 
O __ burthen 
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= | burthcnof his ſoule;and ſo departing hanged | 
himſelfe : , | 
Dignum opus authore, eft 41gn: & 1þſe opere. 
Sith then neither your triends,nor your gaine 
gotten by guile, nor(to bee briefe) any other 
worldly hopes or helpes can comfort you , but 
ratherwillt bee corroſiues to you, when your 
con{ciences awaked ſhall ſting you for your 
wrongfull miſ-dealings with thoſe in whoſe 
matters you haue had tro doe , whatrctuge now 
| remainethfor you £ Will you now ar laſt caſt 
| flyto God for redreſlc, in this your diſtreſle ? 
| It is likely (ſuch is mans preſumprion) you will 
| make {o bold an aduenture. Burt alas, there can 
| be ſmall hope of aduantage heereby : for God 
will not ſo cafily bee intreated to'pleaſureyou, 
| ith you haue ſo cafily condiſcended in the ſer- | 
| uice of thedijuell and your owne luſts to diſ- 
Tadg.10.14. | pleaſe him : butas he ſent the Iſraelites intheir 
#8  extremity,to the Idols which they had choſen, 
ſaying, Now let them deliuer you: So will hee 
ſend youto your wicked policies, plors and de- 
uices, which you haue preferred before his 
counſels and Commandements, and bid you 
ſeeke helpe ( but all in vaine ) from them : yea, 
your owne Monitor inthe boſome, will deliver 
1.Sam-15.26. | that fearfull meſſage to you, which Samwel did 
| to Sal, T how haft forſaken: the Lord, and the Lord 
hath forſaken thee, You have ſaid, whileſt you 
| wereinthepurſuit of your ſinnes, to the Holy 
fob21.14- | oneof Ifracl, Depart from vs,we defire nor the 
. knowledge of thy wayes. Therfore,now-when 
| | the 
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the horrour of your finnes vnrepented purſueth | 
you, he will be euen with you, and ſay, Depart 

from me, ye workers of iniquity, # know you not. O 
conſider this in your owne ſoules, and refuſe 
notintime to bee made wiſe for your ſelues ! 
Hearken to the counſell of 1eſ#s the ſonne of 
Sponge - Say nor, O man, thus and thus haue I 

one, and yet noeuill hath come vnto me; for 
though the Almighty bee a patient rewarder, 
yet he will not leaue thee vnpunithed : neither 
ſay, haue enough for my life, I hauc ſtrength, 
and who will bring me vnder tor my workes ? | 
for God the auenger will reuenge the wrongs 
done by thee. At —_— —_ thou art fo 
ingrace with the greateſt, and fo eminent in 
place and authority,thatthou thinkeſt the per- 
ſons by thee wronged,dare not lift vp a finger 
againſt thee; yet for all thy ſecurity,thouknow- 
eſt not how neere thouarrt to ruine and miſery : 

For the wronged innocents, befides a good and 

iuſt King on earth, haue alſoa rightfull Defen- 

der in eg 9s uch = one _—_ iy oa a 

reuenging eye and hand too, who will one da 

MS of the fatherleſſe, dais, 

and poore Innocents into his owne hands,when 
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there ſhallbe anew inqueſt ; and what hath bin | 
heere put off, ſhuffled vp, and partially tudged, 
ſhall rhen be ſentenced and iudged againe, to- 
gether withthe Iudges, Counſellours, Iurors, 
and all inferiour Officers themſclues : And as 
they,or any of them haue ſowne in hardnefle 
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of heart, ſo ſhall they reape in horrour of con- 
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ſcience, 
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ſcience, quorum ocnlos culpa clauſit,pana aperiet - 
and as they haue liued vaconſcionably by the 
| Law, ſo ſhall they dye vacomfortably without 
Goſpell, Yea, left any obdurate forchead 
whoſe reſolution can laugh his finnes out of 
countenance ; or any wiltull peruerter of Iudg- 
ment, and perſecutor of the poore and impo- | - 
tent,ſhould prophanely thinke, that God hath 
loſt his power, or left his prouidence, becauſe 
he doth not preſcntly execute Iudgement onan | 
cuill worke : Nouerint vninerſi : Beit knowneto | 
all ſuch workers of cuill, that cuen in this life | 
God will right or reuenge the iniuries and in- 
dignities of his poore oppreſſed diſtreſſed ones, 
and when, in the anguiſh of their ſoules, they ' 
ſhall cry vnto him, Exwrgat Deas, Pal. 68. Let 
| God ariſe : He,withan Ecchoes readinefle will 
| reply, Surgam,Pſal. 12. Iwill ariſe. For the op- 
preſſion of the needy,& the ſighes of the poore 
I willvp (faith the Lord) and deliuerthem. 
Yea, though the poore-oppreſſed ſwallow vp 
their griefe in ſilence, & cry not for vengeance, 
yet res iþſa clamabit , the hire of the labourers 
| detained, Iam.5. The blood of Abel and Nabeth 
ſpilled, r. King.21. Theſtone and beame, by 
fraud and violence placed in the houſe of rhe | 
| mighty oppreſlour,ſhall cry out for vengeance | 
againſt him,who hath made his field Acheldama, 
and his houſe Goſgorha ( building it with the 
goods of the poore, painting it with the blood | 
' |of the poore, and hanging it about with the 
Bag of the poore,and (as I may fay) vnder- 


propping 
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furely God ſhall be auengedd on him,as hee was 
on Cain, Ahab, lezabel, and not 'onely auen- 


(who hath diſcharged conſcience from com- 
ming vpon his ground, and ſacrilegiouſly in- 
trudes himſclfe on Church Demaines , and 
* | leſhed therein, runnes with open mouth on the 
Commons of the Countrey ) but alſo on all 
ſuch vniuſt Magiſtrates, * ſuborned Witneſſes, 
corrupt Iurors, truth-ontfacing Lawyers,cruell 
vnder-Sheriffes , and cunning Sollicitors, as 
haue aſſiſted him in his bloody conqueſt, and 
triumph ouer his harmeleſle, helpeleſle, diſtreſ- 
| ſed Miniſter, Tenant, neighbour. Yea, more 
then ſo,in the 26. of Leuit. and 28. of Deur. 
you ſhall finde a largepatrimony of fearetul! 
plagues entayled to the very poſterity of all vn- 
con{cionable peruerters of wdgement, perſecu- 
ters of the innocenty;and pradtiſers of violence 
or villany, and as well the Authours as Acors, 
the Plotters as Practiſers of miſchicfe, ſhall 
come to extreme miſery. The' mouth of the 
Lord hath ſpokenit,and his hands will bring it 
to paſſe. 


renew your reconciliation with God, by re- 
| moouing and diſclaiming the matter of contro- 
uerfie betwixt him and you,andinall cauſes cri- 
minall and- controuerfiall , which ſhall paſſe 

| () 3 ' 
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| propping it with the bones of the DOOre.) And [ 


ged on the great and mighty ill-man himſelfe | 


Amos 32, 
Pro.19.8. 
Pro.21.38. 
Plal.140.11. 


Deut.28. 
) | 


© heare thenand feare this, all ye that are, 
or haue beene any way imbarkcd-in ſuch ini- 
quity, breake off your finnes by repentance.and | 


thorow . 
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| deſires, of the cuſtomes of the times, of the 


| petere audebat : or Fabritins,qui nec audire nec wide- 
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thorow your hands, or come to your hearing, 
euidencing, and ſentencing heercafter, learne 
and labourto haue and diſcharge a better con- 
ſcience thenyou haue done heretofore. Whilſt 
the Flood-gate,of Gods loue is opencd,and his 
mercy ſtands and knockes at your gates for a- 
mendment, bc .intreated, leſt otherwiſe Iudge- 
menr lay ſiege to your houſes and hearts too, 
and with terrour of minde you bee conſtrained 
to doe wſtly : beicatous oucr your ſelues, with 
a godly tealouſic ; be {u{picious of your owne 


policies of the world , and of thoſe ſinfull 
baites which Satancouegrs cunningly, that the 
hooke of inſuing dangers may not be ſcene,and 
let none of them intice you to ſay thus vnro 
your ſoule, Goe to now, tor this once ler ſuch a 
man in ſucha matter be gratifted, though againſt 
equity : but inthe point of Iuſtice, ſhew your 
ſelues ſtrict and rigorous;inflexible,inexorable, 
like to that Roman Cato, 4 quo nemo rem ininſiam 


re quicquam turpe ſuſtivebat ; and with a full and 
free-hearted renunciation of all inwſtice, 
wrong, and violence. Herein ſeriouſly exerciſe 
your {clues to haue and.keepe Alwayes , cucry 
day,and in cucry actionof the day,in all places, 
high or low, publike or priuate, inall caſes of 
rich or poore,great or ſmall,a good and vpright 
conſcience. It was S. Pauls Crowne of reioy- 
ctng, that he could truely ſay, I haue wronged 


no man, corrupted no man, defrauded no man; 
and | 
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and it was Sammels comfort,that he couldcleere 
' himſelfe, and that the people with free accla- 


mation did cleere and acquit him from all ini- 


quity, 1.Sam. 12. Andit was likewiſethe very 
toy of Moſes heart, that he could aftirme con- | 
fidencly,he had doneno man hurt, Num. 16.8s. 
And doubtleſle, this al{o will be a fingular fo- | 
lace to your ſoules , and an heauen to your | 
hearts ( Fathers and: Brethren) when you ſhall | 
lie on your beds ſickly, or in health conferre 
with your ſoules ſecretly, that (howſoeuer you 
may be otherwiſe traduced, as <oſes by the 
ſonnes of | Belial was vniuſtly charged) yet you 
can waſh your hands with Dazid in innocency, 
and your conſciences cantell you, without ly- 
ing or flattery, thar youhaue wittingly wrong- 
ed no man, defrauded no man, beene corrupted 
by no man. OL4TK got . 

Which comfortable teſtimony of a good 
conſcience, that you ( Righr Honourable, and 
Right Worſhipful) may Alwayes haue and hold, 
(rocome once more with a freſh charge vpon 
your ſoules ) mine humble admonition,procee- 
ding from vnfained affection, ſhall be this, That 


L- 


| 


ſith rhe Lord knowerh your downe-fitting and 
vp-riſing, and your thoughts long before,and is 
(rogethcr with his Deputy conſcience) priuie to 
all your wayes and workes, (all things being 


P.139.1,2,3e 


Heb.4. 13s 


| 


naked before him with whom we hane to doe, 
as the Apaſtle {peaketh, Heb. 4.) you would be 
carefull rherctore and circumſpe& to do, what- 


Eccles.9.10. | 


focuer your hand hath to doe, with all your 
| power, | 


L 
£ 
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E 


| timiditas Iud;- 
Ci, vel fanoribus 
corrupttuel pa- 
woribus territ, 
off calamit as in- 
nocentis, prodi- 
tho ir 4,proditio 
plebis. Salaian, 


, 


| | F But I hope, this Lethargy and deadly ficke- 
| Temerit as aut 
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power, and that in ſimplicity and ſincerity, as in | 
the ſight of God, and in his preſence , from 
whom nothing can be hid. Caxe, ſpettat Cato,was 
an ancient Warch-word among the Romanes, | 
and a great retentiue from vice. How much 
morc ought this to be amongſt Chriſtians,Cave 
videt Dominus ?f The forgettulneſſle whereof, 
makes many men, eſpecially great Ones, to dig | 
deepe,as if they would hide their counſell from 
the Lord; to worke in darkenefle, as if none | 
ſhould or could (ce them,and politickly,as they 
deeme it, but dangerouſly,as the cuenr prooues 
it, ro contriue in ſecret thoſe things, which af- 
terward being brought to light, caſt ſhame in 
their faces, a burthen on their conſciences, a } 
blot on their name; and without repentance, , 
euerlaſting confuſion vpon body and ſoule, 


neſſe * hath no way indangered your ſoules, bur | 
that they arc cuer awaked with the remem- 
brance of Gods preſence, in all your actions 
and cenſures of vindictiue. or remuneratiue 
Tuſtice : ſo that the reward of vertue is not 
made a gift of fauour, to pleaſure friends; or the 
puniſhment of vice,a meanes of reuenge, to 
confound enemies : but mercy and iudgement 
are in their due place and time, according to 
the rules of equity, executed by you, with a 
mind of Iuſtice to doe right vnto all. 
Thus I hope the beſt things of you : and 
therefore giue me leaue;for my farther and ful- 
ler aſſurance therein,. to vie the ſame words 
ſome- | 


——— 


| {that yourfollowers perſwade you not (inhope 
[ of bribes ) to/ 


| the authority wherby 


- "n- % 


OT.» The conſetanable Chriftian. 
ſomewhat inlarged vnto you, which lehoſhephat 
did vnto the Iudges of his time ; Take: heed 


what'you doe, ye execute not the indgements 
of man, but of the Lord ; the ſcate wherein you! 
fir, is his ;the people which you iudge,are his 
ye judge,is deriued from 
him,. Take heed therefore that: your-paſſtons 
{way younor, that your friends preſſe you nor, 


zert Tuſtice :- for- though the 
Maſter be fo iuſt with Eifbato refaſe them, 
commonly the ſeruant-is'{o wicked with Gb 
to receiue them. Take heed what you doe, for ! 
the Lord will bee with you in the cauſe-and 
iudgement ; great matters doe cuer require 
great deliberation , welgty cauſes'; weighty 
conſideration ; ſcrious buſineſſe , ferious care 
and circumſpeRion.. Take heed then whar-you 
doe, be guided by Gods Law, imitate his ſteps, | 
haue no reſpe&ofperſons'in tudgement; feare | 
not the face of any man, bur letthe feare of the 
Lord (with whom is no defe@t, no obliquity, no 
partiality, no iniquity ) bee vpon you, and re- 
member.asat all times,ſo eſpecially -iinTndiciall 


| 


1 
4, - 


places, God is preſent with you and vieweth 
narrowly all your doings : hee ſtandeth in the 
aſſembly of Gods ( ſuch-are yee nuncapatine 
& "Surie 54 Shropant;, but yee ſhall die like -men,'fo 
fraile yee are © we 3 .aiulGe, Wherefore take 
heed what ye doe, and make account want 2 
that yee ſhall one day render an account” for! 


|» 
aſs | 


| 


whatſoecuer yee hauc _ , before thatrighre- 


ous 
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ous Iudge of all.the world, which iudgerh all 
 righteouſly.. Ochen gird yp your loynes with 
| Tuſtzee, and put on Biglteoutngetietfor an Ha- 
| bergeon : Indge not atcorting to-the appea- 
| rance, but iudge righteous indgeinent, and Jet 
| the fire of zcale, for truth and &quiry; be ſo inz 
; kindled, thay the Oye of: mercy be gor viterly 
conſumed. ; : te anthe ibraot Wn 
| ;:; Suffer not an LAbimelech,yponthemalicions 
accufation of. a Doeg,to be deſtroyed,ora ute. | 


| Ziha, to: be ſpoiled 5 oria aſap; vpbn awanton 
Miſtreſles allegation, to:bee impriſoned;-or: a 
Naboth, ypon lezabels letter, to bee 'deprined 
&: wives & wvites Bur heaze the: cauſes of your | 
Brethron without preiudicate-impicty ;[iudici- 
ouſly examine them without ſiniſter obliquiry, 
| and fincerely iudge themwithout vniuſt partia- 
lity: and laying afide all reſpec of perſonsand 
| popularity, according ito: the. Lords'Comman- 
dement, Deur. 1... ILetthe.cauſeoff thepoore and 
' necdy cone in equall ballance with the rich 
and mighty; deferre not the hearing and{deter- 
mining bf their ſuites, from:day roday.; from 
Termeto Terme,leſt it fare with themyas it-did 
with the Hemorzeſe, Mark.s. which was diſeaſed 
I 2, yeeres together, and when ſhe had ſpent all 
on Phyſicians, was notawhitthebetter.: oras it 
did with the 'weakeperſon, Toh. 5. which had 
beene diſeaſed eightandthigty yeeres, and fare 
in the porch of the poole of Betheſda., bur |. 
.might not be healed, becauſe ( far want belike 
bk of. | ' of | 


— 
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_ | Haewlijsptelent, with indignationof heart; 


| 
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BD 


him intothe poole immediately afeer:the An- 
gel had ſtirred it, For as Sz/ementfairh;The gift 
of a maninlargeth him , andbritigeth him be. 
fore gteatmen : that:is,maketh roome*for him, 


| 


| his all- 


{Equity 31worthyto be rewatded with Cehaftes 
| ro you, O caftit off fromyou, as Pax! didthe 


and prochreth him accefſe ro:thepreſcnre of 
{ſuch asare in authority ;; whercuntorhe poore, 
by reaſon of penny-pecking pull-backes, may 
not approch. Well; whatſocuer they cannor cf- 
feet for want of meanes, performe yee inthe a- 
bundance of mercy, pirty their caſes, regard 
their complaints1n-loue to-God, and God with 
cient loge 'will certainely repay all 
your loue ſhewed ro them. -, | | 


.\Andas for bribery, the bane of all truth:and 
| 


leproſic, if irdare at aty time rodraw neere vn- 
Viper: frotn; his hand and: as [Peter did. Simon 


For fre ſhall deuoure the houſes'of 'Bribes; Iob 
15. Contemne the wedge of gold, the molten 
Calfe,whichſo many worldly Idolaters crouch 
vnato : Abhorre'the gathering: of riches by a 
deceirfull tongue, which is a vhity toſſed-to 
and fro of themthat ſeeke death. Remember | 
the end of Balaams wages and 1uds his Bagge, 
and Beware; fell not 'ithy countenance, hy 
tongue,thy ſilence, rhy clients cauſe,thy neigh- 
bours life, livelyhood, or credit, orthine owne 
conſcience of truth,or peace of conſcience, for 


| 


| any benefiror Bribe wharſocuer, though never 
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of ſtirring Angels) hee could-get none co pur | 
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ſo ſecretly tendred vnto thee,Trrpe quid auſurus, 

te ſine refte time , Feare thine'owne ſelfe without 
another. witneſfe;-whenſocucr thou art going 
abourany wickednefle.. 

For withour a ſharpe-fighted witneſſethou | 
 canſt neverbee,as long as: Gods:Intelligencer | 
| and Spie,Conſcience;is withinthee,which ſeeth | 
| inthe greateſt darkeneſle, hearerh the ſofteſt: 
'whiſperings , and Eiſba-like, knowerh what is 
| contrived in the moſt priuate counſels of the 
Aranites.: = :' 7! Mo TIT 0 
This ſaw well enough when<Mchan hid the' 
| wedge of gold inthe carth,Ioſh.7. This looked 
Danid inthe face, and made him bluſh, when he 
foughtro haue his vnlawfult pleaſure of Berh, | 
fheba. This beheld the Idolizing! Elders'of TF-| 
rae], Ezek. 8. when in their ſecrer Oratories, 
| offering" incenſe to their Images:; they bleſt 

themſclucs with this baſe deluſion i'Fuſh; God! 
ſees vs hot. This beholdeth the blaod-facking 
; Vſurer « in ſtead of Jending:;; and looking for 
' nothing againe, as Chriſt commanderh ) eating 
| out, and conſuming his needy. Brotherto the | 
| bare bones, which Godforbiddeth, Exod: 22, | 
| 25. This looReth vpon the crafty Merchant, 
| ſelling dayes, and moneths, and yeeres, at a 
; higher rate then his wares , and if they beetoo | 
| light or too deare, by falſe meaſures and oathes 
; making amends for both, & ſecretly checks him 
' for making guile hisgaine, and. holding the bal- 
'Iance of deceit in his hand, &thetreaſures of in- 
| 1quity in his houſe, Mic. 6.and ifheamendnor, | 
will | 
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will openly prooue it vpon him, that whatſoe- 
uer is gotten by craftand cruelty, e dzuels Al- 
chmy) is as wild-fire in the purſe, and ſhall at 
length turne to Banqueruptiſmeand beggery, 

To beſhorr,conſcience,as acloſe Intelligen- 
cer, is priujetothe ſecrereſt ations and inten- 
tions. of! euery —_— Iudge, which turneth | 
the fruitof righteouſneſſe into Wormewoad, | 
Amos 6.andby nor prcfiing 1uſtice on the vn- 
iuſt, ſuffereththe iuſt ro bee oppreſſed with in- 
iuſtice, Ier 5. Of cuery. corrupt, Lawyer, who | 
helperh his Clyents cauſe, as the Woolfe did | 
the ſheepe of his cough, by ſucking his blood, | 
who: by quirkes and deuices varniſheth falſe- 
hood and wrong,and iuſtifying the wicked for 
a reward,taketh away the righteouſneſſe of rhe 
righteous from him. Of cuery corrupt Iuror & 
Queſtman,whichin his quicke preiudiciallcon- 
ceit;reſoluech onthe verdict, before the cauſe 
be opened,and euidences produced, and of e- 
{ nery corrupt Witneſſe, who mocketh at Iudge- 


{| ment,Prou. 19. And with the hired rake-hels 
of lezabel,making.no bones to.{weare and for- 
| {wearc, to the diſhonour of God, hurt of his 
neighbour,deluſion of the Tudge, and confuſion | 
of his owne ſoule, beareth raſh and varighteous 
teſtimony in matters controuerſed. | 
Thus the conſcience of theſe, and of eucry | 
of theſe, vieweth and knoweth what they doc, | 
orintendro doe, and it it percciue that they | 
{ wittingly and wilfully doe tranſgreſle, will nor 


| ſpare to tell themto their faces one by. one, as | 
| P3 Nathan | 


| 
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\3.Sa4m.1% Nathan did Dautd, T hou art the man : Thou,thou 
haſt ſownethe feedof iniquity, and thou ſhalt ; 
| greu.22, 8. reape the crop of calamity : Thou haſt goneon | | 
{ in ſuchand ſuch vnholy and vnrighteous cour- 
ſes, and therefore tanſt not bur 'come vrider 
| fuchand ſich heauie and grieuous curſes; Thou 
= 4 haſt willinelybeenh led heere inthe bands of 
EI ſinnes dominion ; and therefore ſhalr, againſt 
ludeverf.s. | thy will, hereafter be led capriue in the chaines 
of Satans damnation. $5555 bl 
\ Butonthe contrary,if it feele;findeand per- 
| ceine,as it isnimble,ſenſible, and ſharp-fighted 
| | enough;that your defireand indeuour isto doe 
Ea 33.14. | well, that you walke in juſtice,and ſpeake righ- 
teous things ; and: abſtaine from the gaine of 
| guile and oppreſſion, neither making your hands 
the aQors,nor your hearts the inuenrers of 
impiery ; bur ponder in your hearts, and pro- 
feſe with your tongues, and practife with your 
hands thoſe things which'tend to Gods glory, 
and the publike good;then will itbe benigne 8& 
propirious, andno more rough and rigorous to 
:.Sam.20% | You, but be vnto youas Tonathan was to Dauid, 
þ a comforter in all yourtroubles, andin all your 
croſſes and lofles, will ſpeake comfortably and 
cheerfully vnto you, as Elcanah to Hannah, 4m 
not 1 better to thee the many children, any Farmes, 
many fields, many fiends ” Why weepeſt 
thou? why is thine heart woodfeaſs | | 
The conſideration whereof well concoRed, 
| ſhould (me ſeemes) not only checke, choke and 
ſtrangle all finfull and vniuſt proicRs and pra- 
| | Ctices ) Lon 


I.Sam.1.3. 
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ices cuen in, their birth, or cradle, but alſo 
mightily. mooue and prougke all Miniſters and 
Inſtrumetts of Iuſtice, yea all Chriſtians what- 
locuer,to walke innocentlywith a perfe& hart 


before the Lord, and in; their ſeuerall eftates 
and callings to.giue all diligence and cireum» 
ipetion, with! our Apoſtle, to /haue and- diſ- 


Godand men. 474} 
| _Towards:Godaud men, Which being the lati- 
tyd5and extentiof agood confciencenreſpedt 
of the obiectsthereokleades vs-directly, with- | 
out any toxced conſtruction, to this laſt, plaine, 
pregnant and profitable: obſeruation : - Thar, | 
| | 14 the puck. conſciencegthere,ought to 
bee a cancurrence of purholy catriagetowards 
God,and our vpright demeanor tdyards men. 
| Requiite it is ( ſaith Chryſoſtame). wi rewerenter ſe 
gs habeat af dinner? lavwdabiliter connerſetur cur 
howinibas ; that, every;goodi; Chiiftian ſhould | 


; charge alwayes. a good conſcience towards | 


{erue God reucrently with- hearty deuorion, 


and man righteouſly with a'ready mind, and li- 


berall diſpoſition. Menare to bee regarded in 
| the way of right and equity, proprer famam.God 
| isto be reuercnced inthe way of Religion and 
| piety. propter conſcientiam. Lets lubenſque arc ne- 


ceſſary inthe feruice of both, thatneither our 


holineſſe nox our. righteouſneſle proceed from 
a dull heawic feare,or any ſeruile affection; but 
that ſincerely without faining, and conſtantly 
withour fainting,we be ſerujccable to God and 


= inareligious and righteous conuerſation. 
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| Firſt, (becauſ; e God deſerueth firſt to bee ſer- | 
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Lnkka b _— 
Holineſle and righteouſnesare the meane parts 
of Gods Image in man,as the Apoſtle ſheweth, 
Epheſ.4. Neither can we be afſurcd that we are 
truly regenerate and haue a good conſcience, | 
vnleſſe wee finde in our ſelues a meeting and | 
marriage of them both, Remember then, O 
man,to ioyne both together, which God and a | 
good conſcience will not haue to bee put aſun- : 
der. | = 


ued) be carefull roperforme all diuine dutics of 
holineſſe and piety towards God, according to | 
the contents of the firſt Table, and then confe- 
quenely, all humane duties of charity and equi- | 
| vo towards men, according to the contents of 

the ſecond Table of the Decalogue, Swwm cui- 
que. But inthe prime place, giue vnto God the 
things which are Gods : and ſe for Gods fake, | 
ſive vntoeuery man his due : For the grace of | 
{aluation which hath appeared, reacherh vs,in | | 
| reſpe& of our great and gracious Maker and | | 

Maſter,to line godly ; in reſpedt of our felues, 
toliue ſoberly ; in reſpec of our neighbours, to | 
live juſtly ; ro vic our friends with fauour, our 
enemies with patience; all, with beneuolence;, 
and as many as we can, with beneficence,&c, 

Hac * triapracipue meditare aduerbia Pauli: 
Hac iria font vite regula ſantta tue. 

With the ouer-weening Pharile, to haueall our 
godlinefſe in our Phylaceries,and fringes, and 
care-ſcruice, and frequenting the Lectures of 
| the Law,no matter how we liue,is to ſeeme ho- | | 
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ly,without righteouſneſſe. Againe,'with the 
| {1mple-ſeduced Sadduces,to liue indifferent ho- | 
| neſtly and je ge notto belecue Angcls or 
ſpirits,or looke for a reſurtecion, isto a peare| 
righteous, without holineſſe. Either 0 = 


come: farre ſhort of thar obedience: which is 
approued and practiſed by an inlightened and | 
ſandtified conſcience, which {erueth not God 
by halues,in holinefle onely, or righteouſnefle 
onely , but in both , deftring in all things to 
pleaſe Godby an vniucriall obedience,not gi- 
uing to any the leaſt liberty or allowance |< 
. [the committing; of any ſinne,or omitting.of any 
duty,cither of equiry or amity towards men,or 
of truth and piety rowards God., 

Indeed it moſt reſpe&eth what it moſt af- 
feceth, the obſeruation of the great Comman- 


| them,but yet negleCeth not the leaſt. | It moſt | 


| of all ſtrainesargroſle ſinnes as Cammels, yet | 
| \walloweth nor'rhe leſſer as Gnarts : It trem- 
| bles at wounds. and blood, feares at fairh and 
\troth : [Ir abhorres adultery and fornication, 
' hates dallyance and rotten communication: It 
| cryes out on bloody violence or vengeance, 
diſlikes all vnaduiſed anger, and dogged clo- 
uence: It payerh the Tirh-ſheate carctully,and 
; ans not Mint or Annis-ſeed deceirfully , 
| andalbeitfor peace fake it will bee indulgent, 
and giut more liberty to orhers,yet it ſayes not 
| to itſclfe, Aninch will breake no {quareA'lit- 


| cle willdoe'noharme,or Small faults areto bee | 


winked 
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ments,asChriſt,the beſt diſtinguiſher,tearmerh | Math.22.38. 
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winkedat : Forwell it knoweth, that inſcnſtble 

| decays continued, prooue at lengthgreat brea- 

| ches,and (liding,leadesto falling ; ſlacknefle,to 

; defection; andas the leaſt cranny or hole vn- 

 ſtopped,is ſufficient to ſinke a ſhip : fo the leaft 

' finne cheriſhed and vncontrolled, to ſpill the 
 {oule, 

What faults in theſe our dayes more pardon- 

\ able,then the remifſeneſle of a father ro vnto- 

; ward children 2 orthe carcfulneſte of a young 

man to hold his owne 2 or the forwardneſſe of 

| a man of parts to purchaſe preferment? And yet 

; we finde,that El: {marted for the firſt and our 

| Sautour touched the young manin the Goſpel] 

' forthe ſecond , and the very gall of Simon Ma- 

' 2s was broken for the third, Act.8. And there- 

orc a good confcience 1s, and will bee auerſe 

 trom themall, flying not onely ſcandalous ble. 

| miſhes, but the farſt bluſhes and appearance of 

| evilLand hauing reſpettoaltl Gods Comman- 

| dements inſubſtance and cirenmitance; allow- 


_ . ethnomaninthe wilful breach ofany.of them, 


' ſeemetheyto fleth and bloodineuer ſo ſmall; 
| Forthe lcaſt Jeaucnot wickednefle, corrupteth 
' the whole maſſe of goodnefice, and the rich 
| and precious oyntment of a good conlcience,is 
; polluted and made impure, it but one deadfly, 
| one deadly finne be ſuffered, (I doe nor fay! to 
.1:ghr on it) but if with our will it lye, anddyc, 
' and-putrific in it, Auaunt then with Naamans 

and Herods exception in this,, with Anawa'sand 

Saphyra's reſeruation” in that ; with-_Agrippa's 
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woodicum, 


| 
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' modicumgand perſwaſion almoſt tobe a Chriſti- | As 26.28, 


with the glozing formality,andfin-cloking po- 
licy of thoſe which make filuer Cawlſeyes for 


world dry-ſhod, and ſtcale away to hell with 
the leaſt noyſe of the world. Away with the 
| mock-holineffe and righteouſnefie of thoſe ir- 
religious Statiſts, which make mans law the 
ſcantling of their religion,and betrer then that 
makes them, will not bee, further'then that 


theſe, and cuery of theſe: for none of theſe can 
ſtand with the religion, price,praiſe and peace 
of agood conſcience. | 


world goes, is countenance enough to keepe 
drunkennes from the ſtockes, whoredome from 


too from the gallowes. ) The law of man doth 
| but looke to the outward facts, and pruneth 
| (when it doth beſtbur the outrage of euill acti- 
| ons ; but the rule andreligion of a good conlci- 


ence looketh higher ro God, and pierceth dec- | 


{Per euen to the inward man. exainineth rhe 


Q2 


an, (for this is but almoſt ro bee faued.) Away 


finne,chat they may goe thereupon thorow the |. 


compels them, will not go,no nor an inch,nor ſo 
far\neither,bur for teare,thinking all to be well, 
if the ſtatures of Omr: be obſerued, Away with 


It is but halfe a mans honeſty to be no better 
then the law of man makes him, which refor- 
meth bur thar (ifall that) which the world ſees, 
out of the diger wherof a wicked mamay liue, 
If he haue nota great man to his enemy, or bur |. 
a great man to be his friend,(whoſe liueryas the |- 


heart, 
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| 


the poſt, coozenage from the pillory, and theft | 


} 
{ 


Mica.6.16, 
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Application 
general] and 
| particular. 

} 


| 


| Ex0d.38, 26, 


| 
[ Eſa, 6.:, 


| 


| Heb. 12.14. 
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| pay him the prime ſeruice of holineffe, holines 
| 15 his due ; thou maiſt reade it in the: forchead 


| thoucanſtnot ſee God, Heb. 12, 


_ 
——t— 


—_ eu EINEAS 
hearr, reformeth bad opinions, and bale affe&ti- 
ons.,and makes him in whom it beareth ſway, 
to bea law vato him(clfe; beyond:the reach of 
| all humane lawes whatſocuer, and ſo bindes 
him to ſerue the true God with a true hearr,in a 
true manner;to ſerue God immediately; in true 
holinefſe and integrity,without exception, hy- 
pocriſie or ſuperſtition, and men ſubordinate- 
ly for Gods fake, in righteouſnefle, peace and 
| amity, without fraud, oppreſſion, ſchiſme and | 
contention. 1) | 
Wherefore,toapply my ſclfe to the capaci-| 
ries of all in gencrall, and to ſpeake home to 
the conſciences of euery one in particular: Tell 
me, I pray”, Art thoua man of ciuill fathion, a 
reputed honeſt man,of faire comportment and 
condition, one that liveſt quierly with thy 
neighbours, giueſt almes cheerfully, in tradin 
' art ata word,in payments and promiſes lecpck 


} 


, day and touch, inall thy dealings obſcrueſt e-| 
| quity and truth,and payeſt every man his due * 


| It is well ; why then,let God haue his duetoo, 


of the high Pricſt, Ex0d.28. and heare itifrom | 
the mouth of the Seraphim thrice repeared, | 
Eſa. 6. to teach what is chicte in him, what | 
ſhould bechicte in vs, and whereunto chiefly | 
we ought to dire our {cruice. Pay then vnto | 
him this due, and performe this duty of holi- | 
nefſe. Follow peace and holines, without which | 


Giue 
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Giue to him this holy ſeruice 2 ſecreto Sare | 
forum, inthy Cloſet, or bed-Chamber,in thy | 
priuate deuotionalone , at any time of the day | 
or night, as the good Spirit ſhall mooue thee | 
giue it to himeſpecially with thy family, mor- 
ning and euening , fpeake to him holily* in 
Prayer; heare him reuerently in the Word, 
conferre with him religiouſly in Meditation, 
which is the life of hearing , the ſtrength of 
praying,the mother of practiſing. More eſpe- | 
cially,on his holy Sabbath, in his holy Sanctua- | 
ry, at the recciuing of his holy Sacrament, 
when and where thy holineſſe ſhould bee at 
holieſt,: come before him, and worſhip him | pal.g5,s; 
cum decore fantto , with an holy kinde of de- | 1.Theſ4. 
cencie , or in the beauty of holineſſe, with 
godlinefſe and grauity , deuoutly honouring 
the publike Miniſtery, and in all, carrying 
| thy ſelfe moſt reuerently, as Gods humble and 
holy ſeruant ſhould doe, and not in a ſtately 
ſurly kinde of holinefle, or homely fellow- 
like familiarity , as many ( turning their phan- 
taſticall «<a, into Phariſaicall aimnagia ) 
haue done, and ſome yet at this day doe, and 
| which is worſt, thinke, of right they muſt doc 
{o, &Cc. | 
Againe.on the other fide , art thou a man| 
wh makeſt more then ordinary profeſſion of | 
godlineſſe, trequenteſt diligently the outward 
exerciſes of Religion , heareſt Sermons and 
Le&cures, readeſt Gods Booke much and oft, 
communicateſt with due and dutitull prepara- | 


1. Tin.2,2. 
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| Plil.4.9- 
| Rom.12.17, 


WT 
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| hearing and reading the Word, by conference, 


—— 


of good report beforethem, and deſiring , as | 


| men: | Hee (Ifay )in ſodoing, doth not onely 
; deale well with men, but doth God good ſer- 


' grow not hecreupon preſumptuous ; take not 


"- " _—_ 
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tion,andart zealousin retraining from open dif- 
orders onthe Sabbath day, and in reſtraining 
thy family, and ſuch as depend andatrend vpon 
thee, from making ita day of bodily labour, a 
day of riotous eating and drinking,a day of luſt- 
full and vnlawfull gaming (roo common euery 
where) that thou mayeſt conſecrace it, as glori- 
ous ynto the Lord, by both publike and priuate 


Prayer, and thankefull prayſing of God © Cer- 
tainely thou doeſt well, and ris very like thou 
haſt a good conſcience towards God, But yet 


hence liberty, as ſome doe, to pay no debts, to 
put money to Vlury,ro rent-racke thy Tenants, 
to deny the Magiſtrate his due of obedience 
and recompence, the Miniſter his due of reue- 
rence and maintenance,to be diſdainefull of thy 
brethren, couetous, reuengefull, and ynchari- 
tably cenſorious; as if righteouſnefle, peace,and 
amiry towards men, were notas well a part of 
Gods ſeruice, and a duty of good conſcience, as 
wellas holineſſe and piety rowards God. Yes, 
yes:He that dotha good picce of Iuſtice downe. 
ward, or tendreth his duty to his Superiour vp- 
ward, and dealeth equally with his cuen-Chri- 
ſtian neighbours, procuring things honeſt and 


muchas in him lieth, to haue peace with all 


uice alſo, and when he commeth from Church, 


; g0INg 
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Foing abour theſe things, may fay truely; Hee | | 

TOcs to ſcrue God: andrhis ſeruice of righte- | - 

ouſneſle, peace, and loue towards men, a good | 

conſcience requireth and inioyneth, as well as : 

the other of holineſle, filiall feare, and religi- | 

ous worſhip towards God : and ſo requireth | | | | | 
' 


and cxactcth both inall , that it will not hauc, | 
cither the one, to wit, Holineſle, tobe ſnuffting, wat ewes, 
puffing,” ſhort-winded, and out of breath, as 
theirs was, Mal. 1. Orthe other, to wit, Righ | | 
reouſneſfe, to bc as a morning cloud, ſoone fcat-. | H(.6. 4. 1 | 
tered and diſſolued, as theirs was, Hoſ. 6. But | | | 
both laſting and induring nerwnic Alwayes, for all | 
the dayes of ourlife, that in an holy kinde of 
| rightcouſnefſe, and a righteous kind of holi- | 
nefle,we {erue God from day to day, as long as | 
therc is a day left to ſerue him in; and that fo = 
we may bec pure and without offence vntill the | 
Day *« the Lord, filled with the fruits of Righ- | 
| teouſneſſe and Holinefle, which are by Ieſus 
| Chriſt, vnto the glory andpraiſe of God, Phil. | | | 
2.0. | | | 
|  Sothen, to make acorollary ofthe premiſes, | | 
; anda recollection of that which at diuers times | 
before you hath beenc dcliucred, concerning | \ 
[che hauing and diſcharging of 4 good conſcience | 
| alwayes towards God and men; I will now,for your | / 
better inſtruction and edification, humbly com- | > | 
mend to your ſanctified memories obſcruation | 'F 
{and imitation too, this Summary concluſion, | Ef 
| [asa lively Character of a ſound confcionable 
Chriſtian. | | : | 
| l A __ — | F 
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A found conſcionable Chriſtian is he , who 


( hauing his conſcience inlightened by _ 


knowledge in Gods Word,and purged by fait 
in Chriſts Blood , trom the guilt and punith- 
ment of finne, and from dead workes, to ſerue 


theliuing Lord ) walkerh checrefully and con- | 


{tantly inthe way of life, which God hath chal- 
ked foorth vnto him , not wiſhing itto bee wi- 
der or ſmoother, but going on therein vpright- 


ly and freely , neither ſtooping vnder the bur- | 


then ofa willing ſinne, nor fettered with the 
gicues of vniuſt {cruples. 

He alwayes pondereth his paths, and orde- 
reth his wayes aright,not regarding ſo much to 
be applauded of men, as to bee approoued of 
God , not looking ſo much to what hee might 
docby his power, as what he ought to doe for 
his praiſe; being neither voluntary Agent,nor 
forced Inſtrument,in that which is valawfull to 
bee done, but holding all his ſences and mem- 
bers within Couenants, for their good behaui- 
our in that behalte. | 

If his wiſedome and vertue aduance him to 


| any place or office of command and authority, 


he glorieth notthereinas ina Chaire of State, 
or Farme of commodity, but is glad thereof, 
onely as ameanes of furthering his-reckoning, 
and pleaſuring his Countrey: wherein he wile- 
ly and worthily demeaneth himſelfe, ſo che- 
riſhing and countenancing whereſocuer hee 
comes and hath to doc, religious, ſober, and 
honeſt liucrs , that hee dares nor affoord a 


good 
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| 


| 
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jar the golden Standard of Gods Sanctuary : 
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oftenders. | 
Hee waigheth all matters , not according to 
he common beame of cuſtome and opinion, bur 


Truth hee exercifeth, aswell inthe cenſure of 
perſons,as iudgement of things, and will not iu- 


good looke to naughry VYarlets and notorious | 


ſtifie the wicked through bribery or flattery, 
ncither condemne the righteous through ma- 
lice orenuy for # world. Being called therunto, 
 hegiuethplaine teſtimony rorhe truth, as well 
| for fmal as great, ſtranger as brother.,and owerh 


ernh falſhood;Goodeutl,or cuill good, for any 

| feare or favour whartſocuer. 

| According tohis meanes andabiliry; he kee- 

eth his houſe well,and rhereinis mercifull and 
teous;but his Church better,and therein is 


_ Fdeuour and religious : hee lookerh fo to the 
Church, that the Common-wealth receiuesno | 


| detriment; and ſo maintaines holineſſe and pic- 
ty inthe one, that he neglecs not vpright dea- 
' ling and equity in the other : turne- hum what 
way ſocucryou will, hecis euer the ſame, and 


bour, tocompany, to himſelfe alone, puthim in 


caſions, references, and occurrences, hee holds 
his owne, and walkes honeſtly, honourably, 


 andwilnot,to Rn Te: acuer ſo 


ſomuch tothe Author of truth, that he will nor 
paint potſheards; and ſay, Falſhood'isrruth,, or 


will doe well: turne him to God, to his neigh- 


office; our of office, rurne him looſe to all: oc- | 


——  — ku 


warily, worthily, praiſe-worthily inall things; | 
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preciobs, leape ouerthe pales, or goc out of the 
Paradiſe of a good conſcience. 
| 6 Inaword, all his dealings are ſquare and a- 
EM ' | bouetheboord, in his promiſes and paymentg#/ 
| hee keeperh day and touch, his word is his 
parchment, his yea his oath, which he will not 
violate forany feare orlofle ; hee is a faithfull 
Clycnt of truth and honeſty,and in the plajne 
| way thereof gocth on confidently, and will ei- 
ther triumph in his integrity, or ſuffer with it. | 
To conclude, his ſoule is euery day dilated and 
| inlarged to receiue God and goodnefle , and is 
ſo takenyp with heauenly contemplation and 
contentments.that he lookes often as one dil- 
pleaſed, on carthly pleaſures and preferments : 
he is very well prouided for both worlds,and is 
ſure of peaceand comfort here, and of glory, 
and a glorious Kingdome hereafter, 
This,this is the ſound Chriſtian, which hath 
| gotren the jneftimable treaſure of an vpright 
| conſcience; that true Diamond, which flings 
' beames of ſolace vpon the foule. This is the 
' conſcionable man, whoſe praiſe and reward is 
| of God, though the dijuell and world ſtorme 
| and burſt for enuie. Such a one, be he Miniſter 
| or Magiſtrate, be he Witneſle, Iuror, Clerke or 
Aduocate- whatſocuer his place or calling be, | 
2.Sam.18.3. | (as. Dads fouldiers ſaid of him) is worth a 
| thouſand of 'the common ſort, who feare to 
{ have aname to feare God, andto bee-charged '$ 
withfincerity. | 
| Sucha one (as you haue heard) the ele veſ- | 
| {cll 
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ſell of grace,and lowd Clarion of the Golpell, 
Saint Paul max; gr to my Text,indc- 
uoured {till to be, Oh then, that in vs the firc of 


that hercin, and thercin conſcionably 


ons,wc might, cuery one for himſclfe, bee ina- 
bled to ſay truly as well as he ; Herein doe 1 inde. 
our my ſelfe to haue alwayes an wpright conſcience 
prantn”, God and men, Which that wee may all, 
(Fathers and Brethren) both ſay and doe, let 
[vs humbly and heartily beſeech Amighty God 

of his abundant grace and mercy to grant, and 


; liuered,ſfucha generall blefling, according to 


, Our particular neceſſities, that thereby ſuch con- | 


; {ciencesas are dead and dull, may be quickened; 


* ſuch asare blind and crronious,may bee inligh- | 


.rened; ſuch as are inaflumber, may bee awa- 
kened, ſuch as.are tender, confirmed ; ſuch as 


are heauic and penſiue, comforted, and all, | 
ſome way or other, bettered, through the po- | 


| werfull operation ofhis gracious Spirit, to the 
; ctcrnall praiſe of his glorious Name in Ieſus 
{ Chriſt,his oncly Sonne,and our onely Sa- 
| ujour: towhom,with the Father,and 
the holy Ghoſt, bee aſcribed all 
| glory and honour, now, 
and for cucr, 
Amen. 


FINIS, 


v7 for imitation of him,could ſo bec enkin- | 
, | 


. . . 
comporting our {clues in our ſeucrall vocati- | 


' 


| 


— 


! forthis end to glueto that which hath been de- 
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